CHRIST PRECIOUS 
THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 


PRICE THREE SHLLLINGS, IN BOARDS. 


* * 
a” 0 
Pd 
- — t 
a 
* : 7 « 1 m 
* p | 
Bs 
6 _ 
* 
% - 
A 
y * 
# 
* — 
1 * 
8 
4 I 
Ly 
$ 
2 
4 
- „ 
pi 
* 
i; * A 
© 
* * 
—＋7 
; . 
4 
E * 
: 
we 5 * . 
1 1 
1 8 - , 
1 1 
* 
2 py 
” 
% 
, a 5 ; 
I 
1 
* - w * # x 
. I * . * * 
4 —— „ „„ Wwooald Tc - 
1 
3 


"4 
es # 


CHRIST PRECIOUS. 


THOSE THAT BELIEVE, 


A 


PRACTICAL TREATISE 


FAITH AND LOVE. 


—— ww — OY 0 


By JOHN FAWCETT, A.M. © 


Whom having not ſeen ye LOVE ; in whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet 
BELIEVING ye rejoice, PETER, 


| Talk they of MORALS? O thou bleeding Love! 
2 Thou Maker of NEW Morals to Mankind! 
The grand Morality is Love of Thee, YOUNG. 


f Printed and ſold at 
Ewood Hall, near Halifax. 


Sold alſo by WIIIs, Stationers' Court, Ludgate- Street; JOHNSON, St. Paul's 
Church Yard ; BUTTON, Paternoſter-Row; KNOTT, Lombard-Street ; MARTIN, 
No. 27, Great Ruſſel-Street, Bloomſbury, LONDON by EDWARDS, HOLDEN, 
&c. Halifax; SMITH, Sheffield; JONES, Liverpool; DUNN and BIGGS, 
Nottingham ; and RAWSON, Hull. e 


1799. 


1 


THE PRECIOUSNESS 
JESUS CHRIST, 
TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE IN HIS NAME, 


Pradiically conſidered and improved. 
— —_— 
CHAP, I. 
Introductory Remarks. 


HE ſubje& to which the reader's attention' 
is invited in theſe pages is of the higheſt im- 
portance; ſince love' to the divine Redeemer 1s 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of a real chriſtian, 
and moſt indiſpenſably requiſite, in order to our 
ſerving God acceptably in this world, and to our 
' dwelling with him in the next. Without a fin- 
cere attachment to the Author of eternal ſalvation, 
whatever works of morality we may perform, our 
obedience will be materially and eſſentially defec- 
tive, as not flowing from à proper principle. 
Love is the parent and promoter of every thing 
excellent and amiable in the chriſtian. character. 
A 8 = 
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pence 
It diffuſeth itſelf through the whole train of holy 
actions. It gives them all their motion, and dig- 
niſies them with all their real value. The elo- 
quence of men, or even of angels, the gift of 
prophecy, the knowledge of all myſteries, the 
power to work miracles, the moſt extenſive li— 
berality to the poor, and even the ſuffering of 
martyrdom, are all inſignificant and unprofitable 
without love. 5 | 
He who loved us ſo as to give himſelf a ranſom 
for our ſouls, who was lifted up upon the igno- 
minious croſs, that he might draw all men unto 
himſelf, propoſes to thoſe who proteſs.to be his 
diſciples, the ſolemn and important inquiry, 
« Loveſt thou me?” He values not our ſervice if | 
the heart be not in it. He knows what is in man; 
he ſees and judges the heart, and has no regard to 
outward acts of obedience, if no devout affection 
be employed in them. It is not enough for the 
eye to be lifted up to him, or the knee to bow: be- 
fore him; it is not enough for the tongue to be 
employed in ſpeaking of him, or the hand in acting 
for his intereſt in the world. All this may be done 
by thoſe whoſe religion is mere pretence. But the 
heart, with all the inward! powers and paſſions of 
the foul, muſt, in the firſt place, be given to him. 
Grace be — our Lond Jeſus 
| | . 
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Chriſt in ſucerity; and, as the natural conſequence 
of that, keep his commandments. 


. IT would ground the 5 obſervations on 
the words of the apoſtle Peter — 


Peter ii. 7. 
Unto you, ang which believe Se is 


Preci OUS. 


The word vu, tranflated precious, is a ſub- 
ſtantive, and ſignifies honour, price, or preciouſ- 
neſs itſelf; that which is of infinite value. 

The perſons, to whom Chriſt is precious, are, 
- with great propriety, ſaid to be thoſe that believe. 
Unbelievers ſee no form or comelineſs in him, nor 
any beauty that they ſhould deſire him. Hence 
have we ſo many ſtrange notions advanced con- 
cerning his adorable perſon. Many daringly deny * 
the only Lord that bought us with his own dear life, 
and ſubſtitute a mere creature in his room. There 


are others who have ſach low and irreverent con- 


ceptions of him, as if they knew not the uſe of his 
perſon, his work, and his ſacrifice, in the buſi- 
neſs of our ſalvation. Whereas, there is nothing 
in our religion which hath either truth, reality or 
TORIES] but by virtue of its relation to Chrift, 
e OS and 
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3 
and ket he has accompliſhed on earth; 1 in our be- 
half. 

Perhaps in no age, bats. the: eſtabliſhment of 
chriſtianity in the world, was greater oppoſition 
made to the real dignity and glory of the Son of 
God, than in the preſent. It is a conſideration 
which may juſtly affect the hearts of all that love 
him in ſincerity. The dottrine of his proper Deity 
is the ground pf all our hope of ſalvation by him, 
and the very fogndation of the chriſtian religion ; 


yet the diſbelief of this is openly. avowed by\many, 
who ſtrenuouſly maintain, and induftriouſly Vin 


their ſentiments in the world. [244.71 
It is awful to conſider, how many ruin their \own 
ſouls, by ſtumbling on the rock of ſafety, and daſh 


themſelves in pieces on that which is laid as the 
only foundation of hope. Yet in this the ſcripture 


is fulfilled, The ſame Jeſus, who is precious to 


them that believe, is a ſtone of ſtumbling, and a 


rock of offence, even to them which ſtumble at 


the word, being diſobedient.“ The reaſon here 
aſſigned why men ſtumble at the word, and at what 
it reveals concerning Jeſus Chriſt, is di/obedrence ; 


and perhaps it will be found, that, in many 1n- 


ſtances, the cauſe of men's rejecting the Saviour, 
is, a rooted averſion, to that purity of heart and 


ednet, which the evangelical ſyſtem requires. 
"FD, - 
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e.. 4 * 


« This,” ſays our bleſſed Lord, ““ is the condem- 
nation, that light 1s come into the world, and men 
love darkneſs rather than ſight, becauſe their deeds 
arr. 0s 44.4 | SIS e 1 

Chriſt is not precious to thoſe who do not, under 
a ſenſe of their abſolute need of him, manifeſt that 
regard for him which the ſacred ſeriptures every 
where require. The religious ſyſtem, adopted by 
many at this day, has very little of real chriſtianity 
in it. Many labgured performanees are now pub- 
liſhed to the world, in which we find the duties of 
morality recommended with peculiar elegance of 
ſtyle, and acuteneſs of reaſoning, wherein we meet 
with little or nothing concerning the perſon, the 
work, or the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
This is like raiſing a ſuperftruQure, without a ſolid 
foundation. The great my ſtery of redemption, by 
the blood. of that Lamb of God which taketh away 


me fin of the world, appears to be of little or no 


uſe with ſuch perſons, in their attempts to promote 
piety and obedience.* There may be many things 


* A modern writer, of diſtinguiſhed eminence, 
juſtly remarks, that towards the cloſe of the Taft 
century, divines profeſſed to make it their chief ob- 
ject, to inculcate the moral and practical ,precepts of 
chriſtianity ; but without ſufficiently maintaining, 
often even without juſtly laying the grand founda- 
tion of a ſinner's acceptance with God; or pointing 

KR Pe: OM 8 . out 
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pr OR 
in ſuch performances highly worthy of attention; 
there may be a ſtriking diſplay of learning and 
ability; but at the ſame time, that which conſti- 
tutes the real eſſence of chriſtianity, and which 1s 
the proper ſpring of all true obedience, 1s entirely 
omitted. | 1 5 EE 
It is not fo,' ſays a very reſpectable writer of 
the preſent age, it is not ſo in our view of things. 
We find ſo much uſe for Chriſt, that he appears as 
the ſoul that animates the Whole body of our divi- 
nity ; as the centre of the ſyſtem, diffuſing light 
| | | and 


\ 

out how the practical precepts of chriſtianity, grow 
out of her peculiar doctrines, and are inſeparably 
connected with them. By this fatal error, the very 
5 genius and eſſential nature of chriſtianity underwent 
a change. She no longer retained her peculiar cha- 
rafter,” or produced that appropriate frame of ſpirit 
by which her followers had been characteriſed.— 
Facilis deſcenſus. hh | 
The example thus ſet was followed during the 
preſent century, and its effe& was aided by various 
cauſes. The fatal habit of conſidering chriſtian mo- 
rals as diſtinct from chriſtian doctrines, has inſenſibly 
gained ſtrength. Thus the peculiar doctrines of 
chriſtianity went more and more out of fight; and, 
as might naturally have been expected, the moral 
ſyſtem itſelf alſo began to wither and decay, being 
robbed of that which ſhould have ſupplied it with life 
and nutriment. At length, in our own days, theſe 
peculiar doctrines have almoſt altogether vaniſhed 
from the view. Even in many ſermons ſcarcely any 
traces of them are to be found. s 
Milberforce's Practical View, &c. chap. vi. 
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and life to every part of it, Take away Chriſt, 
and the whole ceremonial of the Old Teſtament 
appears to us little more than a dead maſs of unin- 
tereſting matter; prophecy loſes almoſt all that is 
intereſting and endearing ; the goſpel is annihilated, 
or ceaſes to be that good news to loſt ſinners, which 
it profeſſes to be; practical religion is diveſted of 
its moſt powerful motives; the evangelical diſpen- 
ſation of its peculiar glory, and heaven itſelf of its 
moſt tranſporting joys. _ 

* The ſacred penmen appear to have written 
all along upon the ſame principles. They con- 
ſidered Chriſt as the all in all of their religion, and 
as ſuch, they loved him with their whole hearts. 
Do they ſpeak of the firſt tabernacle ? They call it 
a figure for the time then preſent. | But Chriſt 
being come an high prieſt of good things to. come, 
by his own blood he entered in once into the holy 
place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” 


Do they ſpeak of prophecy ? They call the teſti- 


mony of Jeſus the Hirit of it. Of the goſpel ? 
It is Chriſt crucified. Of the medium by which 
the world was crucified to them, and they unto the 
world? It is the croſs of Chriſt. One of the moſt 
affecting ideas which they afford us of heaven, con- 


fiſts in aſcribing cFerla Gang glory and dominion 
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to him that loved us, and waſhed us from our 
fins in his own blood.” * 7 
All the lines of evangelical truth meet and cen- 
tre in Jeſus Chrift, and therefore he himſelf ſays, 
„L am the truth.” Were he to be excluded, the 
ſeveral parts of the glorious ſyſtem would be diſ- 
concerted, and the whole frame would he broken 
in pieces. What would become of the doctrine of 
redemption, of pardon of fin, of juſtification, of 
perſeverance, or of future felicity ? 
Chriſt Jeſus is the life of all the graces and com- 
Forts of a chriſtian in this world. By the know- 
ledge and contemplation of him, and of his\death 
in our ſtead, faith lives, and is ſtrengthened from 
day to day; all 'the ſprings of repentance are 
opened, and flow freely, when the heart is melted 
by views of a dying Saviour; love feels the at- 
tractive power of its glorious objeR, and is kin- 
dled into a holy flame; ſin is mortified ; the world 
is ſubdued; and the hope of future glory is ſup- 
ported, enlivened, and confirmed, ſo as to become 
ſure and ſtedfaſt, like an anchor of the ſoul. But 
without him, whom having not ſeen we love, theſe 
graces would wither and die, or, to ſpeak more 
properly, they would have no exiſtence.  _ 
MELEE 27, eee ee 
Fuller's Calviniſtic and Socinian Syſtems com- 
pared, page 217, 218. | 
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What is ſaid in the following pages concerning 
the glory and preciouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, is not 
to be underſtood as if ſpoken to the excluſion of 
the Father, or of the Holy Spirit. But I would 
beg leave to ſay, that I am not able to form 
any clear, ſatis factory, comfortable thoughts of 
God, ſuited to awaken my love, or encourage my 
hope and truſt, but as he has been pleaſed to re- 
veal himſelf in the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. * God 


was once manifeſted in the fleſh on earth, and he 


is now manifeſted in the ſame human nature in 
heaven, exerciſing univerſal dominion, having 
the government of heaven, earth and hell upon 
his ſhoulders, * God was in Chriſt reconciling 


wy 42 the 


* © Jeſus Chriſt „ am God, and there is 


none elſe,” This does not exclude the God- head of 


the Father. I think it is ſufficiently evident from 
many places of ſcripture, that the Father and the Son 
have an inconceivable communion, and that one and 
the ſame divine nature, which is in the Father, dwells 
in the Son. For ſince divine names and attributes, 
works and worſhip, are afcribed to both, they muſt 
both be truly God; and ſince there is but one true 
God, they muſt both have fellowſhip in the ſame 
God-head. Hence there is no other God-head but 
that which dwells in Chriſt ; that God-head in which 


= he partakes by his being One with the Father. * 1 


and my Father are one. I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in me.” Therefore the apoſtle ſays,” All 
the fulneſs of the God-head dwells bodily in him.“ 
Dr, IWatts. | 5 N 
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ll the world unto himſelf. The light of his ay is 
| | ſeen in the face, or per ſon, of Jeſas Chriſt.“ This : 
| is the foundation on which the chriſtian's Hope 15 

p built, the fountain whence he derives all his re- 

| | ireſhment and conſolation. 

| | | 

Till God in human fleſh ſee, 

fe | . Bo My thoughts no comfort find; 

* Ik)be holy, juſt and ſacred three 

| | Are terrors to my mind. 
| | i But if Immanuel's face appear, | = 
[4 My hope, my joy begin; = 
ld =? His name forbids my flaviſh fear. : 
8 . His grace removes my ſins. 


The out- lines of our plan, in the enſuing diſ- 

courſe, are,. — The charadter of the perſons to whom 
 \Chriftas precious, Ie evidence they give that he 
is precious to them, and, In what reſpects he is ſo. 
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1 Carat: F the Perſons to whom Chr fs 15 


Precious ;—you that believe. 


* a= 


HE import of the term believe is plain and - phys 
In common diſcourſe it is ſo well underſtood, 


that No one is at a loſs to determine what 1 is intended 
">; - | by 


V%. 


TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE, 19 
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by i it. Every man knows the meaning of hls neigh- 
bour, when he hears him ſay, * I believe the fact 
W which you relate; or, I do not believe the re- 
port which I hear concerning you.“ Now, if the 
term is underſtood, when it refers to the common 

affairs of life, why ſhould we be at uncertainties. 
about the meaning of it, when applied to religious 
| ſubjetts? The ſacred writers do not uſe words in 
Ja ſenſe directly contrary to their general accepta- 
tion. If they did this, the inſtructions they are 
authorized to give us, concerning the momentous 
affairs of our ſouls, and of eternity, wude * 

ped up in impenetrable obſcurity. 235 
L Yet we find in the facred writings, two Linda of 
- believing ſpoken. of, and two forts of believers 
: | deſcribed. Some believe for a while, but in time 
of temptation fall away. Simon the ſorcerer is ſaid 
to have believed, when he was in the gall of bitter- 
& neſs, and the bond of iniquity ; when his heart was 
not right in the ſight of God.“ The apoſtle James 
e ſpeaks | 

* It is. Mig, 9 himſelf Land alſo;“ but it * 
may be 1nq vans; What did he believe ? There i is rea- 
ſon. to conclude from the proofs which he preſently 
gave of his ignorance and mpiety, that he knew little 
or nothing of the real character of the glorious Re- 
deemer. His belief of what — had heard delivered 


was but in a very partial way. He believed juſt in 
the ſame manner as * * The he ee 
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ſpeaks of a kind of faith which anſwers no va- 
luable purpoſe, becauſe it is deſtitute of thoſe 
works which are the proper fruits of true faith. 
« Doſt thou not know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead?“ Such a faith as this is to 
be found almoſt every where, in a country fa- 
voured with the light of divine revelation, and the 
miniſtry of the goſpel. But it is quite ineffica- 
cious, ſince the man who is the ſubje&-of it is 
fill a ſlave to ſin, a lover of this preſent evil 
world, an enemy to God and goodneſs, and in the 
broad way which leads to deſtruction. | | 
The other kind of believing, ſpoken of by the 
inſpired writers, eſpecially in the New Teſtament, 
is that which has pardon of ſin, juſtification before 
God, 


Gy 


of that apoſtate was but partial; a repentance merely 
on account of the dreadful conſequences of his fin. 
Simon ſeems to have been prevailed upon, by the 
wonderful power diſcovered in the working of mi- 
racles, to believe, that he, in whoſe name they were 
performed, muſt be divine. He believed that ſuch 
a perſon as Chriſt exiſted, and likewiſe ſome little 
concerning what he was, as that he was a Being Þol- 
ſeſſed of great power; but the chief part of the Sa- 
viour's excellence, which is revealed in the goſpel, 
and conſtitutes the very eſſence of it, was unknown 
to him. Much the ſame may be ſaid concerning the 
faith of the ſtony-ground hearers of the world. 5 
See Fuller's Gol, el of Chriſt worthy of all accep- WW 
tation. Page 19. To this author I am indebted for 
ſeveral hints in the following pages. 
jt 
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Cod, and everlaſting life annexed to it. * Ye are 
not of them that draw back unto perdition, but of 


them that believe to the faving of the ſoul,” This 
faith is accompanied with certain qualities which 


are not connected with the other. Though the no- 


minal and real chriſtian are both ſaid to believe, 


and the articles of their creed may, in many re- 


ſpects, be the ſame, yet their diſpoſitions and 


characters are eſſentially different. 


Now, the leading truth, which 1s to be believed, 


W is, that Jeſus Chriſt is the Son of God, and the 


Saviour of the world. Peter ſaid, Thou art 


| Chriſt, the Son of the living God.“ That is, Thou 
art the true Meſſiah, and by way of eminence, the 


proper Son of the eternal God, and the fountain 


of life and happineſs to all thy followers. So the 


apoſtle ſpeaks to the Romans, If thou ſhalt con- 
feſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and believe 


in thine heart, that God hath raiſed him from the 
dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved.” The confeſſion which 
the Ethiopian eunuch made, in order to baptiſm, 
& amounted to the ſame thing; © As they went on 


their way, they came unto a certain water, And 


the eunuch ſaid, See here is water, what doth hin- 


der me to be baptized? And Philip ſaid, If thou 


believeſt with all thine heart, thou mayeſt. And 
| _ be 
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RIP POR 
he anſwered and ſaid, I dete that Jeſus Chriſt 
is the Son of God.“ 

To believe this is to believe the goſpel; for the 
ſum of the goſpel is, that God was in Chriſt re- 
conciling the world unto himſelf, not imputing 
their treſpaſſes unto them.” Or, in other words, 
that the ſupreme Governor of the world, of his i 
free mercy, for the alone ſake of what his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt has done and ſuffered, pardons, juſti- 
fies and ſaves the believing ſinner. But nothing 1 
is more certain, than that a mere nominal chriſtian, 


a man who has a name to hve, and ſtill is dead in 


treſpaſſes and ſins, may give his aſſent to all that is 
expreſſed above. He may ſtate the articles of an 


orthodox creed as correctly, in many reſpects, as 


any other perſon. And therefore it is neceſſary to 
pay ſtrict attention to thoſe things which accom- 


# pany true faith, and diſtinguiſh it from that which 


a man may poſſeſs, and yet die in his ſins. . 

1. True faith implies that divine illumination 
whereby we are taught to know ourſelves, to know Wh 
the only true God, and Jeſus Chrift whom he hath M 
ſent, whom to know is life eternal. Faith cannot 2 
exiſt without knowledge; for how is it poſſible for 


a man to believe that which he does not under- 


ſtand? Believing in Jeſus Chriſt to the ſaving of | 4 
the ſoul, is the effect of divine teaching. It is 
writ- 


# 
* 


: lenſe, dies. 
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n 


written in the prophets, ” faid Jeſus, © They ſhall 


1 be all taught of God; every one therefore that hath 


heard, and learned of the Father, cometh unto me.“ 


Wen Peter made that confeſſion before recited, 


his divine Maſter pronounced him bleſſed, as be- 
ing the ſubje& of illumination from above. Bleſ- 


ſed art thou, Simon Barjong ; for fleſh and blood 
W hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father who 
is in heaven.“ They that believe are therefore 
ſaid to know the truth. And thus the apoſtle Paul 


WT tells us, that he“ knew whom he had believed.“ 


2. True faith is grounded on the teſtimony of 
God. What other idea of faith can we have, than 


1 that of believing ſomething revealed, or made 
known? Hence the prophet ſays, * Who bath be- 


lieved our report?“ The faith of a chriſtian is, a 
divine conviction of the truth of what God has 
ſpoken. 

Has the Author of our / hee revealed in his 


© bleſſed word, the purity of his own nature, his ab- 


horrence of ſin, the ſtrictneſs and holineſs of that 
law by which we are governed? This is known 
and believed, when, under the illumination of the 
divine Spirit, the commandment comes home to 
the conſcience; then ſin revives, the awakened 
ſinner gives up his deluſive hope, and, in that 
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Has God revealed the depravity of human na- 
ture ?—That the heart of man is deceitful above all 


chings, and deſperately wicked; that we are alto- 1 


gether become filthy; that there is none that doth 
good, no not one; that we are alienated from the 


life of God, that we are the ſervants of fin, the 


ſlaves of ſatan, children of wrath, under the curſe, 
condemned already, and liable to eternal deſtruc- 
tion and miſery ? All this is in ſome meaſure 
known, and really believed by him that has true 
faith. 


No man is ſolicitous about being ſaved who does : 


not ſee and feel himſelf loſt. The whole do not 
apply to the phyſician, but they who are ſick. No 
man comes to Chriſt for pardon, who does not ſee 
the greatneſs and grievouſneſs of his fins. No 
man believes with the heart unto righteouſneſs, 
who is not convinced of the inſufficiency of his 
own works to juſtify him before God. No man 
looks to the Redeemer for juſtification, who does 
not ſee that he is under the ſentence of condemna- 
tion. No man comes to Jeſus that he may have 
life, who is not ſenſible, that, as a ſinner, he is 
doomed to death. Thus, faith implies a convic- 
tion and belief of what the word of God reveals, 
concerning the ſtate and condition of fallen 
man. od 


Does 


AD 
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: | account 
is no other\thing than the ſincere and hearty belief 
ol this. It 
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Does the divine word reveal a Saviour? Does 


tit inform us, that the Son of God took upon him 
| our nature, ſtood in our place, bare our fins, ſa- 
| tisfied juſtice for our offences, and reconciled us 


to God ? Does the Father declare unto us, that he 


N is well pleaſed in his Son, who has obtained eter- 
nal redemption for us? Thus is e and 
believed by him that has true faith. 


Does the goſpel contain promiſes of pardon, of 


W righteouſneſs, of life and ſalvation, made to the 
W moſt wretched and guilty of mankind, who are 
| enabled to come to Jeſus for them? Does it aſſure 


us, that none are caſt out in any wife, or on any 
hat ſoever, who come unto him? Faith 


a divine perſuaſion of the truth of 
what the word of God makes known for our 
relief. Henge it is called the belief of the 


W truth.” 


Perhaps there cannot be a be 4efinition * true 
faith in a few words, than that juſt mentioned, the 


belief of the truth;“ and yet it is neceſſary to in- 


quire what is meant by the truth. That Jeſus 


| | Chriſt has appeared and ſojourned on earth, ac- 


cording to what was predicted of him; that he was 


born of a virgin, in the town of Bethlehem ; that 
be preached the goſpel, and wrought miracles ; 
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that he ſuffered, was crucified, roſe again from the 
dead, and aſcended up into glory, having atoned W 
for ſin, ſatisfied divine juſtice, and obtained eter- 4; 
nal redemption for us; all this is truth; but it is 
not the whole truth. The infinite excellency of 
the bleſſed God-; the equity, reaſonableneſs and 
goodneſs of his law; the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
fin; the ruinous and loſt condition of man, as in | 5 
a ſtate of alienation from his Maker; the abſolute 0 
need of holineſs and purity of heart, in order to 
final happineſs ; the infinite lovelineſs and precioul- 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and the ſuitableneſs and glory 
of the way of ſalvation by him, as in every reſpect 
honourable to God, and ſafe for man; theſe are 
branches of the truth which muſt be believed as 
| firmly as thoſe above-mentioned. But they have 
not full poſſeſſion of the minds of any, excepting 
thoſe whoſe faith is of the operation of God. 
They whoſe hearts are not purified by faith, do 
not conceive of divine objetts as they are in them- 
ſelves; and therefore they do not believe the truth WM 
concerning them. Thou thoughteſt that I was 
altogether ſuch a one as thyſelf ; but I will reprove 
thee.” 2 Pcs 
The word of inſpiration repreſents God in his 
true character; it repreſents men as they really are; 
it declares the truth concerning the evil of ſin, and 
its 
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its juſt demerit ; it ſets forth, not only the reality 
but the excellency of heavenly things. That 1s; 


7 it holds them forth as they are in themſelves; and 


that undoubtedly muſt be the truth concerning 
them, To conceive of them otherwiſe than accord- 
ing to this repreſentation, is not to believe the 
truth, but to believe a lie. Our bleſſed Redeemer 


tells us, that he came to“ bear witneſs to the truth, 


that is, among other things, to the purity and in- 
flexibility of the law, to the juſtice and holineſs of 
God, to the evil and demerit of fin, and to the 
reality of his being the only begotten of the. Father, 
and the Saviour of men. This was to bear witneſs 
of things as they really are in themſelves. It muſt 
therefore be the truth; and a hearty reception and 
perſuaſion of it, as it is revealed, is what the apoſtle 
calls © the belief of the truth.” Thus when 
he denominates the Thef/alomans believers, he im- 
mediately ſignifies what it was which conſtituted 
them ſuch, 4 Becauſe our teſtimony among you 
was believed.“ This teſtimony is elſewhere called 
the teſtimony of God concerning his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt.“ It is that in which the everlaſting in- 
tereſts of men are deeply and intimately concerned. 
„He that hath received yon ages hath ſet 


to his feal that God is true.“ 
9. Faith 
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3. Faith is the reſult of ſerious and impartial in. 
quiry, and of a reverential regard to the authority 
of God, in what he has ſpoken. The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart; 
that i is, the word of faith which we preach ; for faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.“ Y 
The truth is believed, not from common report, 
not from the teſtimony of man, but from the teſti- 
mony of God. Hence ſays the apoſtle to the 
Thefſalomans, *©* For this cauſe we thank God with- 
out cealing, becauſe, when ye received the word 
of God, which ye heard of us, ye received it not as 
the word of men, but, as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which effectually worketh allo in you that 
baheve.” - 

4. True faith in 1 Jeſus Chriſt is accompanied 
with a ſincere and hearty approbation of him, as 
the alone, the all- ſufſicient Saviour. It is not a 
faint, feeble, wavering aſſent, but ſuch a firm per- 
ſuaſion as, in ſome meaſure, correſponds with the 
ſtrength and clearneſs of the evidence with which 
the truth is confirmed. The whole ſoul acquieſces 
in the relief which it brings, and approves of the 
method of ſalvation which it reveals. There is 
great propriety in ſuch expreſſions as theſe con- 
cerning true faith. If thou believeſt with all 
thine heart ;—With the heart man believeth unto 
righteouſneſs, and with the mouth confeſſion is 

| made 


# 
* 
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made unto ſalvation.” Theſe terms muſt imply, the 
W conſent of the judgment, connected with the appro- 
f bation and acceptance of the will, and the affec- 
7 tions. This is faith unfeigned. 


Perſons may profeſs to believe this and the other 
thing, when, in fact, it is but a mere pretence, as is 
evident from the general tenor of their actions. 


He who really believes that certain ſubſtances are 
of a poiſonous quality will act accordingly ; he will 
carefully avoid them. He who is fully perſuaded 
that fire will burn, cannot be induced to ruſh into 
the flames. He who believes that the profits, the 


pleaſures, and the honours of the world will make 


him happy when he can enjoy them, acts in a man- 

ner conſi ſtent with what he believes; he purſues 
| theſe objects with all his might. His belief in this 
caſe is not feigned, but real, as is evident by his 


practice. He who certainly believes that a large 


eſtate is left him by a deceaſed relation, will not 


delay to put in his claim for it. In all theſe caſes, 
and many others which daily occur in common 


; life, we ſee that a real and fincere belief is fol- 


lowed by a correſponding practice. 
Apply this to religious ſubje&s. A man pro- 
feſſes and pretends to believe, that God is angry 


with the wicked every day, and that his wrath is 


revealed from heaven againſt all ungodlineſs and 
. © 
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unrighteouſneſs of men; yet he lives as uncon- 
cerned as if there were no danger; he flees not Z 
from the wrath to come ; he takes no meaſures for 3 
his ſoul's eſcape. Is this man's belief real and 1 
hearty, or only a mere pretence? Is it not evi- 
dent that he does not credit the awful declarations 
of God's word with his whole heart? * . 
Another man pretends to believe that ſin is the 
greateſt and worſt of evils; that there is nothing 
ſo odious, nothing ſo dangerous to the ſoul, no. 
thing ſo ruinous and deſtructive as fin; and yet 
this man ſecretly loves it, and daily lives in the £ 
known and allowed practice of it. What ſhall we 
* | \ think 


* Tuſtin Martyr, in his apology for the chriſtians, 
addreffed to the emperor Antoninus Pius. expreſſes 
himſelf to the following purpoſe : * I muſt tell you, 
that of all men living we are the greateſt promoters of 
peace, by teaching, that it is impoſſible for any 
worker of iniquity, any covetous or inſidious perſon, 
to hide himſelf from God; and that every one 1s 
ſtepping forward to eternal mifery or happineſs, his 
works giving evidence for him or againſt him before 
the * of all.“ He then adds, If men were once 
fully perſuaded of theſe things, (or did they believe 
them with their whole hearts) who would make the 
bold adventure to embrace the pleafures of ſin for a 
ſeaſon, with his eye upon eternal fire at the end of 
the enjoyment? Who would not ftrive to the utmoſt 
of his power to check himſelf on the brink of ruin, 
and ſeek to be poſſeſſed of what is neceſſary to ſe- 
cure him from everlaſting vengeance ?? | 

Fuſtin, Martyr, Apol. pro Chriſt, xii, 


[4 
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3 tpink of his faith in this particular? Is he hearty 


1 | | in his belief? Or rather, ſince it has no influence 
FR on his life and walk, is it not a mere pretence ? 
evi. Others again profeſs to believe that there is a real 
ons excellency in religion; that wiſdom's ways ate 
lovely, pleaſant and peaceful; and that no joy can 
the | be compared with that of ſerving and pleaſing 
ing = God: and yet they live in the continued neglett of 
no. | every thing they pretend to approve. Can a faith 


WE ſo utterly inefficacious be real and ſincere? Is it 
WT thus that men believe with the heart unto righteouſ- 
W neſs? Surely not. 

Do ſuch perſons tell us, that they believe in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and declare that there is no ob- 
ed ſo deſirable, ſo excellent, ſo lovely as he is in 
their eſtimation? While at the ' ſame time, the 
world has full poſſeſſion of their hearts, they mind 
earthly things, and are entire ſtrangers to a conver- 
& ſation in heaven. Surely ſuch a faith is but ima- 
ginary; for unfeigned faith « worketh by love“ to 
its object. 
5. In true faith there is a deep conviction of the 
importance of what is believed. It is far from 
being conſidered as a trifling, unintereſting con- 

cern. It is viewed as the moſt intereſting of any 


8 thing that can poſſibly engage the attention of 
mankind; as what relates to the life of the ſoul, 
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and to its everlaſting ſtate. He that believes is 
like a man whoſe houſe is on fire, and who is eager 
to have it ſaved from the devouring flames. Or 
like a ſhip-wrecked mariner, ſtruggling amidſt the 
overwhelming billows of the deep, 'but beholding 
before him a rock whereupon he may reſt with 
ſafety. 
| Thoſe who talk & their faith in Chriſt, and at 
the ſame time have little or no abiding concern | 
about the ſal vation of their ſouls, and the affairs of : 
a future world, do but deceive themſelves. They | 
who believe are compared in the ſcriptures to the 
man-ſlayer, who, ſenſible of his danger from the 
avenger of blood, ran with all his might 'to the 
city appointed for the protection of ſuch perſons. 
« Ye have fled for refuge, to lay hold on the hope 
ſet before you.” What the angel ſaid to Lot, 
when he brought him out of Sodom, may be applied 
to him who is warned to flee from the wrath to 
come; © Eſcape for thy life, look not behind thee, 
neither ſtay thou in all the plain: eſcape to the 
mountain leſt thou be conſumed.” When the ; 
jailor at Philippi was awakened to a juſt ſenſe of his | | 
guilty and ruined condition, i in an agony of diſtreſs 
he inquired, whether there were any poſſible way 
of relief for him ;. Sirs, what muſt I do to be 
ſaved! And they ſaid, Believe in the Lord . 


Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be laved. = 
f Such 
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Such is the deſcription which our Lord Tefus 
Chriſt himſelf gives of faith in his name.“ As 


8 Mo/cs lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, ſo 
W muſt the Son of man be lifted up; that whoſoever 


believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 


@ laſting life.” The alluſion is to what God faid to 

Moes, Make thee a fiery ſerpent, and ſet it upon 

a pole; and it ſhall come to paſs, that every one 
W that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, ſhall live,” 


Here a divine remedy was provided againſt a na- 
tional calamity ; a ſovereign antidote again ft ſpread- 


8 ing and mortal poiſon.” Thoſe who were ſtung 
= and periſhing, though they, were at the utmoſt 


limits of the camp, might look up to the brazen 


. IE {erpent, and find health and life. 


Phyſicians were of no _ uſe in that dreadful. ma- 


lady; human efforts, applications, plaſters, or me- 
dicines were inſignificant. The ſwift and fiery 
poiſon operated powerfully in ſuch as were bitten, 
and, without relief, they were quickly brought to 
the very borders of the grave. But though they were 
uſt about to expire, if they could but caſt a look 
WE towards the appointed remedy, they were ſure of 
Jhealing and recovery. On the confines of the 
grave, and the brink of death, they were reſtored 
0% lite and happineſs, by a look to the brazen 
image of the ſerpent. © A moſt lively picture this 
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of a believing ſinner. He is in himſelf as one 
ready to periſh, but being enabled to believe the 
promiſes of grace in Chriſt Jeſus, and looking to 
him that he may be ſaved, he 1s pardoned and 
healed ; he 1s delivered from going down to the 
pit, through the ranſom which has been found and 
accepted for him, and his life ſhall ſee the light; 
or, according to the words of our bleſſed Re. 
deemer himſelf, © He ſhall not N but have 
everlaſting hte.” 

6. True faith is connected with repentance ol 
fin. If we are not turned from ſin to God, if fin 
is not made bitter to us, if it does not appear hate- 
ful, if our hearts are not penetrated with ſorrow, 
grief, and ſelf-abhorrence on account of it, in vain} 
do we imagine ourſelves to be believers in Jeſus. | 
Looking unto him whom we have pierced, is ac- 
companied with mourning and bitterneſs of foul, 
That faith which leaves the heart impenitent, is 
not ſaving; for repentance is abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſalvation. Our bleſſed Redeemer ſaid to a cer-i 
tain woman in the goſpel, © Thy faith hath ſaved : 
thee, go in peace.” But what was the attendant off 
the faith ſhe poſſeſſed? Was it not penitence ! 
She wept at the feet of Jeſus, ſhe waſhed his feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair off 
her bead. She remembered her own evil ways, 

andi 


** 
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and her doings which were not good, and loathed 
herſelf in her own ſight. Repentance and faith 
are inſeparably united; the one perhaps never ex- 


iſts in the mind of a ſinner without the other. If 
we have ever beheld Jeſus with ſincere delight, 
as a Saviour from ſin, we ſhall mourn heartily 
that ever we ſinned againſt him. We cannot but 


repent of ſin, while we look for the forgiveneſs 


ot it, through his aſtoniſhing love in dying for us, 


WE that ſo he might deliver us from eternal deſtruQtion. 


: | Repentance is juſtly ſaid by ſome, to be the tear 
ol love dropping from the eye of faith. 


7. True faith in Jeſus Chrift is attended with 
ſubjection of heart and lite to his will and govern- 


W ment. For by faith the-heart is purified, and con- 


ſequently the life. To believe the goſpel is to 


: , | obey from the heart that form of doctrine which 


was delivered unto us. Faith worketh by love, 


both to God and man; and therefore it is poſi- 
Ws tively affirmed, that“ faith without works is dead.“ 


Talk not of your faith in Jeſus, if you have no 


love to his dear name. Pretend not to love him, 


if you are not concerned to pleaſe him. * This is 
che love of God, that we keep his commandments; 


and his commandments are not grievous.” Our 


divine Saviour himſelf ſays, * He that hath my 
g commandments, and keepeth them, he it is that 


C 2 loveth 
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loveth me.“ The works of a real chriſtian are not 
the productions of a ſpirit of legality ; they are 
works of faith and labours of love, which are 
ſhewn to his name. Such is the efficacy of a 
lively faith, that it is the vigorous root of all holy 
obedience; it bears up the ſoul amidſt the ſevereſt 
trials; it ſtrengthens-it for the moſt arduous ſer. 
vices; enables it to overcome the world, and to 
lay hold upon eternal life. - By way of deſcribing | 
its efficacy, I ſhall beg leave to make a ſhort ex. 
tract from a very ancient chriſtian writer. 

Juſtin Martyr, deſcribing the worſhip and the 
practice of believers, in his apology for the primitive 
chriſtians, ſays, We worſhip the Creator of the 
univerſe, not with blood, libations and incenſe, of | : 
which, we are ſufficiently taught, he ſtands in no : 
need; but we exalt him to the beſt of our power, 
with the rational ſervice of prayers and praiſes, in : 
all the oblations we make to him; believing this 
to be the only honour worthy of him. We ap- 
prove ourſelves thankful to him, and expreſs our 5 
gratitude in the moſt ſolemn hymns, for our crea- 
tion, our preſervation, the various bleſſings of his 
providence, and the hopes of a reſurrection to a ; 
life incorruptible, which we are ſure to have for 
aſking, if we aſk in faith. J 
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Who, that knows any thing of us, will not 
confeſs this to be our way of worſhipping ?- The 
Maſter, who inſtrutted us in this kind of worſhip, 
and who was born for this purpoſe, and crucified 
under, Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea, in the 
reign of Tiberius Cæſar, is Jeſus Chriſt, whom we 
believe to be the Son of the true God. 
* We, who were formerly guilty of impure prac- 


W tices, now ſtriftly keep ourſelves within the 


bounds of chaſtity, We, who devoted ourſelves 
to magic arts, now conſecrate ourſelves entirely to 
the true God, We, who loved nothing ſo much as 


W our poſſeſſions, now produce all we have in com- 


mon, and ſpread our whole ſtock before our indi- 


5 gent brethren. We, who were inſtigated with 


hatred to one another, and would not ſo much as 
warm ourſelves at the ſame fire with thoſe of a 


different tribe, now live and diet together, pray- 
ing ſincerely for our enemies. All our returns 
for evil are but the gentleſt perſuaſives to convert 


thoſe who unjuſtly hate us, that they, being brought 


do a conformity to Chriſt, might be filled with the 
W ſame comfortable hopes of enjoying the like hap- 


pineſs with ourſelves. Chriſt commands his diſ- 


| ciples to ſhine with a diſtinguiſhing patience and 
meekneſs, and to win men over from their ſins, by 
ſuch gentle methods of converſion, 
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I could give you a proof of the influence of 


ſuch bright examples from many converts among 


us, who, from men of violence and oppreſſion, 
were transformed into quite another nature, per. 
fectly overcome by the paſſive courage of their 
chriſtian neighbours, or by obſerving the aſtoniſh- 


ing patience of ſuch injured chriſtians as have 


fallen under their notice, or, laſtly, by the expe. 


rience they have had of the fidelity of ſuch perſons 
in their dealings.“ “ 

In another place this ancient apologiſt ſays, 
* Thole who do not make the precepts of Chriſt 
the rule of their hives, are to be looked upon as no 
chriſtians, let them ſay ever ſuch fine things of his 
law. Thoſe who are believers or chriſtians in 
word only, who talk of religion, but do not prac- 
tiſe it, if ſuch ſmart for their hypocriſy, it is no 


more than they deſerve. + Jeſus himſelf hath ſaid, 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit, is 


hewn down and caſt into the fire. Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeth the will of if 
my Father who 1s in heaven.” 

* I ſhall now,” ſays he, bs before you the 
manner of our dedicating ourſelves to God, upon i 
our converſion; for ſhould I omit this, 1 might W 
e em 1 
* 7uft, Martyr, Apol. pro Chriſt, xviii, &c. 
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of ſeem not to deal ſincerely in this account of the 
ons chriſtian religion. As many therefore as are per- 
ion, ¶ /uaded, and believe that the things taught by us are 
Der. true, and are determined to live accordingly, are 
neir taught to pray with faſting, and to aſk of God the 
ih. WE forgiveneſs of their former ſins, we alſo praying 


| and faſting together with them; they are then, and 
not till then, brought to a place of water, and bap- 
E tized, * after the ſame manner as ourſelves have 
been; for they are waſhed in the name of God 
the Father, and Lord of all, and of our Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt. This baptiſm 1s called illumination, 
becauſe the minds of the catechumens, who are 
thus waſhed, are illuminated. And, moreover, 
the perſon baptized and illuminated is baptized in 
the name of the Holy Ghoſt, who ſpake by the 
| prophets, and foretold every thing OT 
Chriſt. 
* After the believer 1s baptized,” ſays this ancient 
| writer, and incorporated, or made one with us, 
we lead him to the congregation of the brethren, 
as we call them, and then with great fervency pour 
out our ſouls in prayer, both for ourſelves, for the 
perſon baptized, and for all others throughout the 
| whole 


pon 
ght * He uſes the term S ,x Thoſe 3 
em commonly called The Fathers frequently, though im- 


properly, expreſs baptiſm by avzyeynas, regeneratio. 
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whole world; that, having embraced the truth, our | 7 
converſation may be as becometh the goſpel, and 
that we, being found doers of the word, may at 
length be ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation.' *—- 
Such is the teſtimony given by this very reſpectable 

advocate for the chriſtian cauſe, _ | 
True faith transforms the temper and frame of 
our ſouls into another image, even the image of 
Chriſt. This is done, in ſome degree, in the firſt 
ſaving diſcovery which we have of him; fo that 
he who believes in Jeſus is a new creature. Com- 
pare the two following paſſages together; in the | 
former, the apoſtle ſays, © Neither circumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but faith 
which worketh by love;” in the latter, © Neither | 
circumciſion availeth any thing, nor uncircumci- = 
| ſion, but a new creature.” We hence infer, that 
18 to be a real believer is to be a new creature. Be- 
| holding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lord, we are 
changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.“ Our very tem- 
pers are changed into his holy likeneſs; the meek 
and lowly, the devout and heavenly mind, which 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, in ſome * takes place 

in us. 

Faith : happily nfluanons all the powers of the 
ſoul 


s Juſt. Martyr, Apol, Ixxix, &c. 


— — — _ 
0 oy 


* — . - 2 _— _ 
h —— — — 2 = * 
. _— qt IN Cn noo — — — — — 4 „ = 9 — II 
. — — "= Xa — «3 — 2 — — yy 1-1 —_— * CIO 2 a 
« — — ca = 2 
— —— 2 - a PINEYA . — I N K 
a 2 an. 
& 2 Ya. 4 
. 4 8 


— —— 
— — 
= = 


I 


TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 88 


ES TA 
E ſoul, and all the actions of the life, according to 
the degree of its vigour, ftrergth and livelineſs. 
The more we live by faith on Jeſus, the more 
ſteadily we look to him, and the more ſhall we be 
transformed into his likeneſs. We lay afide every 
weight, and the fin that eaſily beſets us; we run 


of WF the race which is ſet before us, looking unto 
of Jeſus. As the face of Mojes ſhone when he had 
it Bi ſeen the divine glory, ſo there will be ſome 
at IF} rays of holineſs in our converſation in the world, 
it we live by faith in the Son of God. 
e 8. True faith ſets all things in a different light 
8 before the eyes of the ſoul, and gives it quite 
h another view of them. It is, ſays Dr. Watts, like 
W ſome heavenly glaſs applied to the organ of ſenſe, 
- WT which not only aſſiſts and improves our fight, but 
it BY repreſents all things in a divine light, even ſuch 


as they appear to the bleſſed ſpirits above. It alters 
the view and appearance of all the great and gay 
things of this life. The treaſures, the ſplendour, 
and the entertainments of this world, were once 
che moſt inviting objects upon which we could 
look ; but now we look on the world, with all the 
gayeſt and the richeſt ſcenes of it, as little, mean, 
and deſpicable things. We are crucified to the 
world by the croſs of Chriſt, We ſeek the things 
which are above, where our Redeemer litteth at 
the 
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ſaw nothing in him deſirable or delightful to us. 
We ſtood afar off from him; we neglected and 


our entrance into paradiſe. But now, being enabled 


fellow, and that all its vengeance was executed 


_ Almighty are therefore now diſarmed, and no 
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the right hand of God; and when the world be- 
gins to flatter us again, and to appear great and 
tempting in our eyes, renewed diſcoveries of his 
glory, who is the chief among ten thouſands, and 
altogether lovely, eclipſe the ſplendour of all be. | 5 
low the ſkies. © This is the victory that over. Ml 
cometh the world, even our faith.“ : 
The awful attributes of God, his holineſs, his WM 
righteouſneſs and juſtice were once the terror of 3 
our ſouls; ſo that we turned our eyes away, and 
could not contemplate him with pleaſure. As we 
had no ſolid hope in his mercy or his love, we 


forgot him ; or, perhaps, like our firſt parents, we 
vainly endeavoured to hide ourſelves from him. The 
awful threatenings of his diſpleaſure were to us as 
the meſſengers of damnation. We beheld them 
as ſo many angels with flaming ſwords, to forbid 


to believe in Jeſus, who delivers from the wrath 
to come, the terrors of the law have no more ſuch 
a dreadful aſpect. We know that the ſword of 
juſtice has awoke againſt the man who was God's 


upon him, as our Surety. The threatenings of the 


longer 
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longer ſtand as barriers in the way, to forbid our 
happineſs. 


The law proclaims no terror now, 
And S:nat's thunder roars no more. 


We behold God in Chriſt, as reconciling ſin- 


ners unto -himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes 
| unto them. Hence we are enabled to look upon 


him in his whole character, not only without diſ- 


may, but with a meaſure of delight. We * give 


thanks at the remembrance of his holineſs ;** we 
| ſurvey and dwell upon his glories with awful plea- 
| ſure; we lift up our eyes towards him with humble 
confidence, as our reconciled God, our Father, and 
our Friend for ever. 


Our conſciences were burdened with 1 15 We 


ſaid unto the Moſt High, Our fleſh trembleth 
for fear of thee, and we are afraid of thy judg- 
ments.“ We could find no relief till we were 
led to the croſs of the bleeding Prince of peace. 


He who hung upon the tree took off our burdens, 


EZ ſprinkled us with his own blood, undertook to ſe- 
cure us effetually from divine wrath, and ſaid 
W unto us, Fear not, I have redeemed you ; your 


lins are forgiven you; go in peace.” 
We believe that his blood is ſufficient to atone 


for our offences, and procure us pardon ; that his 
5 righteouſneſs is ſufficient for our acceptance unto 


eternal 
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eternal life; that his power and grace are ſufficient 
to conquer all our ſins, to deliver us out of tempta- 
tions, to ſanctify our vitiated appetites and paſſions, 
to incline our wills to holineſs, to ſtrengthen us 
for the performance of good works, to accompliſh M 
in us all the good pleaſure of his * and the 
work of faith with power. = 

9. The believing which is ſpoken of in the 
paſſage under conſideration, endears Chriſt to tle 
ſoul; ſince it is ſaid, he is precious to them that 
ſo believe. It enthrones him in the heart; for he 1 
dwells in the hearts of his people by faith. The {Ml 
proof of this is attempted in the following pages. 

10. In a word, true faith is attended with a 1 
meaſure of ſolid peace and divine joy. Theſe are 2 
experienced in different degrees by believers in Y 
Jeſus, according to the ſtrength or weakneſs of . 
their faith. But we are aſſured, that in the Lord 
all the ſeed of Iſrael ſhall not only be juſtified, . 
but they ſhall glory. This they do in an eſpecial Ml 
manner, when they are filled with all joy and 3 
peace in believing, and made to abound in hope Ml 
through the power of the Holy Ghoſt. True faith 
fixes on that which alone can give peace and reſt to 
the mind, the atoning blood and perfect righteoul- 
neſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, © We joy in God 
. N OY through 


N 
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through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom we have 
now received the atonement.” 
The happineſs of a believer's: life con6 is in 


having his mind ſtayed on the all-ſufficient Re- 
© deemer, by way of fervent affection, lively hope, 


and ſteady confidence; for © thou wilt keep him 


in perfect peace,” ſays the prophet, © whoſe mind 


is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth in thee.” 


be apoſtle Peter, writing to a ſcattered, diſperſed, 


perſecuted people, concerning Jeſus, ſays, * Whom 


having not ſeen ye love; in whom, though now ye 


ſee him not, yet beheving, ye rejoice with j Joy un- 


ſpeakable and full of glory.“ 


It may eaſily be inferred from what 8 hevn 


aid, as well as from many paſlages of ſcripture, 


that the faith of a true chriſtian is not the mere 


eſſort of nature and reaſon, but the gift of God. 
| It is therefore called the faith of the operation of 
= God. If we ſavingly believe the truth of the 
& goſpel, and its glorious promiſes, it is © given us 


ſo to believe, according to the working of God's 

mighty power, which he wrought in Chriſt, when 

he raiſed him from the dead.” . 
It may be allowed, as a late writer obſerves, that 


; believing, ſimply conſidered, is a natural act of 
che mind; but believing ſuch things as the goſpel _ 
reveals, and underftanding the nature and ex- 


D „ Se 
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cellency of them, muſt be a ſpiritual act. To 
think, and to love, ſimply conſidered, are natural 
acts; but to think good thoughts, and to love holi. 
neſs, are ſpiritual acts. The faith which is attended | 
with ſuch powerful effects, as have been mentioned, | 8 
is not of ourſelves; but is one of thoſe good and 
perfect gifts which come down from the Father of 
lights, with whom is no variableneſs, nor ſhadow | 
of turning. However ſtrong, rational, or con. | 
vincing the evidence may be which accompanies | 
the teſtimony of God, yet, without the operation 8 


of his bleſſed Spirit, it will not effectually ſubdue 


the mind which is blinded by prejudice, bloated 
with pride, benumbed with careleſsneſs, and poi. | 
ſoned with enmity againſt the truth. | 

We deſcribe the operations of a gracious mind | 
in detail, as if a conſiderable ſpace of time were 
requiſite for the production of them; but it ought 
to be remembered, that the change wrought1n a ſin- | 
ner's conceptions and views, in his transformation : 
from death unto lite, from a ſtate of nature to a f 
ſtate of grace, may be inſtantaneous. For there 8 
is no middle condition between death and life, en- 
mity and reconciliation, unbelief and faith, or 
condemnation and juſtification. The publican, 
oppreſſed with conſcious guilt, cried out, as he 


Imote upon his breaſt, God be merciful to me a 


ſin⸗ 


* 
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ſinner,” and he went down to his houſe juſtified. 
The jailor at Philzppr inquired what he muſt do to 
be ſaved, and the ſame night gave evidence of an 


entire change of mind; for it is ſaid,.* he believed, 


rejoicing in God with all his houſe.“ The Lord 

opened the heart of Lydia, and ſhe attended to the 
things which were ſpoken. of Paul. Three thou- 
ſand of Peter's. hearers,.on the day of Pentecoſt, 
hardened in impenitence, and fixed in unbelief, 
were at once pricked in their hearts, under awful 


1 apprehenſions of their ſin and danger; they were 


directed to the divine remedy provided for the re- 


W licf of ruined man, they gladly received the word, 


were baptized, and the ſame day added to the 


church. The converſion of Zaccheus was ſome- 


what ſimilar. It 1s true, all theſe were extraor- 
dinary inſtances of the power of ſaving grace. 


But, in all other caſes, I humbly apprehend, the 
5 change, as it is in itſelf, and as it is in the fight of 
7 God, muſt be inſtantaneous, though the diſcovery 
W of it, both to the ſinner's own ſatisfaction, and to 
: the ſatisfaction of others, is often very gradual. 
-n- The preciſe period when it takes place is known to 
| God, though it is often unknown to the party him- 


ſelf, otherwiſe than by the effects which follow 


| upon it. 


1 e of God's word giveth Rinn; but 
| 2 2 8 the 
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the light at firſt is not clear and diſtinct. The God : 
that cauſed the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, MW 
ſhineth into the finner's benighted heart, to give 
the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face 
of Jefus Chriſt. Yet it is but a very little which 
any believer knows at firſt, in compariſon with the W 
diſcoveries which are afterwards made to him, z 
Perhaps all he can ſay bears ſome reſemblance to 
the language of the young man in the goſpel, wo 
had been born blind, One thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I fee.” Faith, in like 
manner, may be at firſt but as a grain of muſtard 
ſeed, but it is a great happineſs when * your faith 
groweth exceedingly, and,” as its proper attendant, W 
when © your charity towards each other aboundeth.” 
The difciples faid unto the Lord, © Increaſe our 
FSaith.”'*. 5 
The 7 
* © It is not neceſſary that all theſe ſeveral workings E: 
of the heart ſhould be plain, diſtintt, and ſenſible in 
every true believer. For the actions of the ſoul, and 
eſpecially the ſprings, the motives, and deſigns of 
thoſe actions, are ſo hidden, and ſo mingled with each 
other, that they are not all diſtinftly perceived, even 
by the man himſelf in whom they take place. When 
the poor man in the goſpel ſaid, © Lord, I believe; 
help thou my unbelief;”” there were a multitude of 
crowding thoughts and paſſions, which produced 
and mingled with thoſe ele and expreſſions of fear 
and faith, that could never be diſtinctly appre- W 
z  hended Mb 
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The great ine which are aſcribed to faith by 


the inſpired writers, ſhould induce us to be very 


deeply concerned to be partakers of it. We find 


them conſtantly aſſerting ſuch things concerning 


faith as may convince us of its great uſe. Men 


have remiſſion of ſins through faith; they are juſti- 


fied by faith; their hearts are purified by faith; 


they have acceſs to God by faith; they live, they 
= walk, they ſtand by faith; they overcome all 


enemies by faith; they are kept by the power of 
God through faith, and, to comprehend all in one 


Word, they are ſaved by faith. How neceſſary, 


how 1mportant then is the apoſtle's exhortation, 


| * Examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith!“ 


Faith, we ee, 1s neither more nor leſs than a 
cordial belief of the truth. So the divine word 
defines it.“ Theſe things were written that ye 


; might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
God. and that, believing, ye might have life 


through his name.“ But then, it may be ſaid of 
faith as of love to God, of defire after him, and of 


| 070 and j joy in him b their fruits ye ſhail know 


24 | | them. 


hended and recounted by the perſon who felt them.“ 
Dr, Wrrs 


Vet the concomitants of ſaving faith, or thoſe things 

which prove it to be ſuch, ſhould be carefully at- 

tended to, left we ſhould deceive ourſelves in a mat- 
ter of ſo much importance. 
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them. They are all diſtinguiſhed and diſcerned 
to be true and genuine, by their attendants, and | 
the way in which they are manifeſted. 

In reſpe& to faith, the word of God fully and 
clearly ſets before us what are its attendants and its 
fruits, where it is true and unfeigned. It is the 
leſs needful to enlarge on them here, becauſe this 55 
is intended to be done through the whole of the 
following chapter. I hope the brief and ſimple 
account of faith, already given, will not be found 
materially defective. And I would earneſtly en- 
treat the reader to examine himſelf concerning ; 
this important article. No ſubjett of a religious . 
nature is perhaps more controverted than this. 
But after all that has been ſaid upon it, on one N 
ſide and another, I apprehend it is evident from '| 
the ſcriptures, — | 

That no man is a true believer whoſe heart is 
not changed by the grace and Spirit of God. For 
if any man be in Chriſt he is a new creature; old 
things are paſſed away; behold all things are be- 
come new.“ Being dead in your fins, ye are 
riſen with him, through the faith of the operation 
of God.” The faith of him who lives a careleſs, 
unconcerned, thoughtleſs life, is vain; he is yet 
in his ſins. | 

; Not man is a true believer, in whom the bleſſed BW 
Spirit MW 


Www, 


its 
guide you into all truth. He ſhall reprove the 
us 
- | He ſhall glorify me, for he ſhall take of mine, and 
: 9 ſhall ſhew it unto you.“ The man who has never 
bad a heart. affecting diſcovery of the purity of 


| to Jeſus Chriſt above all; who ſees no beauty, no 
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Spirit of God does not dwell, as his teacher and 
guide. As many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the Sons of God; but if any man have 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, * is none of his. 


« When he the Spirit of truth is come, he ſhall : 


world ot ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment. 


God's law, of the exceeding ſinfulneſs and. juſt 


; demerit of fin, of his own guilty and depraved 


condition, of his utter helpleſsneſs, and the infuf- 
ficiency of any righteouſneſs he can perform, to 


recommend him to the divine favour; the man 
who has never been taught, in an efficacious way, 
the glory of Chriſt's perſon, the ſufficiency of his 


ſacrifice, as a. proper atonement for ſin, the per- 


5 fection of his righteouſneſs, the fulneſs of his grace, 
and his ability to fave to the uttermoſt; the man 


who has not been taught theſe things, in ſome de- 


gree, is yet in a ſlate of unbelief. How can he 
have faith who knows not what God's word re- 


veals as the truth? © I know,“ ſays the apoſtle, 
* whom I have believed.“ 
He is no true believer whoſe heart 1s not attached 


ex 
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excellency, no lovelineſs in him; for to all thoſe - 
who believe he 1s precious. When the apoſtle 7 
Paul requires us to examine ourſelves, whether we 3 
be in the faith, he adds, Know ye not your own 5 
ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye 85 
be reprobates? According to him, to be in the 
faith, and to have Chriſt dwelling in us, ſo as to 
poſſeſs the chief place in our affections, and bear 2 
ſway in our fouls, are one and the ſame thing. : 

He is no true believer, in whom the word of - 
God does not dwell, in its ſanctifying power and 5 
energy. Where the truth is cordially believed, it : 
enters the mind, it is received into the heart, it is M 
incorporated with the ſoul, and it dwells and abides - 
there. © The truth dwelleth in you. My word abideth 
in you. It worketh effectually in you that believe. 
It is in you as the ingrafted word which is able to 
ſave the ſoul. Ye have obeyed from the heart 
that form of doctrine which was delivered unto 
you.” All theſe emphatical expreſſions are deſ- 
criptive of them that believe. Hence 1s that re- 
markable account. of faith which is given us by 
the apoſtle to the Hebrews, where he tells us, that 
« faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for.“ It 
realizes them, and gives them a ſubſiſtence in the 
mind and heart. The law of God is written there. 
The truth of Chriſt abides there, in its light, is 

| | energy, 


Va. 


eerely approved, and does ftill heartily approve of 
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© energy, its ſanctifying and governing power. It 
bears ſway in the ſoul, and rules the life. Reader, 
mis is faith unfeigned, faith in reality, or as the 
Z | apoſtle Peter terms it, “ precious faith;” precious 
Fin its author, its object, its uſe, its efficacy, and 
W its end. f 


It muſt appear to every attentive reader, from 


what has been ſaid, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
WT his work of mediation for the recovery and ſalva- 
Lon of loſt ſinners, as propoſed in the promiſes of 
it the goſpel, is the proper object of faith. Hence 
is it is called a believing in him, and a believing on 
his name. If men would attend to their own ex- 
perience in the applications they make to God for 


pardon and ſalvation, many unneceſſary diſputes 


concerning faith would be prevented. Every true 
W chriſtian knows, that he has been enabled, with 
bis whole heart, to believe the divine promiſes, 


containin g and propoſing the atonement of the Re- 


deemer, as the procuring cauſe of our reconcilia- 
tion and peace with God, according to the riches 


of his infinite grace and mercy. * To him give 
all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion 
of fins,” Every chriſtian knows, that he has ſin- 


the 
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the way of juſtification and ſalvation by Jeſus 15 
Chriſt, propoſed in the goſpel, as affording a molt 
glorious diſplay of the wiſdom, the holineſs, the : 
love, and the mercy of God. Hence the apoſtle | : 
Paul deſcribes the faith of thoſe who are called, 
by its approbation of the wiſdom and power of God, 
in the plan of ſalvation. © We preach Chriſt cru. 
cified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling-block, and unto . 
the Greeks fooliſhneſs; but unto them that are 3 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Chriſt the power ” 
of God, and the wiſdom of God.” In the want 
of this gracious acquieſcence in the goſpel, ſcheme, 5 
conſiſts the nature of unbelief. Without this, no 
man is influenced by evangelical motives, to hate 
and renounce fin, or to devote himſelf to God in - 
the way of obedience. But wherever this cordial . 
ſincere approbation of the way of life by Jeſus 
Chriſt doth prevail in the mind, it will certainly 
produce humiliation for ſin, and holineſs of life. 

The immediate deſign of Jehovah, in the great 
and important concern of our ſalvation, is, to 
diſplay his own infinite perfections; “ to declare 
his righteouſneſs, to commend his love, to manifeſt 
his wiſdom and his power,“ as his word every 
where teſtifies; and the buſineſs of faith, in re- 
ceiving the ineffable benefits of this ſalvation, is to 


give that glory to him which he deſigns ſo to exalt. 
| Abra- 


* * 
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eſus WM Abraham, being ſtrong in the faith, gave aaa to 
nolt God; and this is the nature of faith, even in its 
the weakeſt degree. We behold his glory, as in a 
tle] glaſs. He gives us the light of the knowledge of 
led, his glory, in the face of Jeſus Chriſt.“ The ſoul 
odd W of a believer doth herein give unto God, the glory * 
Ma ö Jof all thoſe holy properties of his nature, which he 
_ I deſigned to manifeſt, in our ſalvation by his own 
are BY dear Son. To him the Father ſaid, Thou art my 
"BY Servant, O Hrael, in whom I will be glorified.” 
ant 


And he direfts us to fix our believing regards on 
him as ſuch; © Behold my Servant, whom I up- 
hold, mine Ele&, in whom my ſoul delighteth ; 1 
have put my Spirit upon him; he ſhall bring forth 


is N e unto the Gentiles.“ 

ial 

us BY Before I conclude this chapter, I would beg 
ly leave, in a plain and ſerious manner, to addreſs 


© thoſe who are yet in a ſtate of impenitence and un- 
at belief. 

o % Suppoling you then, my dear reader, to be in 
© BY this condition, I would entreat you, by all that 
it Tegard which you ought to have for the everlaſting 
Y I velfare and ſalvation of your own ſoul, to con- 
der what the bleſſed God ſays to you in his holy 
0 WW word, that word according to which you are to 2 


judged at the laſt day. 1 an 
i- | | : ” The 
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The goſpel, as we have ſeen, plainly declareg . 
that God has contrived a way for the reconciling of + 
ſinners unto himſelf; that this was accompliſhed 
by his ſubſtituting his own, his only begotten Son 
in the room of the guilty, ſending him into the MW 
world to work out ſalvation for them, delivering 
him up to death, even the death of the croſs, as an 
atoning ſacrifice for their offegces, and raiſing : 
him again from the dead for their juſtification. It | 
declares, that, by this divine expedient, the law 
which they had violated is perfectly fulfilled and : 
magnified, divine juſtice fully ſatisfied, and God WW 
well pleaſed and glorified. It alſo declares, that 
whoſoever heartily receives and believes this teſti. 
mony, upon the authority of Him who reveals it, 
ſhall moſt certainly be ſaved ; and that purely by 
free grace, without any reſpect to works or me- iſ 
rits of his own, through the ann which is 
in Jeſus Chriſt. 3 

Upon this ground the goſpel addreſſes ſinners as 
ſuch, ſinners of every rank and degree, calling 
upon them to regard and believe its gracious mel- 
ſages, that they may be ſaved. It not only con- 
tains a declaration of facts, concerning the perſon WM 
and work bf the Redeemer, but the kindeſt invita - f 
tions and exhortations, founded upon that declara- ; 
tion, The Son of God himſelf repreſents the 
pt preach- 
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res [preaching of the goſpel, under the notion of invit- 
of ing to a marriage- ſupper, where all things are pre- 
cd Bi pared and ready for the gueſts. All ſorts of perſons 
on are invited; the poor, the maimed, the halt and 
he the blind; they are called from all thoſe places 
ng Wwhich may be ſuppoſed to be the haunts of the 
an deſtitute and the miſerable; ſuch as the ſtreets and 
ng > lanes of the city, and the high-ways and hedges of 
I. the country. The ſervants are commanded to bid 
aw Wt heſe ſons and daughters of want and wretchedneſs 
nd Bo come to the marriage; nay, even by thoſe efforts 
od Wot perſuaſion, which are mighty through God, to 
W-om/:! them to come in, that the — may be 
orniſhed with gueſts. 

8 What Jeſus Chriſt repreſents by way of parable, 
the apoſtle Paul holds forth without a figure. At- 
end to what he ſays with the greateſt cloſeneſs, 
E y dear reader; it is not a vain thing; your life is 
1 nit.“ All things are of God, who hath reconciled 
1 5 to himſelf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given to us 
Ihe miniſtry of reconciliation, to wit, That God 


el. 7 as in Chriſt reconciling the world unto himſelf, 
n. not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them; and hath 
on committed unto us the word of reconciliation. Now 
ta; 


9 Wien, we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God 
lid beſeech you by us, we pray you, in Chriſt's 

Mead, be ye reconciled to God.” Theſe ambaſſa- 
E | dors 
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ee 
dors were to preſs home the doctrine of reconcilia. 
tion upon guilty, rebellious men, as the grand mo. 
tive and argument, through the power of divine 
grace, to engage them to give up themſelves to 
God, to acquaint themſelves with him, and fo o 
be at peace. This is the drift and ſcope, not of: - 
few paſſages only, but of the whole of the New Tel. - 
tament. That this may not paſs unnoticed, the N 
Author of that divine book ſays, in the concluſion 
of it, I am the Root and the Offspring of David. 3 


the bright and the morning Star; and the Spirit and 


the Bride ſay Come; and let him that heareth, ſay, 
Come; and let him that is athirſt come; and who. Z 
ſoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 


Language more kind, more generous, or more free, 


cannot poſſibly be deviſed. Yet this is perfettly = 
conformable to what Jeſus ſaid to ſinners, when he ; | 
himſelf ſojourned amongſt them: In the laſt day, 
the great day of the feaſt, Jeſus ſtood and cried, | 
ſaying, If any man thirſt, let him come unto me 
and drink. He that believeth on me, as the ſcrip - 
ture hath ſaid, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers oi 
living water.” Nothing can be plainer, than that 55 
this was addreſſed to thoſe who were then in a ſta 
of unbelief; O that you may attend to it, and re- x 
ceive it with thankfulneſs and joy, giving glory t0 . 
God for the richneſs and freeneſs of his grace! 

TI 


F 
* 


lia. 
W Chriſt be confidered as an inſuperable bar; for he 
that calls you to this, can, at the ſame time, give 


mo. 


ine 


; to 


0 t0 


of a i 
the ariſe from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee 
on 2 light.” His word is quick and powerful. It is as 
: fire, to quicken the lifeleſs ſou], and as a hammer, 
Z to break the rock in pieces. It ſhall not return 
WT unto him void, but ſhall accompliſh that which 
a 5 he pleaſes, and proſper in the thing whereunto he 
a ſends it. 
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Let not your own inability to believe in Jeſus 


you power. He whoſpoke the world into exiſtence, 


© he who quickens the dead by his potent word, may, 


S with the greateſt propriety, ſay to him who is dead 


in treſpaſſes and ſins, Awake, thou that ſleepeſt, 


Unbelievers are ROE of in the word of God 


as being dead in fin; by which is intended, their 


hing under a charge of guilt, which ſubjects them 
WT to condemnation ; and their being under the power 


53 and dominion of ſin. But this moral death is not, 
2 in all reſpects, like the natural death of the body; 
br then the uſe of means to quicken and rouſe ſuch 
perſons would not only be improper, but abſolutely 
F hopeleſs. Sinner, you have a conſcience, you 


have a ſenſe of right and wrong, you have hopes, 


Hou have fears, and other affections, capable of 


W being w * upon by thoſe means which God has 


E 2 | ap- 
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appointed. Your guilt will therefore be aggravate( : 
in proportion to the means of inſtruction you en. ; 
joy, and the warnings and exhortations given you, 
if you are not brought to repentance.. This is ſo : 
evident from the word of God, that it ſeems un. 
neceſſary to produce particular proofs of it. From : 
this conſideration it is plain, that you are capable ; 
of inſtruction, and of conviction, by the uſe of thoſe 
means which divine wiſdom has ordained for that 
purpole ; otherwiſe your guilt would not be height. 7 
ened by diſregarding them. : 

There 1s ſuch a ſuitableneſs in the means hic 7 
God has appointed, for bringing you to the know. 
ledge of the truth, that if you ſhould obſtinately re. 
ject them, you would be entirely without excuſe, 0 
The goſpel is the happy expedient for quickening 8 
thoſe who are dead in ſin, ſince it is the power of 


God to the ſalvation of every one that believeth, 


The moſt wonderful effects are aſcribed to it; it 
enlightens the underſtanding, it quickens the con- 
ſcience, it converts the ſoul, and ſanctifies the : 
mind. And though it does not produce theſe i 
effects, without the agency of the bleſſed Spirit of 


God, yet his agency is not to be conſidered as ab- 4 
ſtracted from the means; for he works by them on i 


the minds of men; and gives them all their efficacy, 


Open that precious book, the New Teſtament, 


* 


% 
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2 
my dear fellow - ſinner, and you will preſently find, 
that the God of infinite mercy invites you to repent, 
and believe the goſpel. At the ſame time, you 
Vill find, that he does not call you to believe, with- 
cout ſhewing you what you are to believe, and ex- 
bibiting the cleareſt and fulleſt evidence for it. 
Neither does he call you to repent, without declar- 
” ing unto you, both your ſin, and your danger on 
1 account of it. I will ſuppoſe that you have read 


rhi. this divine book, and that you have repeatedly 


= heard the goſpel preached. You are not then in 


the ſame ſtate of total ignorance in which you once 
; 5 were, You know ſomething of religion in theory. 
Lou have received ſome information which you 
once had not, both concerning your danger, and the 


E divine remedy. Give me leave to remind you, 
that if you ſhould negle& ſo great ſalvation, you 
will be hereby rendered quite inexcuſable. For 
ſuch negle& muſt now be the effect of perverſeneſs, 
and not ſimply of ignorance. But O that your at- 
tention may be engaged to the evidence and the 
importance of the goſpel-meſſage; and that your 
heart may be won to believe and embrace the truth 
as it is in Jeſus! Remember, that the declaration 
of it is accompanied with the moſt kind and tender 
invitations, entreaties and expoſtulations, which 
are urged in the ſcriptures, by the moſt alluring and 
| "KS: — alarm- 
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— 
alarming motives that can poſſibly be propoſed 
to the human mind. God forbid that you ſhould be 
proof againſt them all, and harden yourſelf in un- 
belief, to your own utter ruin! Give the goſpel a 
fair hearing; conſider its evidence; attend to its 
kind and pathetic entreaties. Search the ſcriptures 
daily, whether theſe things are ſo. The Bereans 
did this, and the ſacred hiſtorian tells us, that 
* therefore many of them believed.” 

Let me entreat you to attempt the ſolemn work of 
calling upon God by earneſt prayer and ſupplica. 
tion. Hearken to what he himſelt ſays unto you, 
in reference to this; © Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while he is near; 
jet the wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; and let him return unto the Lord, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for he will abundantly pardon.” * 

The goſpel holds forth immediate relief to a 
wounded conſcience. The ſame hour that the jailor 
at Philippi aſked, © What muſt I do to be ſaved?” 


he was told that the remedy was at hand; Believe 


. *, Sec/an excellent little piece, entitled, Thoughts 
on the Calls and Invitations of the e ; printed at 
Edinburgh, and ſold by Guthrie and Ogle, price 6d. 


I ſuppole the author to be Mr. M* Lean but who- 


ever he be, he has my ſincereſt thanks for this judi- 


; 
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in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” 
No long courſe of preparation, no pre- requiſites, 
no previous qualifications are neceſſary. Should 
they indeed be ſought, they would be ſought in 


vain, Humiliation for ſin, love to God, devoted- 


E neſs to him, and victory over ſin and the world, 
are not to be looked for in ourſelves, in order that 
ve may, on ſuch grounds, be encouraged to believe; 
ſo far from it, that they are ſpoken of in the ſcrip- 
W& tures as the certain eds conſequent upon believ- 


ing. The legal ſpirit of which we are all naturally 


: poſſeſſed, leads us to imagine, that we muſt not 
embrace the promiſe of life by Chriſt Jeſus, unleſs 


; 5 we are ſome way fitted, prepared and qualified for 


ſo doing. This is a perverſion of the free proclama- 
tion of the goſpel, and turning, in ſome ſort, the 
& covenant of grace into a covenant of works. This 
is ſetting the goſpel remedy at ſo great a diſtance, 
that it is impoſſible for us to claim the benefit of it. 
E Whereas, the word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart, that is, the word of faith 
& which we preach; that if thou ſhalt confeſs with 
thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
& ſhalt be ſaved.” The glory of this ineſtimable 
© bleſſing is, that it is abſolutely free to ſinners, as 

— of every rank and degree ; and, like the brazen 
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ſerpent to the wounded, dying Iſraelites, it is de. 2 
ſigned to give immediate relief to periſhing ſouls, if 
WHOSOEVER believeth in him ſhall not periſh... 
WHrHoOS0EVER will, let him come,“ without ſeeking Z 
for any kind of recommendation whatever. If he 
is a ſinner, for ſuch the remedy is provided. This 
is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſin. ] 
ners. It is a deplorable miſtake to look for the . 
effects of faith where the efficacious cauſe of thoſe s 
effects is wanting. Does the afflicted perſon ſay, 


As ſoon as I am cured of this deadly diſtemper, | 


will call in the help of a phyſician?' The man 
who is fallen into an horrible pit, whoſe feet flick 5 
faſt in the miry clay, wants immediate relief, and 8 


never thinks of waiting till he is qualified to deſerve ; 


it, from the friendly hand which is ready to draw 


bim out. When Peter was ſinking in the mighty 


deep, he 1 cried out, Lord, wm or | 


| 8 2 


They who 8 believed throu * grace are, in 


the word of inſpiration, deſeribed by thoſe holy 


diſpoſitions, and that heavenly walk, which are the 

neceſſary fruits and appendages of faith; as ſuch, 

I have endeavoured to point them out in the pre- 

ceding pages. But it would be a ſtrange perver- 

hon of the order of things, to conclude that we 

| | | muſt 
; 
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muſt not believe the promiſes of ſalvation by Jeſus 


& Chriſt, till we find in ourſelves thoſe fruits which 
can only be experienced in conſequence of believ- 
ing them. Remember, my dear fellow ſinner, 
tbat your heart can only be purified by faith, and 
that love to God, and conformity to his will, fol- 
oy upon believing, as effects which are dependent 
on their cauſe. Let the tree be made good, and its 
fruit may be expected to be ſo; but men do not 

gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles. With 
out faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. This is 
the work of God,” a work moſt acceptable in his 
© ſight, © that ye believe in him whom he hath ſent.“ 
The hiſtory of Chriſt, the truths of his goſpel, and 
1 the promiſes of his grace, were written, that ye 
might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of 
Cod, and that believing, ye might have life through 
: his name.” Thus the God of all grace propoſed to 
L our firſt parent, in his loſt, forlorn, and hopeleſs 
condition, the promiſe of redemption by Chriſt, the 
belief of which, no doubt, brought him back from 
the borders of deſpair, and gave him immediate 


relief, 
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The kale ened finner's adreſs to God, Juted to ths 


foregoing renaris. 


Almighty and everlaſting God, my Creator, my 
Preſerver, and my Judge, before whoſe awful tri. 


bunal I muſt ſhortly make my appearance. I an 
a poor individual of the fallen race of mankind, 


ſhapen in iniquity, conceived in ſin, and chargeable 
with actual tranſgreſſions almoſt without number, 
I have brought myſelf under the condemning ſen. 
tence of thy righteous law, and rendered myſelf 
deſerving of thine everlaſting diſpleaſure, It is 
high time for me to awake out of fleep, and to in- 
quire, with the utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, and the deepeſt W 
concern, whether there be any poſſible way of 
eſcaping that wrath which is revealed from heaven 3 
againſt all ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men? 

I feel a ray of hope ſpring up in my ſoul, fince 
thou haſt faid, in thy holy word, “ye have de- 


- Rroyed yourſelves, but in me is your help.“ Jeſus 


Chriſt, thy only begotten Son, came into the world 
to ſave ſinners, ſuch as J am. This is no deluſive 
ſuppoſition, no uncertain report; it is a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy. of all acceptation. But I learn 
from the ſacred ſcriptures, that he who diſregards 
this teſtimony, who receives it not in the love of 


the truth, who believes not in the Son of God, the 


only, 
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only, the appointed Saviour, muſt everlaſtingly 


9 periſh. I learn from thy word, that pardon of ſin, 
deliverance from condemnation, and the enjoy- 
my ment of eternal telicity, are inſeparably connected 
tri. MW with true faith in his name. 5 
am Do thou mercifully impart to me that divine 
ind, illumination, without which I ſhall neither know 
ble the way of peace, nor believe the truth to the ſaving 
ber. of my ſoul. O teach me to know myſelf, the deep 
en. ME depravity of my nature, the guiltineſs of my whole 
ſelf life, the purity of that law which I have violated, 
- is MW the inflexibility of that holineſs and juſtice which 
in. I have offended, the exceeding ſinfulneſs of ſin, 
xe and my own utter inability to do any thing, towards 
of delivering my own ſoul out of that ſtate of miſery 
en into which I have brought myſelf. Bring me to an 
n? ME acquaintance with thee, the only true God, and 
ce with Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent to redeem 
le. ¶ and fave the loſt and the undone, whom to know'is 
ſus life eternal. May thy Holy Spirit ſet before me, 


e powerful and engaging manner, the 


ve glory of his perſon, the ſufficiency. of his ſacrifice, 
y- WE the efficacy of his blood to cleanſe from all fin, the 
rn perfection of his righteouſneſs to clothe the naked 
ds foul, the fulneſs of his grace to ſupply every want, 
of and his ability in every reſpett to ſave to the utter 
ic BY moſt all that come unto God by him. c 


— 


62 | CHRIST PRECIOUS. 


— | 
May that precious goſpel, of which Chriſt crucified 
is the ſum and ſubſtance, appear to me in all its truth, f 

as the teſtimony of God; in all its ſacred importance, 
as the word of life; in all its fulneſs, its ſuitableneſs 
to my caſe, its preciouſneſs, and its glory, that 1 
may be enabled to receive it with full and entire f 
approbation, as a ſyſtem moſt honourable to God, 
and ſafe for man, and that I may believe it with my 
whole heart. | . 5 
Let me be a partaker of that faith which i is con-. 
netted with unfeigned repentance of ſin, a fincere 
attachment to Jeſus Chriſt, a ſubjection of hean | 
and lite to his will and government, an holy indif. 
ferency to all that this preſent world can afford, and 
a ſincere and conſtant endeavour to obey thy com- 
mands. May I receive and embrace the truth as it 
is in Jeſus, ſo that it may dwell and abide in me, in 
all its ſacred energy and ſanctifying power, work- 
ing effectually in me, as it does in all them that be- 
lieve. Thus let my heart be purified by faith, and 
give me an inheritance among them who are ſantti- Þ 
fied by faith which is in thee. Nor let me be a Þ 
ſtranger to the joy of faith ; but fill me with all that 
Joy and peace in believing, which ariſe from the 
view and manifeſtation of pardoning mercy, through 
the precious blood of thy dear Son; to whom, with 
thyſelf, and the bleſſed Spirit, the one eternal God, 


be equal and endleſs praiſes. Amen. 
Et He CHAP. 
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** 83 en 


CHAP. III. 


to them. 


OD hath magnified his love, and ſet forth the 
5 riches of his grace towards us, in a manner 
. which ſhould effectually allure our hearts to him. 
While we were enemies, and rebels in open arms 
; againſt him, he was pleaſed to ſend his beloved 
W Son to die for our ſins, in order to redeem us from 
death. He who is the brightneſs of his Father's 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, became 
. a man of ſorrows for our ſakes. In the greatneſs 
. of his condeſcenſion, he called himſelf the Son of 
man, but all the fulneſs of the God-head dwelt bo- 
. dily in him. He was declared to be God manifeſt 
in the fleſh, He came down from his Father's 
S boſom, and became man, not to condemn the 
5 world of mankind, but to expoſe his life and blood 
bor our ſakes; to make his ſoul an offering for our 
ſins, to ſuſtain inconceivable anguiſh and ſorrow, 


and to die for us, that he might bring us back to 


Cod and happineſs. He poured out his ſoul to 
death, to ſecure us from the deſervec, wrath and 
| vengeance of God. He was wounded for our 
@ tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities. 
The chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him, that 
* | F | _ we 
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we through his ſtripes might be healed. He waz 


ſtricken and ſmitten of God, and afflicted, that he 


might open the way for us to partake of divine 


mercy, and render the offended Majeſty of hea. 


"= 


ven a more proper, and a more engaging objett of 
our love. | ] 

He is the beloved Son of God, the firſt and the 
everlaſting favourite of heaven, the higheſt object 
of his Father's delight; he is the great peace-maker 
between God and ſinners, the chief meſſenger of 
divine love to men. If he had not undertaken to 
make peace by the blood of his croſs, we ſhould 
have continued the children of wrath for ever, * We 
ſhould have been in the ſame ſtate with the fallen 
angels, for whom no ſaviour is provided, and to 
whom no promiſe of pardon and reconciliation is 
made. To us the child was born, to us the Son 
was given. He came to deliver us from our ſtate of 
enmity and rebellion, to ſave us from fin and its 
awful conſequences; from the curſe of God's 


righteous law, and from everlaſting deſtruftion. 


His heart was pierced for the ſake of ſinful men. 
The meſſages of his own, and of his Father's love, 
he has written to us in lines of blood ; he ſealed the 
covenant of peace between God and man with the 
blood of his croſs, which he ſhed for us, to procure 


the remiſſion of our fins. This is that divine Sa- 
pg, | viour 
F 

* 


/ 
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viour who, though diſregarded by many, is precious 
to thoſe that believe. I now proceed, To conſider 
what evidence they give that he 1s Precious to 


SECTION 1, 


I Chrift is precious to us, we ſhall Ws our ever- 
£1 laſting concerns in his hands. 


Y THE apoſtle Peter, when he Cake of Chriſt 

; being precious to them that believe, repreſents him 
under the idea of a foundation. Wherefore alſo 
K it is contained in the ſcripture, Behold, I lay in 
ion a chief corner- ſtone, elect, precious: and he 
hat believeth on him ſhall not be confounded. 
2 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious; 

E that is, precious under that conſideration particu- 
E: [larly ; and you.ſhew it, by making it your chief de- 
1 ſign and care to be found built upon him, as the 
. ſure foundation. 

They who truſt in their own hearts, and go 
N about to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs, like the 
Wuabelieving Jews, do, like them, ſtumble. at the 
ſtumbling-ſtone. To ſuch Chrift cannot be ſaid, 
Win any ſenſe, to be precious; ſince they ſet them-_ 
ſelves directly to oppoſe the very deſign of his 
coming into this world, which was, that he might 
F 2 ; | be 
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be * the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every 
one that belteveth.”” That man is no true believer 
in Jeſus who reſts in the law, and endeavours to 
lay a foundation of hope contrary ts that which is 
laid, even Jeſus Chriſt. He ſeeks not righteouſneſs 
by faith, but as it were by the works of the law, 
But he, to whom the Saviour of ſinners 1s pre. 
cious, 1s dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, that 
he may live unto God, He places all his confi. 
dence tor acceptance with the Father, and for ever. 
laſting life, in that divine Redeemer in whom the 
Centiles truſt. He worſhips God in the Spirit, he 
rejoices in Chriſt Jeſus, and has no confidence in ; 
the fleſh. He knows whom he has believed, and | 
is perſuaded that that almighty Saviour is able to 
keep what he has committed unto him until that day, 
In ſhort, all his hopes centre in him. | 
Hence the ſacred writers ſo frequently ſpeak of 
the actual out-goings of a gracious ſoul towards 
Jeſus Chriſt, for ſalvation—of looking and coming 
to him—of receiving him—and of truſting in 
him. This is ſomething more than giving credit to 
the teſtimony which is given concerning him; ſome- 
thing different from the belief of the truth. But at 
the ſame time, he who really, and from his heart, 
believes what God's word reveals concerning the 
nature of ſin, his own vile and loſt condition, to- 
| | gether 


: 


10 THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 67 


i ODD 
@ gether with the glorious way in which ſinners are 
ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, will neceſſarily be induced 
to flee to him, to receive him, and to reſt upon him 
for the ſalvation of his ſoul. It muſt be ſo in the 
; very nature of things. How could the enlightened 
© ſinner give evidence that Chriſt is precious to him, 
as one who is able to fave to the uttermoſt, if he 
© himſelf have no degree of hope, truſt, or confi- 
I dence in him, under that conſideration ? Hence, 
E though this dependence on the Redeemer for ſal- 
5 vation is diſtinct from the belief of the truth con- 

cerning him, it is diſtinct from it only as an inſepa- 
. rable effect is diſtinct from its cauſe. Faith and 
C truſt may be diſtinguiſhed, but they cannot be di- 
4 vided. Some degree of hope or truſt in Chriſt ap- 
8 pears to be the neceſſary and immediate effect of 
5 believing what the goſpel reveals concerning him. 
bl When the ſinner underſtands and realizes what God 
: lays of the evil of ſin, of the miſery of fallen man, 


ing and of the appointed way of ſalvation by a glorious 
in and all-ſufficient Mediator, he, in conſequence, 


5 flies for refuge to the hope ſet before him, and ven- 
& tures the whole weight of his everlaſting intereſts 


mat in his hands. 
art, The convinced ſinner is deeply b e with a 
the ſenle of the inſufficiency of his own works; he has 


given up all hope of acceptance with God by any 
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thing which he hath done, or ever can do; if we 
therefore ſuppoſe him to have no truſt in the Sa. 
viour of finners, he muſt be in a ſtate of abſolute 
deſpair; and this is entirely inconſiſtent with that 
faith which, as we have ſeen, implies the choice 
and approbation of God's way of ſaving ſinners by | 
Jeſus Chriſt. Hope and truft are the immediate 
and natural conſequences of ſuch believing views 
of the propriety and the glory of the divine'remedy, 
as have been mentioned in the former chapter, 

A great deal is ſaid in the Old Teſtament con- 
cerning hope and truſt. The term faith very rarely 
occurs. But the hope and truſt ſo frequently 
| ſpoken of by Moes, David and the prophets, cer- 

tainly comprehend and include what is called faith 
by the writers of the New Teſtament. Hope and 
truſt ſweetly compoſe the ſoul of 'a regenerate man, 
and bring him into that ſtate of reſt and tranquillity 
which is ſo defirable, amidſt the fluctuations and 
diſquietudes to which human life is fubje&t. All 
the reſt we enjoy in this world is connected with i 
truſt in God. Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee ; becauſe he 
truſteth in thee.” The ſpecial object of this truſt 
is God, reconciled unto us through the mediation 
of his Son. Reſpect muſt be had to this mediation, 
where the ns the mercy, the grace, the 
, name, 


'TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE.  Gg 
| „ 4 


we name, the faithfulneſs, or the power of God is 


Sa- mentioned, as that on which the ſoul relies. For 
lute ¶ none of theſe can be the object of a helpleſs ſinner's 
that ¶ nuſt, but on account of that covenant which is con- 
dice brmed and ratified by the blood of the Redeemer. 
by When the infinite mercy of God is ſpoken ot in 
late 3 baer as that in which we are to confide, we 


ews I Ware to underſtand by it, his unbounded grace, ſet- 


dy, { Wing forth Jefus Chriſt, as the propitiation for our 
. ſins. Truſt in this mercy is what the apoſtle calls 
on- 7 0 receiving the atonement.” Receiving it denotes 
rely b our approbation of it, and our confiding 1n it, as 
atly the great effe& of divine wiſdom, goodneſs, faith 
er- fulneſs, love and grace, which can never fail thoſe 
270 ; who rely upon it. 
and 5 It is not the part of wiſdom, in natural inge! to 
an, truſt any one with affairs of importance before we 
lity : know him; if we ſhould do ſo, though perhaps our 


concerns may be ſafe in his hands, yet every dif. 


All couraging circumſtance, every flying report, will 
71th 2 be ready to ſhake our hearts, and fill us with fear. 


Ihe chriſtian knows whom he has believed; or, as 
the word uſed. by the apoſtle fignifies, whom he 
has truſted. Athentans may build their altars to an 
unknown God; but chriſtians truſt not in an un- 
known Redestabr. „They that know thy name,” 

0 God our en „ will ou their truſt in thee.” 
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ferings; — our naked ſouls to be clothed in his 


with the Father, unto eternal life; that his power 


words, the works, and the power of Chriſt, upon 
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This truſt conſiſts in a committing of the 
guilty helpleſs ſoul to the care of Chriſt, who 
is commiſſioned by his almighty Father to take 
care of loſt ſouls, and to ſave them with an ever. 
laſting ſalvation. It is a ſecret application of the 
heart to Chriſt, in which we reſign our guilty per. 
ſons to him, to be pardoned for the ſake of his ſuf. 


righteouſneſs ;—our ſinful and polluted natures to 5 
be ſanctified by the power of his grace, 105 to be 
made meet for everlaſting glory. 

We are encouraged thus to truſt in him under a 
full perſuaſion of his ability to ſave to the uttermoll, 
We know that he is mighty to ſave. We are aſſured 
that his obedience unto death was perfect and com. 
plete; that his blood cleanſeth from all fin; that 
his righteouſneſs renders thoſe who believe accepted 


and grace are ſufficient to conquer all our difor- 
derly paſſions, to ſupport us under all our tempta- 
tions, to purify our hearts, to ſtrengthen our en. 
deavours in the practice of holineſs, and to keep 
us ſafely to his heavenly kingdom. 
This - truſt differs from a feeble belief of the 


hearſay, or ſlight notice; it is built upon juſt and 
certain evidence. The believer hath abundant teſi- 
, mony 
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e 


. qnony to the truth of Chriſt's being able to ſave. 

Cod himfelf hath given witneſs from heaven, by 
g 3 viſions, and voices. The apoſtles, pro- 
5 Phets, and martyrs, have filled the earth with their 
Vitneſs; and, by moſt convincing arguments, have 
ay the all-ſuſhciency of the Redeemer. The 
chriſtian has a witneſs in his own ſoul, to the power 
end grace of Chriſt, when he feels the ſanctifying 
3 of the l. en his heart, and expe- 


the 


vho 


. on account of all thoſe yours qualifics- 


a 
|, A ons which render him the fitteſt object of a ſin- 
ed xrer's hope and truſt, and the believer gives evidence 


* this in his own cafe, by entruſting his everlaſt- 
© concerns to his hands. 


e e 9 


; SECTION II. þ 
7 Chrift is precious unto us, we ſhall delight to think 
= of him, to hear of him, and to 0 ſpeak of hum. 


| THE chriſtian knows, that his future bleſſed- 
J eg will conſiſt in being where Jeſus i is, and be- 
holding his glory; and he concludes, that frequent 
contemplation of him in the preſent fate, muſt 
Fave a tendency, through divine grace, to prepare 
him 
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peed ,j,. her 4 
him for that happy ſtate which he has in proſpeg, ; 
For we all with open face, beholding, as in: ; | 
glaſs, the glory of the Lord, are changed into the + 
ſame image, from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord, * LE Ti 9-16. ++: 
A learned, pious and aged divine makes uſe off 
the following expreſſions, when ſpeaking of thy Z 


importance and utility of habitual contemplation 


on the glory and excellency of Chriſt : * If we de. 
fire to have faith in its vigour, or love in its power, 
giving reſt, complacency, and ſatisfaction to ou 
fouls, we are to ſeek for them in the diligent dif. 
charge of this duty; elſewhere they will not be 
found. Herein would I live; herein would I die 
Hereupon would I dwell in my thoughts and affec. 
tions, to the withering and conſumption of all the 


painted beauties of this world; to the crucifying 
of things here below, till they become as worthleſs, 


dead, and deformed, no way meet for affectionate 


embraces.” 
The 


* To know God, and to love him, conſtitute a man 
holy upon earth ; to know God and to love him, will 
conſtitute a man happy in heaven. God is the ſu- 
preme truth; and all the intelligence, all the know- 
ledge of our minds ought to relate to him, as to their 
object. God is the ſupreme good, and all the motions 
of, our wills ought to tend towards him, as towards 
their only and laſt end. On this principle Jeſus 
Chriſt has founded the religion and worſhip, which 
we profeſs.* Flechier, Serm. pour la Pentecote, tom. ii. 
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The believer will ſurely take pleaſure in muſing 


n the glories and excellencies of his adorable Re- 
def 5 


ra 
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: Pongue is the pen of a ready writer. Thou art 
1 fairer than the children of men. Gird thy ſword 


1 of the things which I have made, 


heemer. The object of our warmeſt affection will 
e much in our thoughts. My meditation of 


„ ſays the Plalmiſt, ** ſhall be ſweet In the 


. | tticuas of my thoughts within me, thy comforts 
D pelight my ſoul.“ It appears from the writings of 
nis holy man, that he employed a conſiderable por- 
oon of his time, amidſt all the buſineſs and the 
rares which came upon him as the governor of a 
numerous people, in meditating on the word, the 
ſtatutes, and the teſtimonies of God; and he ever 
7 pound ſomething in them worthy of his high eſteem, 


nd his holy joy. O how I love thy law! It is 


bny meditation all the day. I have ſeen an end of 


Ell perfection, but thy commandments are exceed- 
Eng broad,” He was particularly delighted in con- 


Penplating the glories of the expected Meſſiah. 


My heart,” ſays he, * is inditing a good matter ; ; 
medi- 


Wated and compoſed, © concerning the King; my 


upon thy thigh, O moſt Ma with thy glory 
: and thy majeſty. 2 * ie 6 Shall 


* Aright knowledge of the Lord Jef Chriſt will 


Will the mind with thoughts and meditations Concern- 


ing 
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Shall not my thoughts, ſays the believer, * h 
frequently employed in meditating on the love 
that infinitely glorious perſon, to whom I am in 
debted for deliverance from the greateſt miſery, and 
for all the hope I have of being one day advance 
to everlaſting glory and felicity! He poured ou 
. | hu 
ing him, ſo as to excite the affeftions to cleave to hin 
with delight. A diſcovery of the glory of his perſon 
of the perfection of his atoning ſacrifice, and of tif 
fulneſs of his grace, muſt inſpire the heart with lo 
to him; and it is the tendency of love to excite ul 
the mind many thoughts about the beloved obj 
He that lives the bleſſed life of faith in the Son «ff 
God, will frequently think of his Saviour; of wh 
he is in himſelf, of his love, of his condeſcenſion, ani 
of the manifeſtation of all the glorious excellencies ai 
the divine nature in him, for the recovery and {av 
tion of men. It is much to be lamented, that thokM 
who profes a ſincere attachment to the Redeema 
ſhould have their thoughts ſo little employed abou 
him. Where a multitude of worldly cares, deſire 
fears and hopes prevail in the mind, they cumber av 
| PEPE it, ſo as to bring on a great inaptitude i 
{piritual meditation. The advice of the apoſtle Pa 
is of great importance in this, as in other caſes: * | 
ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which 
are above, where Chriſt ſitteth at the right hand I 
God. Set your affection (your mind, your thoughts 
on things above, not on things on the earth. Tull 
{with reſpect to this prefent world, according vl 
what you profeſs) ye are dead, and your life is hu 
with Chriſt in God.” Earthly and ſenſual affection 
fill the hearts and heads of men with multitudes of 
thoughts concerning thoſe objects on which they a 
Axed, ſo as to leave no room, nor indeed inclination 
for ſpiritual and heavenly thoughts, | 
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TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. on 


: * Bec 
Ius holy ſoul in agonies, under the curſe of the 
W avenging law, to make me a partaker of eternal 


W blefſedneſs. | He perfectly fulfilled the precepts of 


il 


Ve a 


1 in. 
„and that law, that I, by his obedience, might be made 
cel! Irighteous. 


1 on . . For me he liv'd, 

bug 5 oil d for my oof, and for my ſafety bled. 
1 | 
o hinfſ@\What heart of ſtone but glows at thoughts like thefe ? 


erl. Pech contemplations mount us, and ſhould mount 


of tu 

lone he mind ſtill higher; nor ever Slance 6 on man 

ite u 9 nraptur'd, uninflam'd, : 

»bjetts 

On d 5 The grand bleſſing which our Lord folitin and 
' wha 

ol b demands for his diſciples, in bis laſt ſolemn inter- 
. 9 u 


ies a ceſſion is, that they may behold his glory. It is 
as Wihat which will complete the bleſſedneſs of heaven, 
| end fill its inhabitants with joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. Surely, then, it ſhould be our delight to 
Wnticipate, in ſome degree, that celeſtial bliſs, and 
Eto habituate our ſouls to this ſacred exerciſe, which 


Þ will be our buſineſs and our reward for ever. 

hid This glorious, this adorable Redeemer thought 

6 upon us long before the foundations of the world 
ra 


were laid. He bore us on his heart when he hung 


5 oi | on the croſs; when he was rent with wounds, and 
gion] backed with pain; when he poured out his dying 
des a groans, and ſpilt his blood. He remembers us 
hs ow, when he is exalted at the right hand of the 
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he is the admiration of angels, the darling of heaven, 
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e.. * 


Majeſty in the heavens, and will never, never for. 


get us, through all the ages of eternity. Surely, 
then, we ought to think of him. Impreſſed with a 


ſenſe of his everlaſting kindneſs, we ſhould be 


ready to ſay, as the captives in Babylon, concern. 


ing their beloved city Feruſalem, ** If I forget thee, W 
(O bleſſed Jeſus) let my right hand forget her cun. 5 
ning; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth.” 1 


Remember thee! 
Ah, my ear Lord, while memory holds a ſeat 
In this devoted breaſt—Remember thee ! 
Yes, from the table of my memory 
I'll wipe away all trivial fond records, 
Which youth and obſervation copy'd there, 
And thy remembrance all alone ſhall live 
Within the book and volume of my brain, 


What holy tranſports of ſoul, what divine de. 
lights have many chriſtians experienced, in med. 
tating on the glories of the Redeemer! Aſcending 
the mount of contemplation, their ſouls have taken 
wing, and explored the height and depth, tle 
length and breadth of the love of Chriſt, which 


paſſeth knowledge. They have ſeen by the eye df 


faith, that he is infinitely amiable in himſelf, tha 


nd 


TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. - L - 


5 * 0e 

* the delight of the Father. They have viewed 
- him in the brightneſs of his ineffable glory, elothed 
1 With majeſty and honour, which cannot be de- 
_ E \cribed. They have been tranſported with the 
(miles of his countenance, and ſaid of him, He ts 
Wthe chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and altogether 
ovely.“ They have then conſidered their own 
Nunworthineſs, and ſaid, © Can ſuch a wretch as I 
be the object of his love] So vile a worm, ſo unpro- 
4 fable a creature, ſo great a ſinner, one ſo deſerv- 
Wing of his everlaſting abhorrence ! Has he loved me, 
Wo as to give himſelf for me! O what marvellous 
kindneſs is this! Is my worthleſs name written in 
Ibis book of life! Am I redeemed by his blood, 
Wrenewed by bis Spirit, beautified with his comeli- 
Eineſs, and clothed in his righteouſneſs! O wonder 
Wot wonders! Myftery beyond all myſteries! How 
can I forbear to love this adorable Saviour? Can I 
Wvih-hold my choiceſt affections from him? Ah 
13 o Had I a thouſand lives, a thouſand fouls, they 
Whould all be devoted to him. Ye tempting vani- 


In. z 


md | 
1 es of this lower world, ye flattering honours, ye 
te eceitful riches, adieu! Jeſus is my all: my light, 


Elie. my unfailing treaſure, my everlaſting por- 
ſtion, Nothing below the ſkies is deſerving of my 
Pore. Precious Redeemer, in thee the boundleſs 
ies of my ſoul are filled, and all my inward 

| G 2 Powers. 
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3 
powers rejoice in thee. I long to quit this tene. 
ment of clay, and to reſt in the boſom of thy love 

Jorever!” © | = 

That one who loves Jeſus delights to hear of 
him, and to converſe about him, cannot be doubted, 
ſince every man is beſt pleaſed with that intelh: 
gence, and that converſation in which the object 
of his deareſt affections is the principal theme. I 
is on this account that the goſpel is a joyful ſound 
to him that believes, becauſe it ſets forth Chriſt in 
his glory. No ſermons are ſo precious and ſo 
animating to him, as thoſe in which the Redeemer's 
excellencies are moſt fully diſplayed. It is then 
that the chriſtian ſays, * I ſit under his ſhadoy 
with great delight, and his fruit is ſweet unto my 
taſte.” A ſermon which, as one of the ancient: 
ſpeaks, is not enlivened with the mellifluous name 
of Jeſus, in which there is nothing of his atone- 
ment for ſin, of his matchleſs love, and ſaving 
power, is heard with coolneſs and indifference; 
while the doctrine of the croſs is as life from the 


dead. | 
SECTION 111, 


If Chriſt be precious to us, we ſhall be grateful fo! 
| the benefits we receive from him. 

IT muſt be acknowledged, that, like many who E 

are more forward to borrow than to pay again, we 
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9 are frequently more ready to aſk favours at the 
hand of God, than to return thanks for thoſe we 
receive from him. An unhumbled heart ſets not 
: » a due value on divine mercies; but thoſe who are 
| 5 truly acquainted with themfelves, who know what 
© they are, and kave been, together with what the 
Z Lord has done for them, in raiſing them up from 
5 the depths of ſin and woe, will call upon their ſouls 
B and all that is within them, to bleſs the holy name 
W of their gracious Deliverer. They will perhaps 
8 expreſs their gratitude in ſome ſuch language as the 
Z following: 

J O Lord, I will praife thee, for 485 thou 
a waſt angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
| and thou comforteſt me. Behold, God is my ſal- 
. vation. I will truſt, and not be afraid; for the Lord 
Jehovah is my ſtrength and my ſong; he alſo is 
3 become my ſalvation.“ Eternally bleſſed be the 
| ; propitious Redeemer, who, from the plenitude of 
- heavenly bliſs, and the higheſt exaltation of glory, 
7 deſcended to low mortality, and became obedient 
. to death, even the death of the croſs, to ranſom my 
. periſhing ſoul, to refcue me from death and dam- 
nation, and to give me a lot among the righteous. 
How can I pretend to have a regard for him, if I 
am not thankful for his benefits | 
Lord, thou haſt raiſed me up out of an horrible 
| G 3 | pit, 
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need £246: 46 
pit, out of the miry clay; thou haſt ſet my feet up. 
on a rock, and eſtabliſhed my goings. Thou haſt, 
I truſt, graciouſly pardoned thoſe hateful crimes 
which might have cauſed me eternal regret, and plun- 
ged me in everlaſting miſery. Thou haſt given that 
tranquillity to my once troubled conſcience, which 
is the anticipation of paradiſe. Thou haſt given 
me ſome hope of ſeeing thy face hereafter with un. 
utterable joy, and of dwelling at thy right hand, 
where there are pleaſures for evermore. 

* Blefſed be the Lord, who daily loadeth me 
with his benefits, while I am in the way to the 
promiſed inheritance. Thine, O Lord, is the air 


I breathe, the food I eat, and the raiment I put on, 


The intellectual powers of which I am poſſeſſed, 
the uſe of my reaſon, and a capacity of knowing, 
of loving, of ſerving, and of enjoying thee, are 
among the beſt and choiceſt of thy mercies. All 
the happineſs, and, indeed, all the uſefulneſs of 
my lite, either to myſelf or others, are from thee, 

Long ago might TI have been caſt off, as an un- 
profitable ſervant, who knew his Maſter's will, yet 
did it not. But thy mercy is greater than the hea- 
vens, and the inſtances thereof are more in num- 
ber than the ſands upon the ſea-ſhore. They are 
renewed every morning, w_ n every mo- 


ment. 
« While 
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While I attempt to celebrate thy praiſe, may I 


: nee to the glory of my ever-bountiful Benefactor. 


I would be the exceſs of ingratitude to employ the 


; {favours 1 receive from thee, in the violation of thy 


Sh 


2 commands. Every bleſſing of thy hand furniſhes 


Ine with a motive to ſerve thee. Lord, I would 
ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only with my lips, but 
. in my life, by ET myſelf to wy ſerbies, and 


N [un my days.“ 


25 8 
| 75 7 
5 


The religion we profeſs is far from requiring us 


3 perpetually to put on a mournful countenance. On 
the other hand, it enjoins upon us chearfulneſs, gra- 
3 titude of heart, and joy in the Lord. It is an apoſ- 
5 tolic injunction,“ ns Hog in the Lord alway, and 


Se a 3 
N ah ef ; Ny > eV 


ö 


icht yourſelves i in him, and he will give you the 


Z | again ! ſay, rejoice.” As if it had been ſaid, En- 


deavour to maintain an habitual joy, in Chriſt 


: | Jeſus, and in the hopes and privileges you derive 
from him; for the honour of your divine Maſter, 
and the proſperity of your own ſouls are intimately 


connected with it. There is enough in the object 
F of your affections to furniſh you with matter of 
© Joy, even in the worſt circumſtances which can at 
tend you in this world. The worldly man rejoices 


in his poſſeſſions, the voluptuous man in his vain 


© pleaſures, but ye are to rejoice in the Lord. De- 


de- 
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* q hon hen 
deſire of your hearts. Serve him with gladneſ, 
and come before his preſence with ſinging.” 

When the Ethiopian eunuch became acquainted 
wit: Chriſt and his ſalvation, how was his heart 
cheared with the diſcovery ! A new ſun ſeemed to 
ariſe, and a new world to diſplay its beautics around 
him. Every object brightened before him, and be 
* went on his way rejoicing.” Chriſtians, go ye 
and do likewiſe. Call upon your ſouls to magnify 
the Lord, and let your ipirits rejoice in God your 
Saviour. His love, his goodneſs, his matchlel; 
and multiplied benefits demand this at your hands, 
If we derive not the ſame conſolation from Chril 
and the goſpel, which good men have formerly 
experienced, it muſt be owing to the weaknels ot 
our faith, and the want of ſincerity, ardout and di. 
ligence 1 in the ſervice of God. 

We are exprelsly commanded, © in every thing 
to give thanks.” Whatever may be our preſent 
circumſtances, our dependence on God, and our 
obligations to him, require us to be habitually 
grateful to our divine Benefactor, ſince we ne- 
ver can be attended with ſuch afflictions as not to 
have greater cauſe for thankfulneſs than for com- 
plaint. We ſhould reflect on our unworthineſs ot 
the leaſt of all God's mercies, and on the riches of 


his undeſerved | grace, in loading us with benefits, 
which 
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4 @ which far over-balance all our afflictions. We 
E ould labour to keep up a chearful, thankful frame 
of heart in every condition of life, for © the joy of 
ce Lord is our ſtrength.“ 

It is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus, that we 

b | ſhould i in every thing give thanks, By the gift of 

his Son for us, and the beſtowment of his ſaving 

5 bleſſings on us, he has laid a foundation for perpe- 


| tual thankfulneſs, which is every way ſufficient to 
© juſtify the reaſonableneſs of the demand. 


Asa it is my earneſt wiſh that this little book may 
be of ſervice to enkindle and promote devout affec- 
? tions in thoſe who may peruſe it, I hope the follow- 
© ing lines, for part of which I am obliged to the 

© ſcraphic Dr. Young, will not be thought unſuitable _ 


N lor the pur poſe. 


To man the bleeding croſs has promis'd all; 


The bleeding croſs has ſworn eternal grace; 

E Who gave his life, what grace ſhall he deny? 
What cordial joy, what conſolation ſtrong! 
Whatever winds ariſe; or billows roll, 


: Our int'reſt's in the Maſter of the ſtorm. 

Y © Cling there, and in wreck'd nature's ruins ſmile, 

I Religion! thou the ſoul of happineſs ; 
And, groaning Calvary, of thee !—There ſhine 
W The nobleſt truths; there ſtrongeſt motives ſting z 
There, ſacred violence aſſaults the ſoull; 


kbere, nothing but compulſion is forborn. 
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O thou my Sacrifice! my God! my all! 
My theme! my inſpiration ! and my crown! 
My ſtrength in age! my riſe in low eſtate! 
My light in darkneſs ! and my life in death! 
My hope in time! bliſs through eternity! 
Eternity's too ſhort to ſpeak thy praiſe, 

Or fathom thy undounded love to man, 

To man of men the meaneſt, ev'n to me! 
*Fis this makes ſacred triumph a command: 
*Tis this makes joy a duty to the wiſe; 
Tis impious in a chriftian to be fad, 

Bound, ev'ry heart! and ev'ry boſom, burn! 
Oh what a ſcale of miracles is here! 

Its loweſt round high-planted on the ſkies ; 
Its tow'ring ſummit loſt beyond the thought 
Of man or angel! Oh that I could climb 

The wonderful aſcent with equal praiſe! 
Praiſe! flow for ever (if aſtoniſhment 

Will give thee leave) my praiſe! for ever fla; 4 
Praiſe ardent, cordial, conſtant, to high heav'n 
More fragrant than Arabia ſacrific'd, 

And all her ſpicy mountains in a flame. 

O may I breathe no longer than I breathe 

My ſoul in praiſe to him, who gave my ſoul, 
And all her infinite of proſpett fair! 


SEC- 
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SECTION IV. 


J If Chriſt be precious to us, we ſhall prefer him to 
every other object. he will have the chief place in 
our affections. 5 
I THE love which a chriſtian has to his Saviour, 
as a good writer obſerves, penetrates and poſſeſſes 
X his heart, This diſtinguiſhes it from the feigned 
Y love of hypocrites, which is only in word, or in 


ſome external actions, while their hearts are full of 
@ ſinful ſelt-love, ſo that it may be ſaid of them as God 
once ſaid of the 1/raelites, ** This people honour 
3 me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.”* 
= Divine love ſo poſſeſſes the heart, as not to allow 
Na partition of it to inferior objeQs. Thus it is diſ- 
N tinguiſhed from that partial love which is ſome- 
3 times found in unregenerate perſons, which is only 
; | tran- 


© **©Thoſle religious performances which leave in our 
hearts the love of the world and its criminal plea- 
ſures, are rather a ſemblance of piety, than piety it- 
ſelf. We are only before God what we are in heart 
and affection. He will be the object of all our de- 
© fires, the end of all our actions, the principle of all 
our affections, the governing power of our Whole 
bouls. All that does not flow from theſe diſpoſitions, 
all that does not either conduct us to theſe, or eſtab- 
- liſh us in them, however ſhining before men, is no- 
thing but a ſounding braſs and a tinkling cymbal.“ 

| | M.jſſillon, Tom. ii. Careme. 
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tranſient, and never comes to perfection; becauſe 
the heart is divided, and occupied with various! 
worldly objects. The love of Chriſt is not rooted, 
nor predominant in the mind. = 

A believer may, and, indeed, ought to love hi 
fellow-creatures. A father ſhould love his chil. 
dren, a huſband his wife, and a friend his friend; 
but the character of love to Jeſus is, on the one 
hand, to ſuffer no love contrary to itſelf to have 
place in the heart; for no man can ſerve two 
maſters, and the friendſhip of this world is enmity 
againſt God ;** and, on the other hand, this divine 
affection does not ſuffer any of the objects, the love 
of which is in ſome degree compatible with it{elf 
to hold the chief place in the heart. This chic! 
place is for the Lord, whom we ought to love with 
ſupreme ardour. To regard him only in a ſe. 
condary way, is to provoke his reſentment. The 
choiceſt affections of our ſouls ought to be ſu- 


premely fixed upon him.* : 


* That love which hath but created beings for its 
object, is degrading to the ſoul, It is a cleaving to 


that which can neither contribute te the happinels 


nor to the perfection of our nature; and, of courſe, 
which cannot give repoſe to our minds. For to love 
any object ardently, is to ſeek our felicity in it, and 
to expect that it will anſwer our wiſhes. It is to cal 


upon it to fill that frightful void which we feel in 
| | our. 

| « 

£ 


TO THOSE THAT. BELIEVE. "7 
7 ** Od 40+ * 


11 this indeed be the caſe with us, we ſhall be in- 
L iced to devote our ſouls and our bodies, our ta- 


lents, our powers and our faculties, as a living 


ſacrifice to him. To contemplate his adorable per- 


feftions will be our higheſt joy. We ſhall be ready 


eo obey him in oppoſition to all the threats and the 
| ſolicitations of men. We ſhall rely upon him 
© though all outward appearances ſeem to be againſt 
us, and rejoice in him though we have nothing 
elſe to comfort us. If we enjoy health and plenty, 
| friends and reputation, the Lord is ſtill the object 
of our earneſt deſires, and our ſupreme. delight. 


«© Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 


none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee. As the 
hart panteth for the water-brooks, ſo longeth my 
ſoul after thee, Q God. My ſoul thirſteth for 
God, for the living God; when ſhall I come and 
appear before God?“ 


The religion of: Joſus does not conſiſt in dull 


and lifeleſs formality. _ God is a Spirit, and they 
that worſhip: him muſt do it in ſpirit and in truth.” 


- $373 264 © Our 


1 ourſelves, and to imagine that it is capable of giving 
us the ſatis faction we ſeek; --It is to regard it as the 
Z reſource. of all our wants, the remedy of all the evils 


W which oppreſs us, and the ſource of all our happi- 


| nels.) Now, as it is God alone in whom we can find 
3 all theſe advantages, it is a debaſing of the ſoul, it is 
5 idolatry to ſeek them in created objects. 


Mafillon, Serm. pour la Careme, Tom. iv. 
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Our ber ſhould be warmly and vigorouſly en. 
gaged in cleaving to him; we ſhould be fervent 
in ſpirit in ſerving the Lord. Such is the infinite 
excellency of Jeſus Chriſt, the Author of eternal 
ſalvation, that there can be no ſuitableneſs in the 
exerciſes of our minds towards him, unleſs they 
be lively and powerful. Lukewarmneſs is no 
where ſo odious and deteſtable as here. There is 
ſomething very ſignificant in the apoſtles of Chriſt 
being ſaid to be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
with fire, as it is expreſſive, among other things, 
of the fervour of thoſe affections which the 7 
of God excited in their hearts. 
The apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of ayarn, FA proper 
Engliſh of which is love, as of the greateſt im. 
portance in religion. He repreſents it as the foun. 
tain whence proceeds all that is truly good. He 
ſpeaks of it as that without which the greateſt know- 
ledge and gifts, and the moſt ſplendid profeſſion, 
are vain and unprofitable. The ſum of vital reli 
gion conſiſts in this divine affection, and in thoſe iſ 
things which are the fruits of it. The children of I 
God are deſcribed as thoſe-** that love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity.“ | 
This amiable apoſtle, in whom "WR true ſpirit of 
chriſtianity was ſo fully exemplified, gave every 
Kind of evidence that Jeſus Chriſt was precious to 
# f 5 him. 
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8 | a 

him. It appears from all his writings that this ſer- 
vant of the Lord was, in the whole courſe of his 
ble, after his converſion, inflamed, actuated; and, 
Jas it were, ſwallowed up, by a moſt ardent love to 
© his divine Maſter. Hence he eſteemed all things 
I but loſs for the excellency of the knowledge of 
q him, and counted them but dung that he might win 
E Chriſt, and be found in him. He declares that 
be was overpowered by this divine affection, and 
E carried forward by it in the ſervice” of him whom 
IF he ſo ardently loved, through all difficulties and 
F- ſufferings. For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
us;“ not only his love to us, but our love to him. 
The knowledge a believer has of the excellency 
© of Chriſt tends to raiſe in his mind a high eſteem of 
him. As it is impoſſible for any man to love an 
unknown object, ſo it cannot be expected that 
9 Chriſt ſhould, be ſupremely precious unto us, un- 
L leſs we know him to be excellent and deſirable, be- 
© yond whatever may be compared with him. We 
hall not eſteem him above all things, if we have not 
elevated views of his tranſcendent worth. 

| We may poſlibly delight in ſome objects of an 
inferior nature, as they contribute to our health, 
our eaſe, or our comfort. Our habitations, our 
food, and our other temporal enjoyments are dear 
to us, becauſe they miniſter. to our ſupport and 
Hh H 2 con- 
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convenience in the preſent life. We have a com. 
paſſionate regard for the poor, though perhaps we 
ſee little real excellency in their character. We 
feel our bowels of pity moved towards them, a 
fellow-creatures in diſtreſs. We have a natural at. 
tachment to our country and our kindred, becauſe 
of their relation to us. But we love the divine 
Saviour with a very ſuperior kind of love. We 
know that he is in himſelf poſſeſſed of the highel 
excellencies, and that he is able to beſtow upon us 
the richeſt benefits. Our eſteem of him riſes in 
proportion to the knowledge we have of him, 
Good men therefore ardently deſire to increaſe in 
the knowledge of him, that their e may be 
more intenſely fixed upon bim. 

And though the believer's regard for hid Savio 
is far from being wholly a ſelfiſh principle, yet the 
hope of intereſt in his favour ſerves to draw forth 
and confirm his attachment to him. It ſeems im- 
poſſible for any man to contemplate his ſupreme 
excellencies with delight, if he is deſtitute of hope, 


Chriſt is precious to thoſe that believe, not to thoſe 
who deſpair. The evil ſpirits ſaid to him, when 


he ſojourned on earth, © We know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God; but they know 
that there is no hope of their ever enjoying his fa. 


and 


. 
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and rebellion againſt him. Terror, {laviſh fear and 
E deſpair are ſo oppoſite to love, that the apoſtle 70h 
does not ſcruple to ſay concerning the Supreme 
= Being, that it is a ſenſe of his love to us which 
ö draws forth our attachment to him: We love 
4 him becauſe he firſt loved us.” Much has been 
© ſaid, and perhaps with propriety, concerning love 
to Jeſus Chriſt for his own infinite excellency, as 
I beingthe moſt diſtinguiſhing proof of a real gracious 
3 affetion ; but at the ſame time, it does not appear 
. either from the word of God, or from matter of 
fact, that this ever ſubſiſts in any mind deſtitute of 
I hope. So far as {laviſh fear prevails, it is a bar to 
9 love; and therefore he who fears“ that Chriſt is 
3 not his friend, but may diſown him at laſt, © is not 
made perfect in love.” Hope of intereſt opens the 
I ſprings of affection; it draws and attratts the heart 
1 to its object. And therefore when we are required 
b ro give to our Maker and Sovereign our whole 
heart and mind, and ſoul and ſtrength, the manner 
I in which the command is expreſſed is worthy of 
E peculiar notice, © Thou ſhalt love the Lord ty 
God.“ | 5 
| 8 e It | 
It is a maxim laid down by ſome reſpectable wri- 
ters, that diint ereſted love to God is eſſential to chriſ- 
tlanity, or, as they expreſs it, Whoever ſecks any 


ching in God beſide God himſelf, does not lncerely 
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If Jeſus Chriſt is precious to us, the bent of our 
ſouls will be towards him. We ſhall chooſe him. 
above and beyond every other object, as our moſt 
defirable portion, and exceeding great reward. II 
any thing in this world be choſen by us, as our chief 
good; our hearts will run out in ſtrongeſt affections 
towards it. We ſhall look for our felicity in that 
object, be it what it may; that object therefore, 
and not Chriſt, will be moſt precious unto us. 


I 


love him.“ It is allowed, that God is in himſelf an Ml 
object infinitely amiable,—that, were it poſſible for an 
intelligent being to exiſt independent on. God, it 
would be impoſiible for {uch a being to contemplate 
the divine nature and not to love it. But it ſhould be 
remembered, that, even in the caſe ſuppoſed, con- 
ſciouſneſs of conformity to the nature and fitnels of 
things, would be attended with pleaſure; and pleaſure 
is intereſt ; ſo that, ſtrictly ſpeaking, pure diſintereſted 
love to God ſeems to be impoſſible. 

Good men love God under the ſevereſt ſtrokes cf 
his providence; but they find a pleaſure in loving 
him, and in ſubmitting to his ſovereign will, which 
amply indemnifies them, and gives them the higheſt 
intereſt in this love. There are, as it ſhould ſeem, not 
three different kinds of love to God, but three difſting 
degrees of the ſame love to him. Our love may be 
drawn forth towards him by the temporal benefits 
which we receive from his indulgent hand. Yet tem- 
poral bleſſings are not the objects of our ſupreme love; 
but God, the giver of them. Our love may be kindled 
and excited towards him, by the ſpiritual bleflings 


which he beſtows upon us, according to the riches of 
His grace; ſuch as his regarding and anſwering ou 
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If our regard for the Redeemer be ſupreme, as 


our 5 
him it ought to be, our whole hearts will go out after 


[1 


lte moſt pleaſing ſenſations. The heart of a be- 
hief liever is reſtleſs till it find its Saviour; till it obtain 
ions a ſolid hope and perſuaſion of his love, a growing 
that conformity to him, and ſincere delight in him. The 
ore, soul reſts and acquieſces in him alone, and is not 
eaſy 
It Worayers, his granting unto us diſcoveries of his 
Wmercy, in forgiving our fins, and the like. I love 
f an Wthe Lord,” ſays the Pſalmiſt, © becauſe he hath heard 
TY he voice of my ſupplication. —And then, God is to 
l, Ut be loved for his own infinite amiablenets and excel- 
late Wlency. But this love, being attended with pleaſure, 
d be Wcannot be ſeparated from mental intereſt, * I love 
com him, ' ſays the moſt ſpiritual and heavenly-minded 
s of man upon earth, who is the health of my countenance, 
fure Wand my God, I will go to the altar of God to God my 
ited Wexteding joy.“ With reſpect to theſe three degrees 
1 of love, if the experience of chriſtians in common be 
„attended to, it will perhaps be found, that moſt, be- 
Gs Vein with the firſt, grow into the ſecond, and end in 
nic 


the laſt, And to the laſt, as to that degree which is 


heſt moſt diſcriminating, moſt honourable to God, and 
not 7 productive of the moſt noble effects, all good men 
int mould aſpire. | | e 
be e The queſtion is not, whether men ought to love 


. God diſintereſtedly; but whether, in the fulleſt ſenſe, 
em it be poſſible to do ſo. * A chriſtian's deſire, fays 


* one of our old divines, is to God chiey, and to God 
el imply ; to God as the God of grace, for more ſtrength 
56 and ability to ſerve him; and to God as the God of 
$ 


Yall comfort, for the pleaſure of fellowſhip and com- 
munion with him [I to enn 


er, Wi | Dr, Ho 


n 
5 0 i I. 
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that period, all in all to us. F 


perſon of Chriſt, as clothed with human nature, i 
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eaſy without the enjoyment of ſome tokens of his 


love. The language of ſuch a one is, If I har 
Chriſt for my friend, and my everlaſting portion, 
I have all. When his face is hid, and his com, 
forts withdrawn, I ſeek him with reſtleſs deſire 
and often cry, O that I knew where I might fin 
him! After a ſeaſon of darkneſs, when the ligt 
of his countenance is again lifted up upon me, I (ay, 
Return unto thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord hal 
dealt bountifully with thee. * 
The ſenſe we have of our continual and abſolute 
need of Chriſt has a tendency to engage our affec. i 
tions to him. At our firſt converſion, when we 
were turned from darkneſs to light, we ſaw our. 
ſelves loſt, and that none but Chriſt could ſave us; 
we felt the wounds of a guilty conſcience, and we 


knew that he only could heal them; we tremble 


before the offended Majeſty of heaven, and we were 
perſuaded that he only could deliver us from the 
wrath to come. Weſaw that there was no remil- 
fion of fin, no reconciliation with God, no ſalva- 
tion but through Chriſt Jeſus ; hence he became, at 


i 
We 


* For ſeveral hints in this part of the work, I al 


indebted to Dr. Watts, in his excellent Diſcourſe on 


the Love of God. | 
+ + © God is love,” ſaith the apoſtle John. The 
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We ſtill ſee the abſolute neceſlity of this precious 
Paviour in every reſpect, ſo that without him we 
n do nothing, as he himſelf hath told us. We 
Wave need of him, when weare dark, to enlighten 
7 s; when we are dull and lifeleſs, to quicken us; 
g hen we are ſtraitened, ta enlarge us; when we 
3 re weak, to ſtrengthen us; when we are tempted, 
Wo ſuccour us; when we have fallen, to raiſe and 
© 


Doe firſt and full object of the love of the Father, in 


Hoſe acts of it which are towards any thing without 


Whinſelf, In the proſpe& of his future incarnation 
end work, the Father ſays of him, © Behold my fer- 


3 
by” 


eated unto the church. The prayer of our great Me- 
Wtor runs in thefe words, © That the love where- 
Prith thou haſt loved me, may be in them.“ That is, 


Joved me.“ Hence our love to Chriſt is that in which 
eur conformity to the image of God principally con- 
Wits. In nothing do the children of God bear a 
greater likeneſs to him, than in their love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the chief object of his love, in whom 


bn 


LE 


4 


Whis ſoul doth reſt, with everlaſting ſatisfaction and de- 


Wizht, Where love to the divine Redeemer is want- 
ing in any mind, there is nothing of the image of 
Cod. And therefore, ſays the apoſtle Paul, * If any 
man love not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be 


Werathema maran-atha ;** he bears no likeneſs to God; 


his mind is wholly carnal ; and, as ſuch, he lies under 


gz dreadful curſe, till the Lord ſhall come, if his heart 


£ 


be not changed, 


— 
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3 
reſtore us; when we are full of doubts and yer. 
plexity, to ſatisfy us, and give us peace; when we 
are diſquieted with fears, to encourage us; when 
we are ſtaggering at the promiſe of God through 
unbelief, to confirm our faith. As none but Chrif 
can do theſe things for us, he muſt be precious u 
our fouls, 
The following aſpirations ſhall cloſe the preſen 
ſeftion : RS | 
4 Reign, bleſſed Jeſus, in my heart, reign u. 
preme, and without a rival. Fain would I loy 
thee above all things in heaven or earth. I ſee tha 
thou art infinitely glorious in thy own ſelf, and 
worthy of the higheſt eſteem and love. Thou an 
the only all- ſufficient good, the overflowing ſpring 
of grace and bleſſedneſs. All things beneath an 
beſides thee are vanity and emptineſs. In compar: 
fon with thee, they are leſs than nothing. Hat M 
not thou drawn my heart towards thyſelf, and made 
me willing to make choice of thee, as my Saviour, W 
and my Portion? L would renounce all that the 
world calls good or great, that I may be entirely 
thine. Be thou my everlaſting inheritance, and! 
ſhall want nothing that a whole world of creature 
can beſtow. Whom have I in heaven but thee, 
and what is there on earth that I defire in compariſon 


of thee ? 7 
5 | | [ 
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1 Jam but a ſtranger in this world, wherever I may 
be ſituated, or however I may happen to be diſtin- 


guihed. And ſurely, it is my privilege that I am 
a ſo. When I look not upon myſelf as a ſtranger 
nk End a pilgrim, when I am captivated with any thing 
8 ig 


In this place of my exile, I forget myſelf, and act 
War beneath my character, as a candidate for an im- 
mortal crown. | 

| © I hope I have counted the colt of being one of 
F diſciples ; I hope I have laid in the balance all 
; hat with which this world can flatter me, and com- 
pared it with the gain of godlineſs. The odds I find 
o be infinite. I would therefore bid adieu to the 
gzudy pomps and empty vanities of life, and give 
Iny heart to heaven. I hear the voice of infinite 
, ercy directing me to ſet my affection on things 
Ebove, I would obey the celeſtial Monitor. What 
Wcan preſent ſcenes afford, to tempt me to relinquiſh 
| q he choice I have been enabled to make! What 
{can they offer, as an equivalent to his favour, 


2 Ivboſe ſmiles enlighten the realms of bliſs, and fill 
4 ll the inhabitants of heaven with unbounded and 
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SECTION . 


1 chats is precious ” us, we ſhall fncereh de fi fre his 
preſence, and long to N intimate 'communin 


with him. [5 


f r is well e that this is the tendency al 
a ſincere attachment, whoever be the object of it 
Hence we deſire to have the company of our dea 
friends and relations. Abſence is one of the 


| pet pains of love. Our bleſſed Redeemer ha 


faid, © He that loveth. me, ſhall be loved of ny 
F ather, and I will-love him; and will manifeſt m. 
ſelf to him.” If he be precious unto us, we ſhal 
earneſtly deſire the fulfilment of that promiſe, thi 
he would make known unto us more and more d 
the lovelineſs of his perſon, and of his ſpecial kink 
neſs and love to our, ſouls. Diſtance from him, 
the ſuſpenſion of his favour, or the hidings ff 
his face, will give us pain. ; We ſhall often ſay, 
Lord, when wilt thou come unto me, according 
to thy promiſe? Let me find thee graciouſly near, 


aſſuring my ſoul that J am thine, and that thou an 


mine for ever. Fill my heart with thoſe heavenly 


| Eomforts and holy joys which thou beſtoweſt on 


them that love thee. I cannot bear this abſence 
from thee. Come, Lord Jeſus, dwell in my heart 


< 
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„ | 
by faith, that I being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, what 18 
the breadth and length, the depth and height; 
and to know thy love which paffeth knowledge; 
that I may be filled with all the fulneſs of God.“ 
come down from on high, thou Sovereign of 
Iny heart; take poſſeſſion of me for thyſelf. In- 
pire me with the holy flame of ſpiritual affection, 
hat my ſoul may offer up the perpetual incenſe of 
tholy love and deſire towards thee, e 


40 


When the eyes of men are opened to ſee their 
in, their danger by it, and the inſufficiency of their 
pwn works to juſtify and fave them, no object is fs 
leſirable to them as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The 
riches, the honours, and the: pleaſures of the world 
re but vanity and emptineſs to them, in comparifon 
with him. He is therefore {aid to be the defire of 


nations,“ becauſe men in all nations under heaven, 


10, ho are made ſenſible of their need of him, uniformly 

ere acquaintance with him, and an intereſt in him 
Woove every thing elſe. Their deſires, like ſo many 

lay; eedles touched by the load- ſtone, have all a tendency 


lo him as their centre. They all meet in him as the 
ame bleſſed object. 5 | | 

| Were thoſe who are illuminated by his Spirit and 
race, collected together from the remoteſt corners of 
he earth, it would be found, on the ſtricteſt examina- 
jon, that their deſires have all the ſame tendency, 
Now, that which is the object of our ardent. deſire is 
rectous in our eſtimation, To win our hearts the 
vine Redeemer died. To draw men unto. himſelf 
Was the end he had in * when he became obedient 
= a | unto 
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O may all the alluring trifles and vain delight 
of this world ſtand aloof from my heart; for I hay 
devoted it to my Redeemer for a habitation. Keey 
your diſtance, ye captivating deluſions, from the 
gates of that temple where he only ſhould duel, 
There may he reign alone, over all my powers for 
ever. | 
1 ſeek after him in his public ordinances; [ 
ſearch for him daily in my retired devotions; [ 
there give my ſoul a greater latitude, where no et 
beholds me, where no ear can hearken to my vous, 
There I tell him all my heart, in ſecret groans and 
cries, He knows what my ſighs mean, and wha 
are my fears, and my painful forrows. There! 
bluſh before him for my ſecret fins, and Pour out 
the tears of penitential ſorrow. There I utter ny 
bitter complaints, of the diſorderly paſſions I dail 
feel within me; I lament over the vanity of ny 


thoughts, 


unto death, even the death of the croſs. © And! 
if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” Surely ſuch a Saviour is worthy, of our warmel 
defires, and our moſt fervent love. While others art 
in ſuch a Kate of blindneſs and infatuation as to ſe 
no beauty or excellency in him that they ſhould de- 
fire him, to thoſe who believe he is ſo precious, that 
the defire of their ſouls is to his name, and to the te. 
membrance of him. But as bread and water are madt 
neceſſary and defirable by hunger and thirſt, ſo this 
deſire er Chriſt, ſprings from a ſenſe of need. 


> F 
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thoughts, and ſpread before his eyes all my ſores 
and diſeaſes. I lay myfelf low it the duſt at his 
feet, and tell him with humble confufion of face, 
f how much I have done to diſhonour him, how un- 
3 worthy I am of his notice, and yet how I long for 
communion with him. a 


O when ſhall theſe days of lin and temptation, 


E theſe tedious ſeaſons of abſence and diſtance from 
; my God and Saviour, have an end ? I breathe out 
from time to time, the moſt earneſt deſires after 
bim, and after the endearing ſenſations of his love. 
My ſoul thirſteth for God, the living God; when 
hall! come and appear before God ? 


My paſſions fly to ſeek their King, 
And ſend their groans abroad ; 


They beat the air with heavy wing, 


And mourn an abſent God. 


Round the creation wild I rove, 


And ſearch the globe in vain ; 


| There's nothing here that's worth my love 


Till he return again. 


Penſive I climb the ſacred hills, 
And near him vent my woes; 


Let his ſweet face he ſtill conceals, 


And ſtill my paſſion grows. 
| | 12 wy | . How 
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How long ſhall my poor fainting ſoul 
Seek thee, my Lord, in vain? 

Reveal thy love, my fears controul, 
And eaſe me of In dk 


Thy preſence, gracious Lord, can chear 
This dungeon where I dwell ; 

»Tis paradiſe when thou art here; 
When thou art gone, tis hell. 


Immortal joys thy ſmiles impart z 
_ Heav'n dawns in ev'ry ray; 
One glimple of thee will eaſe my heart 
And turn my night to day. | 


SECTION VI. 


1 Chriſt is precious to us, we ſhall be concerned thi 
others may know and love ham. 


IT is the nature of love to wiſh well to the 
beloved object, and, if poſſible, to do good to hin 
who has a place in our hearts. Now, ſince the 
bleſſed Redeemer can receive no good from us, all 
we can do is, to be heartily concerned for the ma. 
nifeſtation of his excellencies and honours among 
men. And this concern we ſhall ſurely feel if our 
hearts are right in his ſight. 
The apoſtle Paul, in whom every part of the 
chriſtian character was exemplified to a high degret, 
; | ex· 
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; exprefled a moſt earneſt ſolicitude for the conver- 
| fon and ſalvation of the Jews. On this ſubject 
we find him declaring the ſentiments and teelings 
ok his heart in the following awful and pathetic 
ö manner : I ſay the truth in Ehriſt, I lie not, my 
| conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in the Holy 
N Choſt, that I have great heavineſs, and continual 
ſorrow in my heart: for I could wiſh that myſelf 
1 were accurſed from Chriſt, (or after the example of 
Þ Chriſt) for my brethren, my kinſmen according to 
| the fleſh.” The ſenſe of theſe laſt words appears 
to be this, As Chriſt ſubjected himſelf to the 
| curſe, that he might deliver us from it, I think I 
j could be content to be made an anathema after his 
example, and be like him expoſed to all the execra- 
| tons of an enraged people, and even to the infa- 
mous and accurſed death of crucifixion,” if my 
E brethren and kinſmen according to the fleſh might 
hereby be delivered from their blindneſs, unbelief 
and impenitence, and be partakers of the bleſſings 
of the Redeemer's kingdom.” This is true chriſtian 
| heroiſm in its higheſt purity and excellence. While 
we talk of our regard for the Redeemer, what ſen- 
| timents of compaſſion do we feel for thoſe who are 
| rangers to him? Are we willing to ſubmit to the 
moſt preſſing difficulties, and do we think nothing 
too great to be done, too great to be borne, if their 


I 3 | 1 con- 
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converſion and ſalvation might thereby be pro. 
moted ? 

Among the heathens we find whole nations, who 
trained up their children in a regard for the public 
good, as the higheſt object and the nobleſt end of al} 
their cares. We meet with heroes among them 
who eternized their names by their zeal for the 
welfare of their fellow- citizens. We find a Phocion, 
who, in taking that poiſon which was preſented to 
him by his cruel perſecutors, exhorted his ſon to che. 
riſhthem, becauſe he ſtill owed more to his country 
than to his father: an Ariſtides, who, in going 
out to a baniſhment to which he was unjuſtly con. 
demned, lifted up his eyes to heaven, and prayed, 
that the Athenians might never have cauſe to re. 
member the cruelties they had exerciſed on his 
perſon: a Codrus, who, having learnt that the 
oracle had promi ſed victory to the people whole 
prince ſhould periſh in war, devoted himſelf to 
death. It would be eaſy to extend the liſt, by men- 
tioning Camillus, Sertorius, Paulus Æmilius, and 
others, famous in the page of ancient hiſtory, for 
this virtue. But the apoſtle of the Gentiles excel. 
led them all, as far as the goſpel he preached ſur- 
paſſes the dictates of heathen moraliſts. 
« Brethren,” ſays he, to the converts at None, 


" _ heart's defire and prayer to God for {/rac! is, 
that 
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| hat they might be ſaved.” They were in a ſtate 

| of impenitence and unbelief; they made light of 

E Chriſt, and perſecuted his followers, having a zeal 

| for God, but not according to knowledge. The 

| apoſtle longed after them all in the bowels of Jeſus 

| Chriſt. The ſteady belief of God's ſecret purpoſes 

vas no check upon his ardour for their converſion. 

He ſought it of him who only could effect it, ſought 

it with the greateſt earneſtneſs and conſtancy. He 

knew their deſtruction was inevitable, if they con- 

g tinued in unbelief and impenitence. The ſalva- 

don of ſouls appeared to him in all its magnitude, as 

that which had employed the counſels of Fehovah 

from eternity; that which the Son of God ſpent 

his life and ſhed his blood to procure; and that 

| which is of infinite moment to finners themſelves. 

Hence aroſe the ardour of his mind in this noble 
cauſe. ; = v3 oi 

He to whom Jeſus 1s precious, who has himſelf 

experienced the power and ſweetneſs of his ſaving 

| love, will be ready to ſay to others, with the 

Pialmiſt, O taſte and ſee that the Lord is good; 

| bleſſed are all they that truſt in him.“ Such a one 

vill uſe his endeavours to bring his fellow-ſinners 

| under the means; he will diſcover his love i them 

and compaſſion for them by ſeaſonable hints, ex- 

horations and entreaties; he will earneſtly pray 


that 
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| Philipptans, © I have told you often, and now tell 


commands of him who made the world, who gave 
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— 
that the word which they hear may ſavingly prof 
them; he will be careful to lay no ſtumbling. 
block before them; he will try to convince then 
of their danger, and to inform them where their 
help lies; he will ſtrive to recommend the good 
cauſe, and to win their ſouls to make choice of i, 
by the meekneſs of wiſdom, the labour of love, 
and the attractive power of a humble and holy con. 
verſation. 


SECTION VII. 


Tf Chriſt is N to us, we ſhall be grieved when 
he ts di ſhonoured. | 


THE fins of thoſe who . ſome re. 
gard for the goſpel, but lived not under the influence 
of its ſanctifying truths, excited the ſorrow of the 
apoſtle Paul, becauſe the Author of that goſpel 
was precious to him. Of theſe,” ſays he to the 


you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt.” He could not think of them, 
though they were enemies, without weeping, not 
make mention of them in his letter, without bedev- 
ing the page with tears, 

It is the burden of a chriſtian's heart, that the 


1 being 


| him, 
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| being to all things, and who gave himſelf for us 
| that he might redeem us from all iniquity, ſhould 
be trampled upon, and diſregarded. by men in ge- 
| neral ; and more eſpecially, that this ſhould be the 
© caſe with any who profeſs to hope for ſalvation by 


A pious man cannot but be more particularly 


grieved for the fins of that city, town, congrega- 
ton, or family to which he belongs, than for thoſe 
of others. When Lot ſojourned amongſt the Sodo- 
| mites, ** that righteous man, dwelling among them, 
in ſceing and hearing, vexed his righteous ſoul | 
| from day to day on account of their unlawfuldeeds.” 
And the prophet Feremak moſt pathetically wiſhed 
E that his head were waters, and his eyes fountains 
| of tears, that he might weep day and night, for the 
| fins, and conſequent calamities of his country- men. 
In another place he thus addreſſes them, But if 
Je will not hear, my ſoul ſhall weep-in ſecret 
places for your pride, mine oy ſhall weep ſore, 
and run down with tears.“ 


A true chriſtian is a child of Cake and it muſt 


| grieve and diſtreſs him to ſee his heavenly Father 
0 greatly offended and diſhonoured as he is by 
| many. He is a diſciple of Jeſus, and loves his 
divine Maſter ; hence he cannot but be diſtreſſed 
that men ſhould make light of him, of his goſpel, 


his 
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his authority and commands. He is fully per. 
ſuaded, that they who fin againſt him, wrong their 
own ſouls, and that all they that hate him love death, 
or that which will iſſue in their own deſtruction, # 
Under ſuch conſiderations as theſe the Pſalmiſ 
broke out in the following ſtrong expreſſionz, 
* Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, becauſe 
men keep not thy law.“ | | | 
J cannot forbear obſerving, that there are many 
cauſes for this grief at the preſent day; and if the 
Redeemer be indeed precious to us, our hearts 
muſt be affected while we are witneſſes to the dif. 
honour 


The ſtain of fin can only be waſhed away by 
blood; this intimates, that fin deſerves death. Its 
not the length of time employed in committing ſin, 
which ought to decide as to the degree or the dun 
tion of its puniſhment ; but the nature, and the atro 
ciouſneſs of the offence. | 

Sin is a lighting every inſtance of God's goodnels 
with which we are ſurrounded, The earth whick 
ſuſtains us, the ſun which enlightens us, the food 
which nouriſhes us, and, in ſhort, all the creature 
deſtined to our uſe, are ſo many motives to obedience; 
and conſequently, are ſo many aggrayations of out 
guilt and ingratitude, in rebelling againſt a good and 
_ gracious God, 1 
But let us conſider, the greatneſs of that Being 
againſt whom fin is committed. Approach to hi 
throne; his eyes are as a flaming fire; the majeſty 0 
his glory fills heaven and earth. Regard the celeſtil 
hoſts, who are the miniſters of his Will. And eſpe- 
cially conſider, that this great God is united to * 

. 


8 Chooſe, Go 
the maſs; but for the two other, I leave it to the 
choice of the king, to do as he pleaſes, For there is 
Bore evil in the leaſt fan, than in the greateſt miſery.” 
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| honour done to him by, multitudes about us. If 
we look into the profeſſing world, we ſhall find 
N many, who, on account of their ſcandalous lives, 
may juſtly be denominated the enemies of the 
croſs of Chriſt. They profeſs to know him, and 
I to believe in him, but in works they deny him. 


Many openly oppoſe the important doctrines of 


bis proper Deity ; of his atonement for ſin ; of the 
© work of his bleſſed Spirit on the hearts of men, in 
bringing them nigh to God; and of juſtification 
and ſalvation by his death. This cannot but give 
: pain to thoſe who, with the apoſtle Paul, are fully 


per- 


fleſh, to the end that he might ſuffer for us all that 
E which,the fury of men, all that which the rage of 
| devils could imagine to be molt rigorous; and then 
think what the nature of fin is, as committed againſt 
ſuch a Being, To hate ſuch a God, to deſpiſe ſuch a 
Saviour, to trample on his laws, to diſregard his goſ- 
pel, and to be unawed by his threatenings, is de ſerv- 
Ing of the deepeſt hell. That burning lake, that 
eternal miſery, with its unfathomable deeps, devils 
with their rage, hell with its horrors, have nothing in 
them which ſeems too ſevere for rebels. capable of ſuch 
| aitoniſhing ingratitude. 


Charles the Ninth, king of France, ſent a meſſage 


to the prince of Conde, a zealous proteſtant, and gave 
bim three things to chooſe ;—to go to maſs, or to be 
put to death, or to ſuffer baniſhment for life. The 


prince mn anſwered, — © The firſt I will never 
helping me; for I abhor the idolatry of 
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I EY that other foundation for the hope of 
ſinners, no man can lay, than that which is laid, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt ; who believe, according to 
the ſcriptures, that there-is no other name under 
heaven, given among men, whereby we muſt be 
ſaved. It appears to them, that an oppoſition to 
theſe leading truths of the goſpel, carries in it an 
attempt. to rob the Redeemer of his glory, to take 
the crown from his head, and-to overthrow that 
hole ſyſtem of evangelical truth which is held forth 
in the New Teftament ; ſince the leading deſign of 
this ſyſtem is, That we might believe that Jeſu 
is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 850 believing 
we might have life through his name. 

© There are others again who cafe to be. 
lieve the truth, and yet ſhew little or no re- 
gard to it, in a practical way. The power of god- 
lineſs is, in many places, manifeſtly on the de. 
chne. Iniquity abounds, and the love of many 1s 
waxen cold. That charity which is the very bond 
of perfectneſs, is rarely to be found ; few indeed 
there are who love one another with a pure heart 
fervently. Many ſeem to content themſelves with 
mere ſpeculations in religion, and that dead faith 
which the word of God condemns, as unprofitable. 
While in others, the cares of this world, the de- 


ceitfulnefs of riches, and the luſts of other things 
4 El 3 of 502 14s [1 OBO 
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choke the word which they hear, ſo that it be- 
| cometh unfruitful. Inſtead of having their conver- 
lation in heaven, they mind earthly things, and 
| ſeem to be intent on gaining the world, though 
E they loſe their own ſouls in the vain purſuit, Others 


turn aſide from the holy commandment which was 


1 delivered unto them, and fall into ſuch ſcandalous 
practices as give great occaſion to the enemies of 
J 4 Lord to blaſpheme. 


He that loves the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; in Mg 


or, in other words, lie to whom the divine Redeemer 
is precious, muſt be greatly diſtreſſed to think that 
he ſhould be thus wounded 1 in the houſe of his yu 
| felled friends, 


If we look into the 55 at 1 we Pe every 


: thing to ſhock and diſquiet a' ſerious mind. The 

E whole world, ſaith the apoſtle ohn, lieth, is buried 
i | or entombed, in wickedneſs. The word xz, uſed 
on this occaſion, was, among the Greeks, *. com- 
mon inſcription on tombs, 


The abominable ſin of drunkenneſs is praftiſed 


| every where, by thoſe whoſe god is their belly. 
and who glory in their own ſhame. The unclean 
| [pirit ſeems to have. full poſſeſſion of others, who 
live in the deteſtable, infatuating, / and ruinous vice 


of -lewdneſs, and are hurried ;on by their ungo- 


vernable paſſions, from bad to worſe, from one de- 
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— 
gree of wickedneſs to another. The mouths of 
many are full of curſing and bitterneſs; their com. 
mon diſcourſe is interlarded with profaneneſs and 
blaſphemy. The hearts of thoſe who fear God are 
wounded, and their ears are ſtunned by multitude, 
who, on all occaſions, take his holy and ſacred name 
in vain, and call for damnation on their own ſoul, 
and on the eyes, the bodies and the ſouls of other, 
Our ſtreets, our roads, and all our public places 
are crowded with diabolical monſters of this deſcrip. 
tion, inthe ſhape of men, who might ſeem to hare 
ſtudied the language of the bottomleſs pit.—“ Be. 
cauſe of ſwearing the land mourneth.” | 

The profanation of the Lord's day is grown u 
an amazing height. Nothing tends more to the in. 
'creaſe of vice and wickedneſs. It is an inlet ton} 
of every kind. What ſenſe of God and of duty i 
likely to be kept up, when divine worſhip is wholly 
neglected, and that day is entirely devoted to ſenſul 
gratifications, and ſpent in the ſervice of ſin and 
Satan, which ought to be employed i in acts of de. 
votion and piety? The profanation of the ſabbatl 
has, in many inſtances, been a leading ſtep to a 
infamous end. | Ha e - 

The man to whom Jeſus is precious muſt be dil 
quieted on account of theſe and many other abo- 


minations, which are conſtantly praiſed in tit 
: "£8 world. 
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. world. What proof do we give of regard to his 
| law, his name, or his honour, if we are unmoved 
i by theſe things ? I beheld tranſgreſſors, and was 
Ienieved, becauſe they kept not thy law.“ Dr. 
des, ¶ Doddridge's pathetic verſes on theſe words of the 
ame | pious Pſalmiſt ſhall cloſe this ſection. | 


Ariſe, my tend'reſt 83 ariſe; | 


ers, 1 l 1 

To torrents melt my ſtreaming eyes; 
"I And thou, my heart, with anguiſh feel 
"" 5 Thoſe evils which thou canſt not ne” AT 
ay 3 
* See 3 nature ſunk. i in ſhame ; ; 4 

See ſcandals pour'd on Jefus' name; 

| The Father wounded through the Son; 
J The world abus d; the foul undone. 
In. ; 
in WE See the Wart courſe of 1 vain delight | 
T | Cloſing in everlaſting night; ; 
ly In flames which no abatement know, 
* Though briny tears for ever flow. p 
nd i My God! 1 feel the W e - 
de. My bowels yearn o'er dying men; 
ab And fain my pity would reclaim, 
And ſnatch the fire-brands from the flame, 


| But feeble my compaſſion proves, 
i. Aud can but weep where moſt it loves: 
2o- BY Thy own all-ſaving arm employ, _ 
| And turn theſe drops of grief to joy. 
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Vc Chr oft 15 5 precious to US, we ſhall be ready to deny 
ourſelves for him. 


Ir we judge of our regard for Jeſus. merely 
by the fervency and frequency of our emotions 
towards him, we ſhall, at ſome ſeaſons, perhaps, 
have painful ſuſpicions reſpecting our ſincerity, 
He himſelf has been plcaſed to give us a ſafe and 
proper rule of judgment in this caſe ; * It ye love 

keep my commandments. He that hath my 
enn, and keepeth them, he it is that 
loveth me.” His word and will have a prevailing, 
governing influence on the hearts and lives of thoſe 
to whom he is precious. A ſteady deſire and en. 
deavour to avoid thoſe things which are difpleaſigg 
in his ſight, is a practical proof that he is dear to us, 

To deny ourſelves is, to give up our own ſup- 
poſed wiſdom, that we may be entirely under the 
guidance of God, to reſign our own wills that we 
may be ſubje&t to his will, and to yield our paſſions 
to his government. It is to forego every thing lin- 
ful to which ſelf is inclined, to practiſe every good 
thing to which ſelt is averſe, and to be ready to 
give up every thing dear to ourſelves at the call of 
God; as our eaſe, our friends, our goods, out 
health, or even out life. Tt is a difowning, or re- 


4 nouncing 
* 


10 THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 115 


þnÞ> << - A · 


| nouncing ourſelves for Chriſt; making ourſelves 
ö nothing that he may be all. This cannot be done 
unleſs he is precious to us, or, which is the ſame 
E thing, unleſs he is the object of our ſupreme affec- 
| tion. But if this be the caſe, we ſhall give up 
| ourſelves; with all that we have, to him, without 
making any reſerve. We ſhall, on a deliberate 
counting of the coſt, chooſe the religion of Jeſus, 
vic all that appertains to it; chooſe it as attended 


with all its difficulties. So Moſes choſe to ſuffer 


| affliction with the people of God, rather than to en- 
joy the pleaſures of ſin. which are but for a ſeaſon, 
| efteeming the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than 
| the treaſures of Egypt. 


This is what our Lord means by the tirong Ggura- 


tive expreſſions of plucking out the right eye, and 
cutting off the right hand; that is, parting with every 
cdhing dear to us, when it ſtands in competition 
| with him, or is oppoſed to his ſervice or his honour, 
For he juſtly reminds us, that no man can ſerve 
two maſters; either he will hate the one, and love 
| the other; or elſe he will hold to the one, and 
| deſpiſe the other.” He conſtantly teaches us the 
| neceſſity of preferring him and his intereſt and ſer- 
| vice to the deareſt objects on earth. * For he that 
| loveth father or mother, ſon or daughter more than 
me, is not worthy of me. And he that taketh not 
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his croſs, and followeth after me, is not worthy of 
me. When matters come to ſuch a crifis, that ; 


ineſlimable treaſure which he has diſcovered. Now 
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man muſt either break with his neareſt and deareſt 
relations and friends, or break with Chriſt, he tha 
prefers their favour and friendſhip to him, and will 
not give up temporal endearments for his fake, is 
not worthy to be owned as one of his real diſciples, 
nor can he partake of the ſpiritual and eternal bleſs. 
ings which belong to ſuch. He that prefers hi 
own eaſe and ſafety in this world to the truths, the 
ſervice, and the inſtitutions of Chriſt, cannot be 
juſtly deemed one that ſincerely loves n or one 
to whom he 1s precious. 

The ſame leſſon of inſtruction is cit us by the 
parable of the treaſure hid in a field, which, when 
4 man has found, he goeth and ſelleth all that he 
hath, and buyeth that field. And likewiſe by that 
of a merchant-man, ſeeking goodly pearls, who 
having found one pearl of great price, goes and 
parts with all, that he may be poſſeſſed of that peall. 
He is willing to give up the riches, the honours and 
pleaſares of this world, for the enjoyment of that 


to have a heart to forfake all for Chriſt, is the ſame 
thing, in effect, as actually doing it, ſo far as there 
is occaſion, and ſo far as we are put to the trial. 
What our Lord ſpeaks of © Telling all that we have,” 


g 
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to be underſtood of à diſpoſition of mind to be 


of 
ta Neady and prepared to do it, if it be neceſſary. 
eſt Nlany of the primitive chriſtians ſhewed their re- 


A rard for the Saviour and his followers, by attually 
Poing this, though their example is no farther 
Pinding upon us, than as it relates to that diſpoſi- 
ion of mind which all the followers of Jeſus ſhould 
Poſſeſs, namely, a readineſs to part with all for his 
Hike, whenever there is a proper call to it. 

Sell. denial, in reſpett to things in themſelves ſin- 
M ſhould be univerſal, otherwiſe we do not give 
Popper evidence of the ſincerity of our regard for 
Cbriſt. Many go very far in a proſeſſion of reli- 
Erion, and yet live in the habitual indulgence of 
Wome ſin, either great or ſmall, ſecret or open. 
Vudas made ſo fair a ſhew, that all the other diſci- 
Wples queſtioned their own ſincerity rather than his. 
ret Judas was covetous. Herod was a hearer of 
2 the baptiſt, nay, heard him gladly, and did 
many things which John recommended ; yet Herod 
vas reſolved to live in inceſt. It is the ſame in 
many other caſes. O reader, examine yourſelf, 
end beware of ſplitting upon this rock. If your 
| heart is not ſound in the ſtatutes of Heaven, you 
[are in danger of being put to ſhame another day. 
Let us labour then, to mortify corrupt affections, 
and not wilfully indulge ourſelves 1 in any ill habit, 
1 cuſ- 
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cuſtom or 8 Without babitually reſigning 
ourſelves to God, and labouring to ſubdue irreguly 
paſſions and inclinations, ſuppoſing we are real chi. 
tians, we cannot expect our ſouls to proſper in the 
uſe of the. means of grace. If Agag be ſpare 
from whatever motive, our ſacrifices, like thoſe 
of Saul, will neither be acceptable to God, ng 
profitable to ourſelves. 
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Satan and fin unite their art 
To keep me from my Lord ; 

Dear Saviour, guard my trembling heart, 
And guide me by thy word, 
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The path to thy divine abode 
Through a wild deſert lies; 
A thouſand ſnares beſet the road, 
A thouſand dangers riſe, 
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Whene'er the tempting. foe alarms,. 
Or ſpreads the fatal ſnare, 

I'Il fly to my Redeemer's arms, 
For ſafety muſt be there. 
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Dear Lord, obedient to thy call, 
I would the world reſign, 
Deny myſelf, give up my all, 
And be for ever thine, 
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SECTION IR. 


7 Chriſt is precious to US, We ſhall be ei that 


in tie we are not more conformed to his bleſſed image and 
Jared | holy wil, 
thoſe 


IN proportion as he is precious to us, will be 
our averſion to ſin and all unholineſs. In the un- 
rang the ſufferings, and the death of our 
Redeemer for us, we have ſuch a repreſentation of 
Ine evil of fin, and of the dreadful puniſhment due 
0 it, as muſt tend to PTR our hearts with aire 
Ezgainſt i it. 1 71 
Me ſee in the wounds, the e and the Cru-! 
cißxion of the Saviour, the dreadful malignity of 
ln. We ſee how hateful" it is to God, ſince he 
F puniſhed it ſo ſeverely in his beloved Son, when 
in our room, he bare it in his own body on the tree. 
we read the nature of ſin, in characters of blood, 
on the croſs of Chriſt. All the laboured declama- 
ons of moraliſts on the intrinſic deformity of vice, 
can never repreſent it in ſuch proper colours as it 
is ſeen here. 
| Thoſe who have a due ſenſe of the fools of 
be divine law, and who ſtrictly examine their own 
| hearts and lives by that perfect rute of righteouſ- 
nfs, will ever ſee abundant reaſon for humiliation 
f | and ſelf. -abaſement before God. 


„ Hor 
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| From love to Jeſus Chriſt will ariſe, hatred g 
thoſe things which are contrary to his will, and 
which oppole and hinder us in our endeavours after 
conformity to him. The vain imaginations of our 
own evil hearts will be matter of grief and ſorroy 
to us. I hate vain thoughts, but thy law do! 
love.“ Tr 
The chriſtian is grieved and diſtreſſed that hi 
thoughts and affections are ſo much exerciſed con; 
cerning the affairs of the preſent life, and that he 
ſhould be ſo inſenſible and unmoved at many times, 
in reſpect to the affairs of another world; that hi, 
heart ſhould be ſo hard, ſo dull and:unaffetted about 
matters of infinite moment. He mourns to think 
that his love to God is ſo cold, that his deſires after 
him are ſo languid, that his zeal for him is ſo lou, 
and his gratitude for favours received ſo ſmall, 
His heart is pained within him that he ſhould feel 
himſelf ſo inſenſible and unmoved under the ſound 
of the goſpel. —That he ſhould fit and hear of the 
aſtoniſhing love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and of his 
giving his beloved Son, to bleed and die for our 
ſins, without being melted into penitence, and in- 
ſpired with love and zeal.— That he ſhould be ſo 
unaffected with the amazing kindneſs and compal- 
{ion of Jeſus Chriſt, manifeſted in his dying ago- 


Ries, his bloody ſweat, his ignominious croſs, bis 
| | | loud 
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*F and bitter cries, his pierced fide and bleed- 
ing heart, and all this for his bitter enemies, to 
deliver them from deſerved and eternal deſtruction, 
End to bring them to the poſſeſſion of everlaſting 
3 pry and felicity. * Surely,' ſays he, if there is 
þ call for the exerciſe of fervent affections any 
| " it is here, at the foot of the croſs. O how 
I a diſquieted to think that I ſhould be ſo ſtupid ' 
land inſenſible, even when I could wiſh my heart 
] to be moſt engaged! Can any thing be preſented 
tomy thoughts more important, more wonderful, 
lor more intereſting? And yet how ſuperficial and 
ſnefficacious, at ſome times, are the impreſſions 
which are made upon my mind by theſe views! 

| « Bleſſed Jeſus! how cold, how feeble, how 
languid is my love to thee, who art altogether 
lorely. Alas! how readily are my fluctuating 
paſfions captivated by the objects of ſenſe! O that 
El might feel the force of that motive, of loving 
Shim who bath firſt loved me! May thy love, O 
precious Saviour, conſtrain me, and attach me 
pntimately to thyſelf, when I conſider what thou 
haſt done for me. Do thou, by a gentle but power- 
ful influence, attract my deſires. Though mine 
l. eyes have never ſeen thy lovely face, though no 
o- accent of thy voice has reached my ear, yet thou 
is WW canit make thyſelf more intimate to my ſoul, than 
d | | ä 
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2 | 
any of the objects of ſenſe. O let me not live { 
eftranged from thee. Warm my cold, my froze 
heart, and kindle up in my boſom a flame af * 
fervour towards thee. 

* Keep me, O my God, in every hour of temp. 
tation. Unſupported by thy preventing hand | 
fall, I wound my conſcience, and diſhonour tl 
name. But, armed with thy protection, I fhal 
ſtand faſt, be ſtrong, and victorious. O ſtrength 
me to war a good warfare, that at length I ny 
overcome, through him that hath loved me. Bex 
my right hand to ſave me, left the enemy ſhoull 
triumph over me, and I be made the reproach 
the foohſh. - I dread the thought of being left u 
myſelf. In the hour of temptation I have a thou. 
ſand times experienced my own weakneſs and i. 
conſtancy. Every divine impreſſion has ſeemel 
to be obhterated. The celeſtial ſcenes which be 
fore engaged my attention have diſappeared; pats 
diſe, and the glories of the ſkies, have fled like u 
airy viſion ; and the moſt important truths of chi 
tilanity have been concealed from my view, as 
T had never known them. Lord, what is man: 
My ſoul is humbled within me > becauſe of 7 
| fooliſhneſs.” 8. | | 
At ſome ſeaſons, the believer's mind is ow ö 
preſſed with a ſenſe of his own vileneſs, that be 
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is ready to fink into deſpondency and dejeftion. 
n his retired moments he pours out his complaints 
in ſuch language as this: * The clogs of guilt and 
me clouds of darkneſs hang heavy on my ſoul. 
| What language can expreſs the depth of my dil. 
| treſs on account of ſin! The ſpirit of a man may 
ſallain his. infirmities; but a wounded ſpirit who 
can bear? A ſenſe of the vileſt ingratitude to the 
beſt of Beings ſtings my conſcious boſom, and de- 
pries me of repoſe. All is gloomy within; all is 
diſcouragement without. What returns have I 


made for favours received? I cannot bear the ſight 
of my own vileneſs. I abhor myſelf, and repent 


ns in duſt and aſhes. The ſeveral periods of my 


life have been marked with repeated inſtances of 


ingratitude to him, who is the giver of every good 


and perfect gift, whom I deſire to love, and to 


obey with my whole heart. My unſtable ſoul has 
been perpetually ſtarting aſide from God, inclining 
to folly, and verging towards that which is evil. 


This, this is wretchedneſs indeed. For this I con- 


demn myſelf almoſt without ceaſing. My ſpirits 
droop, my heart deſponds, my ſoul is diſquieted 


within me. Lord, be merciful to me, pardon 
mine iniquity, for it is great! Yet, amidſt theſe 


Lbloomy, theſe ſelf. condemning thoughts, light 
ſometimes breaks in upon the mind, and then 
|, | * | — The 
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The humble chriſtian feels within 

A ſpring of conſolation from above, 

And ſecret cordials, which repair his ſtrength, 
Raiſe and uphold his fainting, languid heart, 


Among the many conſiderations which excite 
the believer's ſorrow for the evil propenſities of 
his mind, and the miſcarriages of his life, that 
of the Redeemer's death for his offences is not 
the leaſt efficacious. To think of the love of Jeſus 
to my poor ſoul, manifeſted in his ſorrows, hi 
ſufferings, his agonies, and the ſhedding of hi 
precious blood, penetrates my heart, and makes 
me leathe myſelf in my own fight. While I look 
to him upon the croſs whom I have pierced by ny 
offences, ſurely I ought to mourn, and be in bitter. 
neſs, as one that mourneth for his firſt-born. Shall 
not I ſhed tears of grief for thoſe ſins, for which 
my Redeemer ſhed his precious blood! 

It is true, the conſtitutions of men are different, 
Some have tears at command, and others can 
ſcarcely weep on any occaſion. But the want of 
tears Thould, in this caſe, be made up by inward 
grief. Yet I muſt beg leave to ſay, that if men can 
ſhed tears on lighter occaſions (and all the cauſes of 
forrow are light. in compariſon with this) but never 
ſhed a tear on account of their ingratitude to a dy- 
ing Saviour, it ſeems to indicate a want of love to 
him, 
7 
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him, and that they have not a juſt ſenſe of the evil 
and malignity of ſin. The penitent woman, men- 
E tioned in the goſpel, ſat at the feet of Jeſus. weep- 
(ing; the waſhed his feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hair of her head. 8 


Break, break, O thou inſenſible heart! And 


Je mine eyes, why are not ye fountains of tears, 
E that 1 might weep day and night! Lord, I abhor 
E myſelf on account of the defilement which cleaveth 
E into me. Behold I am vile, I will lay my hand 
upon my mouth, and put my face in the duſt. I 
E have experienced a thouſand proofs of thy good- 
E neſs, the remembrance of which fills me with con- 
| fuſion, becauſe of my ingratitude. I cannot in any 


inſtance charge thee with ſeverity. Thy laws are 


not rigorous or grievous, but holy, juſt and good. 
And yet J have frequently violated the facred rules 
[which my heart approves. But the height of my 
E folly lies, in having ſo often ſinned againſt infinite 


goodneſs and love. I have abuſed thy kindneſs, 


and affronted thy clemency. O Lord, I beſeech 
F thee, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great.. 


Such exerciſes of mind as theſe, ſtrongly indi- 


cate the ſincerity of our regard for the divine Sa- 
viour. ; | 


Alas! how wide my ſpirit flies, 
And wanders from her God! | 
LA My- 
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My ſoul forgets her heav'nly prize, 
And treads the downward road. 


How my wild paſſions rage within, 
Nor thy commands obey ; 
And fleſh and ſenſe enflav'd to fin, 


Draw my beſt thoughts away. 


Shall creatures of a meaner frame 
Pay all their dues to thee; 
Creatures which never knew thy name, 
Nor ever lov'd like me? | 


Great God! create my ſoul anew, 
Conform my heart to thine 

Melt-down my will, and let it flow, 
And take the mould divine. 


Then ſhall my feet no more depart, 
No more my ſenſes rove; 
Devotion ſhall be all my heart, 
And all my paſhons love.. 
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SECTION X. 


— 
* 


1f Chriſt is precious to us, we ſhall adhere to him. 


in all Conditions. 


WE ſhall perſevere in his ways and ſervice, 2. 
midſt all the various trials with which we may be 


exerciſed, If perfons who make a profeſſion of 


4 Te- 
7 
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religion live any conſiderable time in this world of 
aflliction and trouble, they muſt meet with many 
trials of their ſincerity and ſtedfaſtneſs. It evi- 
dently appears from the facred ſcriptures, that the 
all- wiſe God deſignedly brings his children into a 
gate of trial and difficulty for their good; and par- 
ticularly that it may be made manifeſt to them- 
ſelves and others, that they belong to him, by their 
1 being enabled to endure this courſe of ſevere diſ- 
cipline, without fainting in the day of adverſity, * 
Alfter the patriarch Abraham had flood his 
ground amid ſt many other ſharp exerciſes, it pleaſed 
Cod, towards the cloſe of his life, to tempt, or try 
| him, by giving him that ſingular and awful com- 
mand, to take his only fon /aac, whom he loved, 
and to offer him up for a burnt ſacrifice, Abraham 
E fully demonſtrated the ſincerity and ſtrength of his 

| E 9: faith 
| * 7uftin Martyr, addreſſing himſelf to the emperor 
Ind the ſenate of Rome, fays, Our Maſter, Jeſus 
8 Chriſt, from whom we take the name of chriſtians, 
the Son and Meſſenger of that God, who is the ſu- 
in preme Lord, and Maker of the univerſe, has foretold 
our ſufferings; which to us is a manifeſt confirmation 
Jof all his other doctrines, becauſe we ſee theſe things 
1 fulfilled according to his prediction. For this or no- 
thing is the work of God, to declare that a thing ſhall 
come to paſs long before it is in being, and then to 


be bring about that thing, according to the ſame declara- 
of WE tion,” MA . 


Juſtin Martyr, Apol, pro Chriſt. xi, 
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8 
faith, by his readineſs to obey this myſterious in. 
junction. 
Mhen the children of Mael had nothing to drink 
but the bitter waters of Marah, it is ſaid that there 
* the Lord proved them.“ Their being deſtitute 
of proviſions for the ſupport of life was to anſwer 
the ſame end; till at length, in their greateſt ex, 
tremity of diſtreſs, ** the Lord ſaid unto Mo/cs, Be. 
hold, 'I will rain bread from heaven for you.” He 
afterwards told them, that the deſign of their being 
led through the wilderneſs for the ſpace of forty 
years, was to humble them, to prove them, and to | | 
know what was in their heart, whether they would 
keep his commandments or not. The wilderneſ 
was great and terrible, wherein were fiery ſerpents 
and ſcorpions, and drought ; where there was no 
water to ſupply them but what was brought out of 
the flinty rock.“ The Lord thus dealt with them, not 
from a want of regard to them, but, as he repeatedly 
declared, for the purpoſe of trying them, that * he 
might do them good in their latter end. For the 
Lord your God proveth you, to know whether ye 
love him with all your heart, and with all yout 
foul.” 
When they were ſettled in the land of promiſe, 

the Lord ſaid to them, I will not henceforth drive 


out the nations which Joſhua left when he died, 
that 


4 
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that through them I may prove 1/rael, whether 
they will keep the way of the Lord, to walk there- 
in, or not.“ Some ſuch method as this God is 


pleaſed to take with his ſpiritual Iſrael in all ages. 
We have a very ſingular and inſtructive inſtance 
of the end and uſe of adverſity, in the caſe of Job. 


That holy man was ſeverely tried; yet, in the depth 
of his calamity, we hear him ſay, * My foot hath 
held his ſteps; his way have I kept, and not de- 


clined ; neither have I gone back from the com- 


| mandment of his lips. I have eſteemed the words 
| of his mouth more than my neceſſary food. Though 

be lay me, yet will I truſt in him. He knoweth 
| the way that I take ; when he hath tried me, I hall 
come forth as gold.“ 


Now, the man 1s bleſſed that endureth 4 


tion; the iſſue will be glorious ; ſor when he is tried, 
he ſhall receive the crown of life. We are there- 
| fore admoniſhed not to think it ſtrange concern- 
ing the fiery trial which is to try us, as though ſome 
range thing happened unto us. By our ſteady 


adherence to Chriſt and his cauſe in the midſt of 


| all, we have the faireſt opportunity given us, of 
| proving how precious he is to our ſouls. 


True chriſtians have ſuch views of the tran- 


| ſcendent excellency of the Redeemer, that they are 


| powerfully drawn after him, and attached to him in 


i 

1 

| 

| 
1 
f 

0 
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all conditions of life into which they may be 
brought. They ſee him worthy to be followed, 
though they ſhould be called to forſake all for him, 
and to endure the ſevereſt perſecutions for his ſake, 
Others, in time of temptation, fall away. Bu 
they endure the ſtorm, for the love which they ben 
to his name. Through the views which they hay 
of his ſuperlative amiableneſs and excellency, they 
are thoroughly diſpoſed to be ſubject to him, and 
engaged to labour with earneſtneſs and activity in 
his ſervice, amidſt all the difficulties, trials and 
troubles which they may meet with in fo doing, 
It is the diſcovery of his divine excellency which 
makes them con ſtant to him; for this ſo deeply im. 
preſſes their minds, that they cannot forget or for. 
fake him. They will follow him whereſoever he 
goeth, and the ſolicitations and the perſecutions 0 
men, and the guile and malice of Satan are em. 
ployed in vain to draw them away from him. 
Some have had trial of cruel mockings, and 
ſcourgings, yea, moreover, of bonds and impri- 
ſonments. They were ſtoned, they were fawn 
aſunder, were tempted, were flain with the ſword: 
they wandered about in ſheep ſkins, and goat ſkins; 
being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented ; of whom the 
world was not worthy : they wandered in deſerts 


and in mountains, and in dens and cayes of the 
' earth.” 


Fg 
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* de 
wed, 


him, enabled to maintain their attachment to him in the 


ſake, midſt of all, becauſe he was precious to their ſouls, 
Bu ä OTIS 

bear - SECTION. XI. 

have 

they 7 Chriſt be precious unto us, we ſhall be concerned 
ol to make his glory the end of our actions. 
"1 OUR bleſſed Lord died, as the ſubſtitute of 


ſaners, that thoſe who live by his death ſhould not 


Din ' 5 * 0 
se unto themſelves, making their own honour, 


hich 
im. 
for. 
r he 
$ of 
em. 


the ſervice, the intereſt, and the glory of their great 
Lord and Saviour, who died in their room, to take 
away their ſins by the ſacrifice of himſelf, and * 
[roſe again for their juſtification. 


and 
pri. 
aw 
Id; 
ins; 
the 
rts, 
the 


| apoſtle Paul. When a priſoner at Rome, he wrote 
to the brethren at Philippi, to eſtabliſh them in the 
ruth which they had received, and to exhort them 
not to be ſhaken in mind by the perſecutions which 
| he endured ; for he was perſuaded theſe would, in 
the iſſue, be for the furtherance of the goſpel. 


tion and my hope, that in nothing J ſhall be aſhamed, 
1 | but 


earth,” Yet all could not wean their hearts from 
Jeſus, nor extinguiſh their love to him. They were 


leaſe, or pleaſure the end of their living in this 
world ; but that they ſhould devote their lives to 


We have a lively exemplification of this 3 in the 


| According,“ ſays he, © to my earneſt expecta- 
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but that with all boldneſs, as always, ſo now alf 
Chriſt ſhall be magnified in my body, whether ity 
by life or by death.” He then adds, For to me 
to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain.“ As if he hal 
ſaid, I have expreſſed my hope that Chriſt ſhall 
be glorified in me, whether I die or live, and in 
this hope I am encouraged, becauſe he is the ſu. 
preme end of my life. I value lite only as it mg 
be employed to the purpoſes of his honour, The 

Intereſt and the glory of my Redeemer are the 
great ends I purſue, with unabating ardour and de. 
light; that in publiſhing his blefſed goſpel, and 
ſuffering for his ſake, I may gain over ſouls to hin, 
and ſo promote his honour in the world.“ 

As the life of a chriſtian is derived from Chrill 
ſo it is directed to him. It is moſt certain, tha, 
when he is actuated by the noble principles which 
the goſpel inſpires, the honour of his Saviour“ 
name, and the advancement of religion, lie nearl 
bis heart. And this ſeems to be the ſpecial impor 

of the words above recited, from the connection 
in which they ſtand, © To me to live is Chriſt; — 
he is all and in all to me; I live only for him. 

The whole of the apoſtle's life ſerves to illuſſrat 
this declaration. In the mid ſt of ſhame, hunger, 
nakedneſs, bonds, and impriſonment, he was happ) 
if his Lord and Maſter might be honoured OY 
| : 


4 
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He counted not his life dear unto himſelf, ſo that 


| > he might finiſh his courſe with Joy, and the miniſ- 
o h hich he had received of the Lord Jeſus, to 
e had teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God, When his 
Chat friends endeavoured to diſſuade him from going 
1d in Jeruſalem, becauſe of the dangers to which he 
e ſu. yould be expoſed in that city, he. ſaid, What 
nean ye to weep and to break my heart? I am 
Th: cady, not only to be bound, but to die at Jeru- 


alem, for the name of the Lord Jeſus.” | 
| This heavenly man lived and breathed only for 
the honour of the Redeemer, and for the advance- 
ment of his kingdom in the world. The Fews 
ted him to rage and madneſs. The Gentiles _ 
threatened him, ſought his life, and perſecuted 
him in the different places where divine Provi- 
Uence ſent him. When at Rome, in the hands of 
Nero, as in the paws of a raging lion, he was tran- 
Equil and ſerene ; concerned for nothing ſo much as 
Ihe honour of Chriſt. Whence was that calmneſs 
ot mind which he invariably diſcovered on ſuch 
occalions ? Was his heart of iron or ſteel ? Was 
Ihe inſenſible to the troubles which agitate other 
men? No; he was no ſtoic. His ſoul was all 
penderneſs and ſenſibility. But a ſupreme regard 
to 9 carried him above all. The Saviour's 
* conſtrained him. Jeſus was precious unto 


him. 
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cap od $2: qeo he. 
him. Where His honour was in queſtion; h 
would neither be influenced by the deſire of lite 
nor the dread of death. A regard for the gloryg 
his divine Maſter overcame all. Noble ſpiri/ 
This is chriſtian heroiſm in all its ſublimity ; in, 
finitely ſuperior to the brutal ferocity of your 
Alexanders, and your Cæſars. Their only aim yg 
to aggrandize themſelves, though this ſhould hy 
done by cruelty and oppreſſion. The higheſt vil 
of this bleſſed apoſtle was, to glorify the Re. 
deemer, in promoting the welfare, the liberty aul | 
bappineſs of thoſe whom he died to ſave. 
But it is not enough to admire ſo fine an exan 
ple. We ought, in our inferior ſtations, ſo fa 
as we are able, to copy after it. We know wh 
bas repeatedly told us, that unleſs we prefer hin 
to all that is dear to us in this world, we canndt 
be his diſciples. The ſteady and reigning delign 
of our ſouls ſhould be, that we may live to Chril, 
and make his honour the end of all our ations 
We ſhould count our ſervices, our exertions, out 
labours, and even our ſufferings delightful, if thi 
end may be any way promoted by them. All ue 
poſſeſs ſhould be conſecrated to him who gait 
himſelf for us. The members of our bodies, and 
the faculties of our ſouls ſhould be employed fot 
him. Our tongues ſhould ſpeak his praiſes, ou! 
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ears ſhould hearken to his voice, our eyes ſhould 
review his wonderful works, our feet ſhould run 


in his ways, and our hands ſhould be employed in 


he execution of every thing in our power, which 
| is pleaſing in his ſight. In all places, in all com- 


panies, in every undertaking, civil or religious, it 


ſhould be our aim to glorify him. The general 
rule laid down by the apoſtle Paul, ſhould be al- 


ways kept in remembrance, * Whether ye eat or 


drink, or whatſoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God; and in another place, he ſpeaks much to 
Icke ſame purpoſe, ** Whatſoever ye do, in word or 


deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 
thanks to God the Father by him.” | 


| We ſhould never forget that we are not our own, 


but are bought with a price, for this very end, that 
we ſhould glorify God with our bodies, and with 


our ſpirits which are his. All the operations of 
his grace upon us are for the ſame purpoſe, that 


we ſhould ſhew forth the virtues and the praiſe ok 


him, who hath called us out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light. This will be our delightful em- 
Iploy through the revolutions of a bliſsful eternity. 
That Jeſus who is precious to us has ſaid, © If any 
man ſerve me, him will my Father honour;” and 


ſurely, thoſe who expe to be glorified with him in 


ſbeaven, ſhould make it their buſineſs, their aim, 


M 5 and 
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and their conſtant endeavour to pſy him upon 
earth. To preſent our bodies, together with our 
ſouls to him, a living ſacrifice, holy and accept. 
ble in his ſight, is a reaſonable ſervice. 


It grieves me, Lord, it grieves me ſore, 
That I have liv'd to thee no more. 
And waſted half my days; 
My inward pow'rs ſhall burn and flame 
With glowing zeal for thy great name, 
I would not ſpeak, but for my God, 
Nor move, but to his praiſe, 


SECTION XII. 


J can oft 2s precious to us, we ſhall long to l 
with him. 


MW hall not only entertain joy ful hopes 0i 
future felicity, but we ſhall live in expedctation of 
the promiſed inheritance. We ſhall feel, at cer. 
tain ſeaſons, ardent deſires of ſeeing Him upon I 
throne of glory, to whoſe humiliation, agonies and 
death we are indebted for all our ſalvation. We 
ihall with to join the happy ſociety who, without 
cealing, celebrate his praiſe, crying, Worthy 15 
the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and en and honour, and 
. : | glory, 
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| glory, and bleſſing ; for he hath redeemed us to 
| God by his blood.” | 


The weather-beaten traveller longs: to be at 


| home, that he may enjoy the company of thoſe who 
are moſt dear to him. The mariner, after having. 
been expoſed to many ſtorms and tempeſts, in a 
long and dangerous voyage, longs to reach the 
port of reſt, The defired haven is much in his 
© thoughts, and the nearer he approaches it, the more 
| conſtantly and ardently he looks out for it. $6 
E longs the believing ſoul to be in the immediate 
| preſence of him, whom having not ſeen he loves. 


The hearts of believers,” ſays the judicious 


; Dr. Owen, * are like the needle, which cannot 
| reſt till it comes to the point to which it is 
directed, by the myſterious virtue of the magnet. 
Tor being once touched by the love of Chriſt, and 
E receiving froin it an impreſſion of ſecret, incffable 
virtue, they will ever be in motion, and reſtleſs, 
| until they come to him, and behold his glory; 
| That ſoul which can be ſatisfied without it, and 
cannot be eternally TUNER with it, has neither 
part nor lot in the matter.” 


have waited,” ſays the chriſtian, * for 45 fal- 


| vation, O Lord; when wilt thou admit me into 
thy holy habitation ? How long (hall I lie at n 
| diſtance from thee ? 


Me Who. | 
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the ſweet moment of thy appearance arrive. 
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Whoever conſiders what it is to behold the glo. 
rious face of Jeſus in heaven, to contemplate 2 
beauty which never fades, to be enriched with a be. 
neficence which can never be exhauſted, and bleſs. 
ed in a love which is unmerited and infinite, wil 
find abundant reaſon to ſay again and again, “ 
have a deſire to depart, and to be with Chriſt," 
why is the time of my abſence from him pro. 
longed? When ſhall the days of my pilgrimage 
have an end ? When ſhall I ſee the face of my Re. 
deemer, without a veil between! Many of ny 
friends are gone before me; and now, ſecure of the 
conqueſt over all their enemies, they poſſeſs the 
rewards of victory, and are triumphing in the re. 
gions of immortality. They ſurvey what was once 
to them the field of conteſt, and look back with un. 
utterable pleaſure on the dangers which are nov 
paſt. Their united foes are for ever vanquiſhed, 
and they inherit uninterrupted tranquillity and re- 
poſe. Their eyes behold the King in his beauty, 
They are in his preſence where there is fulneſs ol 
joy, and at his right hand where there are pleaſures 
for evermore. O how I long to join their bleſſed 
ſociety. Come, Lord Jeſus, come quickly! Thi 
muſt be the language of my ſoul, till the ſolemn, 


Suppoſing we were to have no pleaſure on this ſide 


heaven, 
k 


e glo. 
late z 
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— yet the proſpect of being happy there to 
all eternity, ſhould teach us to be calin and patient 


under every calamity here, and even to bear thele 


[light afflictions, which are but for a moment, with a 
holy joy. There we ſhall fee Jeſus, live with him, 
and enjoy the glorious light of his countenance, 
not for a day, a month, an age, but - for ever. And 


who can tell the pleaſure, peace, joy, and tranſ- 
mage W port of a glorified ſaint, in the immediate pre- 
F ſence of his ever-adorable and all-gracious Re- 
deemer! When he is admitted into his glorious 


W palace above the ſkies, with what ſurprize and 


aſtoniſhment muſt he be ſeized ! We can conceive 
but very imperfectly of the firſt impreſſions made 
upon him by the objects into the midſt of which he 
finds himſelf tranſported. He there ſees multitudes 
of all nations, countries and languages, uniting in 


the admiration of infinite love, caſting themſelves 
before the throne of God, laying their crowns at 
bis feet, and crying, from the abundance of a heart 
penetrated with the perfection of a Being ſo worthy 
ot their homage and adoration, * Bleſſing, and 


glory, and honour to him that ſitteth upon 1 
throne, and to the Lamb for ever and ever.“ 


May we not ſuppoſe ſuch a newly, arrived inhabi- 
[tant of the celeſtial place to ſay within himſelf, Is 
this heaven, and am I here!! 
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It is deſeribed to us by a variety of figures, and 


metaphorical expreſſions. We judge of happineſ 


and miſery, according to what we are converſant 
with in the preſent ſtate. But in a future late the 
veils of fleſh and blood ſhall be taken away. The 
darkneſs which now beclouds our minds will he 
diſpelled, and all the ſcales of ignorance will fal 
from our eyes. We ſhall no more ſee as through 
a glaſs darkly, but face to face. Then we ſhal 
know what is meant by the marriage-ſupper of the 
Lamb, and by ſitting down with Abraham, Ia, 
and Jacob in the kingdom of God. 

There are angels, archangels, cherubim and 
ſeraphim, thrones, domipations, princedoms, vir. 
tues, powers; the general aſſembly and church of 
the firſt-born ; there are patriarchs, prophets, apoſ: 
tles, and martyrs; there are myriads of ſaints, a 
great multitude which no man can number ; there 
the throne of glory, the fulneſs of joy, the rivers 
of pure and everlaſting delight, the pleaſures which 
flow from God's right hand for evermore. The | 
departing ſaint no ſooner quits his earthly taber- 
nacle, than he mingles with the morning ſtars, and 
engages in familiar converſe with the fir{t-born 


ſons of light. The ſupreme excellence unveil 


itſelf, and ſuffers him to gaze on infinite beauty 
The Lord of nature, the Being of beings diſplays 
EI there 


# 
* 
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and there the bright aſſemblage of his adorable iſt 
ines ons. There is the eternal Father; there the well- 
ran beloved Son, clothed in a body like our own ; and 
e the there the bleſſed Spirit. 


The The chriſtian longs to be in heaven upon many 
II be accounts; but chiefly, that he may ſee and enjoy his 
| fall Cod without interruption : next to this, that he 
ough may for ever be favoured with the bleſſed commu- 
ſhall nion of ſaints. When he lays aſide his frail gar- 
f the Wments of mortality, he is clothed with the white 
Jaa, Wi robes of purity, glory, and honour. He imme. 


diately feels the force, and breathes the raptures of 


and immortal love. The ſmiling moments, crowned 
vin. Wvith joy and ever-blooming life, now begin their 
h of Weverlaſting round. 

poſ. WW The believing proſpett of future glory iS the 
s, a great perſuaſive to holy obedience, and conſtant 
here N patience under the trials of life; ſince nothing can 
vers be too much to do or to ſuffer, in the view of that 
hich Wi bleſſed fate. How happy is the condition of the 
The WF man who waits, with firmneſs and ſteadineſs, for 
ber. chat crown of glory to which he has a clear and 


certain right! Who can draw from a well-grounded 
hope of it, pleaſures ſuitable to an intelligent crea- 
ture, and an immortal ſoul! Who, in the midſt of 


uty, ſo many pains, ſo many miſeries, ſo many labours, 
ays ich which this mortal life abounds, feels in his 
ere ” boſom 


= = = . 
1 = IEG _—_— [-—_— — — 1 => o < 
2 = 0 n J = ” 8 I 9 
ky 2 nien n = P 
_ r — N. RE - E 10 — — 
r 8 _— 1 = = 8 8 
> : = = - — > 2h Fe : ey 

* * 7 4 


1 


I, 
RY 
2 = 7 B 


meſſenger of God's vengeance, who comes to lead 


n 


fathomable eternity. Theſe ſolemnities are new to 


ban C1R1ST PRECIOUS 


— 
boſom that ſource of conſolation which is con. 
netted with a firm expettation of eternal felicity! 
How 1s he fortiſied againſt the terrors of death 
Death to him is diſarmed of its ſting, and the 
grave of its boaſted victory. What can we wiſh 
more ſuited to our circumſtances in theſe regions 
of mortality, than to know that our Redeemer lives, 
and that we ſhall preſently live with him, where 
death ſhall be known no more! 

To an impenitent ſinner death appears as the 


him to that tribunal where all his crimes will be 
examined and puniſhed, When that awful mo- 
ment arrives, the blandiſhments of the world vaniſh 
like a dream; a gathering gloom veils the face of 
nature, and eclipſes all its beauty. No created en- 
joyment can cheer the ſullen hours, while he 
ſtands ſhivering on the brink of an unknown, un- 


him, and infinitely more awful than he had ever 
imagined. The king of terrors ſtands inſulting be- 
fore him, and draws his fable curtain round the 
bed of languiſhing, I 

The time of our abode in this tranſitory world is 
very uncertain, and the final event of things very 
awful and important. The ancient heathens, 10 
avoid the thought of death, fotbore to mention the 
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yery name of it. And as it was ib to live 
pon earth without having occaſion to ſpeak of the 
end of life, they expreſſed by a periphraſes that 
which they were ſo reluctant to name. Inſtead of 
calling it death, they termed it a ſubmitting to deſ- 
iny, a falling by the ſtroke of fate, a departing, 
©, and a ſleeping; but to change the name of a fright. 
ere ul object will not much diminiſh the horror of it. 

The two expreſſions laſt mentioned are adopted, 
be ind, at the ſame time, ſanctified by the inſpired 
al Wi writers. Paul ſpeaks, with holy tranquillity, of 
be de time of his departure being at hand. And death 
0- ssccalled a ſleep, as it is, to a good man, the period 
i of his entering into reſt. And it has this name 
ol Wl civen it with a peculiar reſpect to the reſurrection, 
n. hen they that ſleep in the duſt of the earth ſhall 
ie Wi vake, and ariſe, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 
„o hame and everlaſting contempt. | 
0 May I have that love for Jeſus which will render 
it a deſirable object to depart, that I may be for 
ever with him! This is the only way to die with 
comfort, May the great purpoſes of life be an- 
lwered in me,. and at length the hour of death be 
velcomed with chearfulneſs, that I may then have 
nothing to do but to reſign my ſpirit into the hands 
of my Saviour. I ſhall then bid adieu to this 


tenement of clay, to have no farther connection 
| | with 
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with it, till the courſe of nature be diſſolved, ay 
the ſun have meaſured his laſt radiant circle round 
the ſkies. It requires ſomething more than humay 


| fortitude to ſupport the ſoul under the immediate 


views of this ſeparation. Here the reſolution of 
nature and the aids of reaſon fail. 


But faith can triumph o'er the grave, 
And trample on the tombs; 

My Jeſus, my Redeemer lives, 
My God, my Saviour comes, 


Then, O my ſoul, thy deliverance will be cons 


plete from all that now infetters thee. My bonds 
will fall off; I ſhall be perfectly free from al 


the ſnares of ſenſe and fin which have formerly en. 


tangled me. T ſhall be oppreſſed with no weights 
| held down by no clogs of guilt, weakneſs or afflic- 
tion. My whole ſoul, and my body too, after the 


great riſing day, will enjoy the glorious liberty of 


the children of God. How unſpeakable will be 
the pleaſure of having every faculty and affection 
at command, and of having the free exerciſe of all! 
When the poor priſoner has his fetters knocked 
off, and full liberty is given him to quit his loath- 


ſome dungeon, and breathe the free air, how great 


is his joy! The bird eſcaped from confinement, 
Ny its wings, and with alacrity takes its aerial 
1 6 flight. 
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light, This is a faint emblem of the joy I ſhall 
el, when mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up of 
le. The language of the happy ſociety will be 
i that day, Our ſoul is eſcaped as a bird out 
{ the ſnare of the fowler; the ſnare is broken, 
nd we are eſcaped.” They will then feel them- 
ſelres free from all confinement, and no longer 
Way, © WAY we would do good, evil 1s preſent 
with us. 

My ſoul is winged with fervent deſire after 
the bright viſion of my Saviour's face, and 35. 
enſely longs for her diſmiſhon from the regions 
1d; Who! mortality. O. when ſhall the important. pe- 
od arrive! I ſigh for permiſſion to enter the 
n. World of perfect light and love. I am ſtill in a 
is, late of warfare; yet various as the ſources of 
ic. Nuffering are, the conflict, in which I am ſup- 
he {Whjorted, by the hope of future reſt, can neither be 
of {W'ong nor altogether painiul. 'The great object of 
be ny expectation cannot be very far diſtant. A few 
n ears, a few months, nay, even a few days may 
bang me into that ſtate of being, where the Foun- 
ed ain of everlaſting light diſplays his glories, and 
h. Were neither clouds nor darkneſs can ever inter- 
at Neept his radiant brightneſs. I long, with 1n- 
t, creaſing defire, that indulgent. Heaven would ſign 
al ny. releaſe, and ſpeedily ain, me from this 
ſcene 
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ſcene of combat. When ſhall the ſtorms of 
life be paſt! When ſhall I reach the haven 
where I would be! When ſhall I enter the regions 
of perfect light and felicity, the paradiſe of God, 
where ſtands the tree of life, and where an un. 
bounded —_—” in all its glory, for ever, ever 
blooms ! 
Come, bleſſed angel, raiſe my ſoul 
To this divine abode; 
Haſte, for my ſpirit longs to ſee 
My Saviour and my God, 


ee eee od \ 
CHAP. IV. 


In what Reſpects Ze efus Chriſt i 10 precious to then 
that believe. 


O you that believe he is precious, or he i 
your honour. You account him your glory 
and your gain. He is not only precious to you, 


but preciouſne/5 itſelf. He is your Jewel, your 


Treaſure; and ſhould you be robbed of all be- 
ſides, in him you are ſuperlatively and everlal- 


ingly rich. By the faith which you have in his 


name, you are enabled to diſcern his excellency, 
who 1s fairer than the children of men, nay, the 


chiefeſt among ten thouſands, and altogether 
4 lovely. 
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prely. As ſuch you mult account him precious, 
and beſtow the choiceſt affections of your hearts 
upon him. If the queſtion is propoſed to you, 
„What is thy Beloved more than another be- 
bored?“ you will not be at a loſs for an anſwer. 
He is precious in every view, and under every 
conſideration. All that is in him, all that is done 


F ſpoken by him, and all that appertains to him is 


precious. Let us enumerate a few particulars, by 
way of illuſtration. 


SECTION I. 


The Hiftory of Chriſt is precious to them that believe. 


THIS: is given us by the four evangeliſts, 
under the immediate inſpiration of the Holy Spirit. 
They have related every material circumſtance 
concerning the birth, the life, the ſufferings, the 
death, the reſurrection, and the aſcenſion of Jeſus 
Chriſt, in a manner ſo ſimple, ſo artleſs, and yet ſo 
lublime, as muſt captivate the attention, and touch 
the heart of every unprejudiced reader. The facts 
they record are the moſt imereſting that ever em- 
ployed the hiſtoric pen. | 

The incarnation of the Saviour of mankind 1 was 
one of the moſt important, one of the moſt glorious 
Frents that ever took place in the revolutions of 

N | time. 
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time, 


The purpoſes and promiſes of God relating to this 
wonderful tranſaction were then fulfilled. The 


tulneſs of the times was then completed, and God | 
Angels de. 


ſent forth his Son made of a woman. 
ſcended from heaven to bring the joyful news. A 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt made their appear. 

Celeſtial muſic was heard 
by mortal ears. The glorious- meſſengers had no 
ſooner delivered the glad tidings, than they united 
in one of the anthems of heaven. The morning 
ſtars ſang together, and the ſons of God ſhouted 
for joy: © Glory to God in the higheſt, and on 
earth, peace, good will towards men.“ * The Sun 
of 


* A certain writer enumerates the circumſtances at- 
tending the Saviour's birth in the following animated 
manner, * Herod turns pale on his throne; the powers of 


Qarkneſs tremble ; the eaſtern ſages ſuſpend their ſpe- | 


culations, and attend to no ſign in the firmament ex- 
cepting that which conducts them to the new-bom 
Saviour. A miniſter of light is the herald of the 


aſtoniſhing event, and cries to the wakeful ſhepherds, 


who mingled their midnight devotions with their care 
for their flocks, © Behold, I bring you glad tidings 
of great joy, which ſhall be unto all people; for un. 
to you is born this day, in the city of David, a Sa- 
viour, which is Chrilt the LY . And ſtraightway, 

i 


- 3 


Then the virgin conceived and brought 
forth a Son, whoſe name is God with us. The 
Lord of glory took up his dwelling in mortal fleſh, 


oo” £5 pw ma Sd ow aw mow. 


TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 149 


22 * 4 goons 


of Righteouſneſs was, now to ariſe and ſhine upon 


i benighted world, and a new ſtar appeared in the 
heavens, as a ſignal of this brighter day. Wile men 
{rom the eaſt, taught of God to know the ſignifi- 
cancy of this ſacred token, came, under the guid- 
ance of its ſhining rays, to preſent their gifts, and 
pay their adorations to the new-born Saviour,— 


och is the hiſtory of his birth. Abraham, the pa- 


triarch, rejoiced in the diſtant proſpett of this day; 
be ſaw it by faith, and was glad. 5 

The account given us of the public life and 
miniſtry of Jeſus is precious. His entrance on 


| the important work he had to do, was ſignalized 


by the manifeſtation of the glorious Trinity. When 
he was baptized of John in Jordan, he went up 
lraight way out of the water; and lo, the heavens 
were opened unto him, and John ſaw the Spirit of 
God deſcending like a dove, and lighting upon 

ent oi DE „„ 
; multitude of the heavenly hoſt congtatulate the ſhep- 
nerds, on the Son of God's aſſumption of mortal fleth, 


The celeſtial ſpirits wondered to behold their Crea- 
tor and Lord become a babe at Bethlehem, wrapped in 


Twaddling clothes, and laid in a manger. From the 


noment of his nativity, how deep were his humilia- 
tion and abaſement! Yet in that inglorious place 
where oxen fed, the heavenly hoſts adore him. The 

agi paid divine honours to the incarnate God, His 
prelence conſecrated the ſtable into a temple of glory, 
and ennobled the manger where he lay, 2 as to make 
t, in lome fort, a throne of grace,” | 


* 
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him; and lo, a voice from heaven, faying, This i 
my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, 
After his harbinger had directed the ſinful mult. 
tude, who ſurrounded his perſon, to behold him ix 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the ſin of the 
world, Jeſus began to preach the glad tidings of 
the kingdom, and to confirm his divine miſſion by 
a vaſt variety of aſtoniſhing miracles. He went 
about doing good, and healing all that were dil. 
_ eaſed. The blind received their ſight, the lame 
were made to walk, the dumb to ſpeak, the deaf to 
Hear; demons were expelled from thoſe who had 
been tormented by them; thoſe who were ſick of 
the palſy were reſtored to the perfect uſe of their 
limbs; the lepers were cleanſed, and even the 
dead were called back to life, by his omnipotent 
word. " 
This was the day for which the church of God 
had looked and longed, for the ſpace of almoſt four 
thouſand years. Patriarchs, prophets and kings 
had waited for it, with earneſt expectation. Now 
it was come. The glory of the Lord was revealed; 
the only begotten. of the Father, full of grace and 
truth, was made manifeſt. The greateſt honour 
was conferred on this earthly globe at that period, 
when he who formed it by his almighty power be- 
came its inhabitant. The glory of the ſecond tem- 
OE | p 2 ple 
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ple was greater than that of the firſt, becauſe the 
Son of God himſelf made his appearance in it. If 
2 poor man ſhould be favoured with the preſence 
of a prince or an emperor under the roof of his cot- 
tage, he would think it a great honour, What an 
honour then was conferred on this world, when 
the King of glory became its inhabitant! | 

The ſojourning of the Son of God on earth, 
the chief event which adorns the records of time, 
and enlivens the hiſtory of the world. It is the 
glory of the air that he breathed 1n it ; of the ſun, 
that its beams once ſhone upon him; of the ground, 
that he trod upon it ; and of the ſea, that he walked 
ſerenely on its glaſſy ſurface. It is the glory of the 
elements, that they once nouriſhed him who is the 
bread of life; of the water, that it quenched his 
thirſt; of men, that he lived among them ; and of 
Judea, that it was the land of Immanuel, where he 
ſojourned more than thirty years. It is the glory 
of our nature that he aſſumed it, and, by ſo doing, 
exalted it to a high degree. 

The diſpenſations of Providence, e 955 
ceſſive ages, like ſo many lines, point at this period, 
3 their centre. Before his appearance, they made 


way for his coming; and ſince that period, they 


are ſubſervient to the great ends to be anſwered by 
it, : 8 i PIR, ; 5 
N 3 - The 
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The hiſtory of his ſufferings and death is equally 
intereſting, ana equally precious. That he ſhould 
ſuffer, bleed, and die, was the deſign of the Father 
in ſending him into the world. The Spirit of God, 
in the ancient prophets, ſignified beforehand, the 
ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory that ſhould fol. 
low. Te, : 5 
Led by the ſacred hiſtorians, let this ſolemn and 
affecting ſcene employ my meditation. Think, 0 
my ſoul, on that moſt tragical, and yet moſt glo. 
rious event, on which thy ſalvation depends. Call 
to mind the aſtoniſhing, the almoſt incredible hi. 
tory of thy Saviour's love. He who upholdeth all | 
things by the word of his power, who thought i 
no robbery to be equal with God, humbled him. 
ſelf ſo as to become obedient unto death, even the 
death of the croſs. Behold him loaded with thoſe 
ſorrows which he willingly bore for our fakes, 
Follow him into the garden of Geth/emane ; lee the 
awful combat which he there ſuſtained ; a combat 
in which he defended himſelf only by his prayers, 
his cries, and his tears; a combat which led on to 
ſomething ſtill more formidable, the very thought | 
of which ſo overwhelmed his holy ſoul, that his 
ſweat was as it were great drops of blood falling 
down to the ground, and he cried out, * Father, it 


it be poſſible, let this cup paſs from me.“ 
| 2 Let 


q 
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Let me proceed ſtill farther, and review that 
torrent of ſufferings which the adorable Redeemer 
endured, from the period of his being led away out 
of the garden by a band of ruffians, to the hour of 
his crucifixion. Behold him accuſed by the loud 
clamour of a thouſand revengeful and blaſpheming 
tongues. Hear the fatal ſentence pronounced 


a gainſt him by a prevaricating judge, who declared, 


that he believed him to be perfectly innocent. See 
his lovely viſage marred, his face defiled with ſpit- 
ting; his hands bound with cords; his temples - 
crowned with pricking thorns; his body bruiſed 
vith rude blows, and his back ſcourged with rods, 
till they might tell all his bones. See him, after 
all this, trembling under the weight of that croſs 
on which he was to expire, in agonies which can- 
not be deſcribed. Aſcend with him to the place 
of ſculls, the theatre-of the greateſt wonders whien 
omnipotence itſelf ever wrought ! 

Behold there the Lamb of God! Behold that 
Jeſus, who is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon ; ſee him ſtrip- 
ped of his garments, nailed to the infamous gibbet, 
treated as the vileſt malefactors, and, during that 
awtul period, having, as it were, loſt ſight of thoſe 
favourable regards of his divine Father, which con- 


e all his 3j joy. Hear him, hear him erying 
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fully and completely ſatisfied; the price was pad | 


Chriſt glorifies them both in a degree unſpeakably 
higher. In this divine expedient, mercy and truth 


'the communication of every bleſſing, which-we, 
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———— 
out, My God, my God, why haſt thou forſaken 
me?” 

Nature was thrown into convulſions. The earth 
quaked. Rocks were rent. The heavens were cla 
in mourning. The very graves being opened re. 
ſigned their prey, and many of them that ſlept aroſe, 
and ſhewed themſelves alive after his paſſion, On 
this great day, for which all other days were made, 
atonement was offered up for human guilt; awful, 
avenging juſtice, which called for our blood, wa 


for the ranſom of our ſouls; eternal redemption 
was obtained; our old man was crucified, that the 
body of ſin might be deſtroyed ; principalities and 
powers were conquered ; the world was overcome; 
death and the grave were ſubdued; the eternal law 
of God, which we had violated, was magnified and 
made honourable; and all the attributes of 8 
were infinitely glorified. 

The juſtice of God is glorified by the puniſhment 
of impenitent ſinners in hell, his goodneſs by the 
happineſs of ſaints in heaven. But the death of 


meet together, righteouſneſs and peace embrace 
each other. By conſequence, a way is opened for 


perilh- 
. 
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periſhing ſinners, ſtand in need of, to make us com- 
pletely and everlaſtingly happy. Pardon, peace, 


earth juſtification, acceptance, perſeverance, and eternal 
clad ite are all enſured by the Saviour's death. The 
| re. WM vretchedneſs of that ſtate, out of which we are de. 
roſe, WM livered, can only be equalled by the bleſſedneſs of 
On that into which we are brought, by our dying Re- 
ade, deemer. 15 TE 


With joy——with grief, the healing hand I ſee; 2 
Ah! too conſpicuous! it is fix'd on high. : 
on high ?—kind Heav'n forgive the erring muſe ; 
Alas, how low ! how far beneath the ſkies ! 
The {kies it form'd, yet now it bleeds for me— ' 
and i Draw the dire ſteel—Ah no! the dreadful bleſſing 
net What heart, or can ſuſtain, or dares forego ? 
Wi There hangs all human hope: that nail ſupports 
nd The falling univerſe : that gone, we fink. 
ity He ſeiz d our dreadful right; the load ſuſtain'd ; 
And heav'd the mountain from a guilty world. | 
nt A thouſand worlds, ſo bought, were bought too dear. 
he be theme is all divine; my heart! awake! 
What can awake thee, unawak'd by this, 
Expended Deity on human weal ? | 
The ſun beheld it—No, the ſhocking ſcene 
Drove back his chariot : midnight veil'd his face, 
A midnight nature ſhudder'd to behold. 
dun ! didſt thou fly thy Maker's pain ? or ſtart. 
At that enormous load of human guilt, 


Which 
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Which bow'd his bleſſed head; o'erwhelm'd his Croſs; | 


Made groan the centre; burſt earth's marble womb, 
With pangs, ſtrange pangs ! deliver'd of her dead? 
Hell howl'd; and Heav'n that hour let fall a tear; 
Heav'n wept, that men might ſmile! Heav'n ble 
that men | 
Might never die 
Ober guilt (how mountainous) with out-ſtretch? d arms, 
Stern juſtice, and ſoft-ſmiling love, embrace, 
Supporting, in full majeſty, his throne, 
When ſeem'd its majeſty to need ſupport, 
Or that or man inevitably loſt, 
What but the fathomleſs of thought divi me, 
Could labour ſuch expedient from deſpair, 
And reſcue both ? both reſcue ! both exalt ! 
O how are both exalted by the deed! 
The wond'rous deed !. or ſhall I call it more? 
A wonder in omnipotence itſelf ! 
A myſtery to angels, and to men ! 
The theme, the joy, what mortal can ſuſtain ? 


See the burſt gates! cruſh'd ſting ! demoliſh'd throne: x 


Laſt gaſp of vanquiſh'd death ! Shout, earth and heav'n 
This ſum of good to man. Where roll my thoughts 

| To reſt from wonders ? other wonders riſe; 

And ſtrike where'er they roll: my ſoul is caught: 
Heav*n's ſov'reign bleſſings, cluſt'ring from the croſs 
Ruſh on her in a throng, and cloſe her round, 

The pris'ner of amaze! In his bleſt life, 

I fee the path, and in uk death, the price, 

And in his great aſcent, the proof ſupreme 

Of immortality : £ 


bs, 
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His Perſon is precious. 


HIS glory is ſo great as to ſurpaſs the com- | 


prehenſion of finite minds. But that degree of 


knowledge which a chriſtian has of his perſon by 


lath, is more valuable than any other kind of 


knowledge whatever. The apoſtle Paul, who 
knew how to eſtimate it, calls it the excellency 


of the knowledge of Chrift Jeſus the Lord.” He 


juſtly counted all things but loſs in compariſon 
vith this, which ſhews how precious Chriſt was 


to him. Our future bleſſedneſs will conſiſt in 


being with him hre he is, and beholding his 


glory. 
The evangeliſt John, ſpeaking of the perſon of 


Chriſt, tells us, The Word was made fleſh, and 


dwelt among us. But what or whom does he mean 
by the word? That Word which was in the 


beginning, which was with God, which was 


God, by whom all things were made, and without 
whom was not any thing made that was made.“ 
Ihe Word was made fleſh by the aſſumption of 
luman nature, ſo as to be Immanuel, God with us. 
This was ſet forth in the divine prediction con- 
cerning his incarnation. * Unto us a child is born, 


unto 
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unto us a Son is given, and the government ſhall 
be upon his ſhoulder ; and his name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Counſellor, The Mighty God, The 
Everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 


Such is the dignity of Chriſt's perſon, that * he 


who hath ſeen him, hath ſeen the Father alſo.” 
He tells us in another place, that he is in the F. 
ther, and the Father in him; that is, in the unity 
of the ſame divine eſſence; for he and an 


are one. ö 


He only who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, 
was able to execute the buſineſs of our ſalvation, 
which required the exertion of unbounded wiſdom 
and almighty power. 

But it was neceſſary, in erer to the accom- 
pliſhment of the great work of our redemption, 


that he ſhould appear in our nature. For in bis 


divine nature, ſimply conſidered, he could not 


bear our fins, give his life a ranſom for our ſouls, | 


nor riſe again for our juſtification. Neither ws 
there that peculiar relation between his divine na- 
ture and ours, which could give us a ſpecial in- 
tereſt in what was done by him. Foraſmuch there- 
fore as the children were partakers of fleſh and 
blood, he himſelf likewiſe took part of the ſame. 
This alliance between him and us was needful, 


to entitle us to the benefits of his mediation. |: 
1 88 f wat 
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vas thus that he became our near kinſman, to whom 
helonged the right of redemption, and from whom 


led 4 

he one we could claim relief in our ruined condi- 
tion, On his becoming man, therefore, our de- 

be lrerance from miſery and deſtruction abſolutely 


depended, 

He, in infinite compaſſion and condeſcenſion, 
© anCti6ed a portion of our nature unto himſelf, and 
wok it to be his own, in a holy and myſterious 
ſubſiſtence in his own perſon. By ſo doing, he 
has exalted our nature above the whole creation. 
for the Father hath ſet the incarnate Saviour 
2 his own right hand, in the heavenly places, far 
W:bove all principalities, and powers, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but alſo in that which is to 
come, In this view, the Lord Jeſus ought to be, 
and really is, precious to them that believe. They 
ſee their own nature delivered from the loweſt de- 
gree of debaſement into which it was brought by 
in, and moſt gloriouſly and divinely exalted in 
tie perſon of their Redeemer. This conſideration 
affords conſolation and delight to their ſouls. He 
muſt ſurely be precious unto them, who has aſ- 
ſumed their very nature into a ſubſtantial union 
vith himſelf, ſo that all the fulneſs of the God- 
bead awells bodily, A” and nn in 


it. 


i 
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the divine nature. We behold. the glory of the 


out controverſy great is the myſtery. of godlineſs; 


- diſtreſſed conſcience find peace. The inſpired 


purchaſed the church with his own blood,” That 


999 — 

n. Never can we ſufficiently admire the depths of 

divine wiſdom, condeſcenſion and love diſplayed 
in this my ſtery of godlineſs. | 

In his incarnation, he becomes the repreſenta 

tive image of God to us, without whom our under. 

ſtandings cannot make any intimate approaches to 


Deity in the face of Jeſus Chriſt. With great pro. 
priety he is therefore ſaid to be“ the image of the 
inviſible God ;—the brightneſs of his\Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon.” 

The wonderful union of the divine and human 
natures in Chriſt, renders him an object of admin. 
tion and adoration both to angels and men. With. 


God was manifeſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the 
Spirit, ſeen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, 
believed on 1n the world, received up into glory.” 
In the perſon of Chriſt we behold the moſt wonder. 
ful and aſtoniſhing diſplay of divine wiſdom, grace 
and power. The whole myſtery of godlineſs 1s 
reſolved into this one article, that, God was mani- 
feſt in the fleſh. This is the foundation on 
which alone faith can reſt with ſecurity, and the 


apoſtle does not ſcruple to ſay, that God hath 


15, 
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is He did ſo who was both God and man in 
one perſon, His blood may well be of lufficiene 
eficacy to cleanſe us from all fin, and to purge. 


our conſciences from dead works. 


He is the ſovereign Lord of all. The whole uni- 
rerſe is under his government, and at his controul. 


[He doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in the armies of 
@ heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, | 


The mightieſt monarchs are but as worms beneath 
his feet. The thrones, principalities and powers 
of heaven are ſubject unto him. He is“ higher 
than the heavens,” with all their ſhiming hoſts. 
„Who,“ it is aſked, “ hath meaſured. the wa- 
ters in the hollow of his hand? Who hath meted 
out heaven with' a ſpan, and comprehended the 
luſt of the earth in a meaſure, and weighed the 
mountains in ſcales, and the hills in a balance?” 
According to the repreſentation of the enraptured 
prophet Iſaiah, who ſaw his glory, and ſpake ot 
him, it is even he who ſhall feed his flock like a 


F ſhepherd, who fhall gather the lambs with his arm, 


and carry them in his boſom. ** Behold, the na- 
lions.“ continues he, * are as the drop of a bucket, 
nd are counted as the ſmall duſt of the balance : 
behold, he taketh up the iſles, as a very little 


ning. All nations ens him are as nothing; ard 
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they are counted to him as leſs than nothing and 
vanity.“ | 
His knowledge is without bounds or limits; for 

he knoweth all things. His wiſdom is perfek; 
for he is the wiſdom of God. His power is ink. 
nite ; for he is the Almighty. His riches are in. 
menſe. To me who am leſs than the leaſt of all 
laints is this grace given, that I ſhould preach 
among the Genttles the unſearchable riches of 
Chriſt.” : | 

Whatever benefit or bleſſing we ſtand in need 
of, his grace is ſufficient, more than ſufficient to 
beſtow it. He is able to ſave ſinners to the utter. 
moſt. Being one with the divine Father, he 
knows, he wills, he performs the ſame things a | 
the Father doth. In his mediatorial capacity, he 
is the abſolute Lord of life and death. He is the 
Head over-all things to the church, and manages 
all providences and all ordinances as he pleaſes, 
for the church's good. The book of lite, and the 
keys of hell and death are in his hand. He exe. 
cutes his office with the greateſt fidelity, for the 
honour of the Father, and the ſalvation of men, 
What a ſafe, what a ſuitable object of faith is In. 
manuel! There is all the ground that we can deſire 
for the firmeſt confidence in him, and reliance 
upon him. . 


Being 
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and Being in the form of God, he thought it no rob- 

bery to be equal with God; he counted it no uſur- 
for WM pation to claim a Full N of nature withithe 
et; Father, ſince he and the Father are eſſentially one. 
ni. Hence all men ſhould honour the Sorreven as they 
im. W honour the Father. To him the following addreſs 
all Nis made, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ach erer.“ All the angels in heaven are commanded 
of WF to worſhip him, or to pay the fame adoration to 

him as to the Father. For there is no perfection 
red WM attributed to the Father, but the ſame is attributed 
to WF to the Son, in equal degree, and equal glory. As 
er. WM ach, he is infinitely worthy of all poſſible eſteem, 
he love and ſervice, both from men and angels. 

a WW He claims equality with the Father in his di- 
he vine operations. My Father worketh hitherto, 
he and I work.” His work and authority are the ſame 
cs with thoſe of the Father, in the preſervation and 
, government of all things. And hence the apoſtle 
he aſſures us, that 5 him, and through him, and to 
e. bim are all things.“ 

That the divine Redeemer is man cannot be 
doubted by thoſe who, with proper attention, read 
the hiſtory of his life upon earth. His hunger and 
thirſt, his labours and ſorrows, his ſtripes and 
wounds, his offering up ſtrong cries and tears, his 
pains and his death, fully prove his real manhood. 
O03 But 
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But when we contemplate him in his transfigura. 
tion on the holy mount, we behold his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of 
grace and truth, Then the Divinity, enſhrined 
within his manhood, communicated its radiance 
outwardly to his body, and even to his garment, 
His face did ſhine as the ſun, and his raiment vas 
white as the light.” He was clothed with m 

jeſty and honour ; he decked himſelf with light a 
with a garment.” 

When we contemplate the wonderful works 
which he performed, we ſee that he 1s the true 
God, and eternal life. The moſt | boiſterous ele. 
ments in nature ceaſe from raging, and compoſe 
themſelves into a perfect calm, when he gives the 


powerful command, Peace, be ſtill.” The mot 


foul and inveterate leproſy is perfectly removed, 
and that in a moment, when he ſays, * Be thou 
clean,” The body which had been four days in 
the ſlate of the dead, returns to life, and riſes from 
the tomb, when he ſays, Lazarus, come forth. 


| Diſeaſe and death, yea, the legions of darkneſs are 


, obedient to his omnipotent word, Surely this i 
"the Lord of nature; this is God manifeſt in the 
fleſh. This is he who ſays of himſelf, © I an 
Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the Laſt.” 
The nature which ſinned, according to the * 
N F 
4 
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of juſtice, was to ſuffer for ſin. The Word, or 


ura. 
the Jae Son of God was therefore made fleſh, that he 
1 of night, as he ſaid at his baptiſm, wi fulfil all righte- 
ict Wonuſneſs.” He was incarnate, that he might have 
nee omewhat to offer, more valuable and efficacious 
nts, man the fleſh of bulls and of goats. Sacrifice and 


ofering thou wouldeſt not, but a body haſt thou pre- 
pred me. In burnt offering and ſacrifices for ſin 
thou haſt had no pleaſure ; then ſaid I, Lo I come, 
inthe volume of the book it is written of me) to do 
ks WM thy will, O God.” And as Chriſt took manhood, 
rue WM that by it he might be capable of death, ſo, becauſe 
le. WWF manhood is the proper ſubje& of compaſſion and 
ole ſympathy, he, who without our nature could not 
the WY fuffer for the ſins of men on earth, doth now, by 
oft WF means of that nature, make interceſſion for ſinners, . 
od, end exerciſe dominion over all men, with a true, 
ou WM natural, and a ſenſible touch of pity. * 
in I muſt beg leave to refer the reader to the learned 
m Dr. Owen, and other able writers, who have given 
us at large the ſcripture doctrine concerning the 
perſon of Chriſt, My preſent deſign 1s only to 
contemplate the ſubje& in a curſory and devotional 
way. I freely own, that I am loſt when I medi- 
| tate on the glory of Immanuel. He formed the 
heavens by his word, and all the hoſt of them by 
; the 


„ Hooker's Eccles, Polity, v. 51. 
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the breath of his mouth. He filleth the whole uni. 
verſe with his immenſity. My faith aſcends to hin 
in the palace of his glory, ſurrounded with thouſand 
of thouſands, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand 
mighty angels, always ready to execute his will 
And did he become incarnate for us men, and for 
our ſalvation! 1 look down upon myſelf and ſay, i 
What am I? Lord, what is man, that thou 
ſhouldſt be thus mindful of him, and the ſon of 
man, that thou ſhouldſt ſo regard him! Iam but an 
atom, I am but duſt and aſhes, and all overſpreal 
with pollution and deformity. And can this atom, 
this duſt, this deformed maſs of impurity be the 
object of redeeming mercy! What motive could 
determine the Lord ot glory to become man for my 
Take, and to communicate himſelf in a manner ſo 
intimate, ſo endearing, to a creature fo mean and 
vile! The ſeraphim round his throne cover their 
faces with their wings, and cry one to another, 
Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of hoſts! The 
whole earth is full of his glory.” Struck witha 
ſenſe of his majeſty, how juſtly may I exclam | 
with the prophet, „% Woe is me! I am a man of 
unclean lips. May one of che ſeraphs come 
and touch my lips, with a live coal from his altar! 
There is an incomparable and tranſcendent ex- 


cellency in the perſon of Chriſt, in every reſpeti. 
He 
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uni. Wie is fairer than the children of men; he is alto- 
hin gether lovely. The excellencies which are found 
and Win any of his creatures are as nothing, when com- 


and N pzred with his excellency. Wiſdom in them is 


vill, bat a beam; but he is the glorious Sun of righte- 
for Wouſneſs, Goodneſs in them is but as the drop of 
ay, J bucket; but he is the fountain, the ocean of 
on goodneſs. Holineſs in them is but a glimmering 
ſpark, but he is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, 
and the expreſs image of his perſon. He is equal 


al WF in all glorious excellencies with the Father. His 
m, WF divine nature puts infinite dignity on his amazing 
he Wi condeſcenſion, gives eternal efficacy to the ſacri« 
d ce which he offered up to expiate our fins, and 
s che righteouſneſs he wrought out to n our 
0 Wi perſons. 


The righteouſneſs of a mere creature, however 
lighly exalted, could not have been accepted by 
tne Sovereign of the univerſe, as any compenſation 


bear the penalty of the law, and fulfil its precepts 


ged to obedience on his own account. Conſe- 
| quently, our Surety muſt be a divine perſon; for 


tons to perfect and perpetual obedience. And, as 
our lruation required, 1 the goſpel reveals, a Me- 
diator 


or our diſobedience. For whoever undertakes to 


in the room of others, muſt be one who is not obli- 


every mere creature is under indiſpenſable obliga- 
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diator and ſubſtitute thus exalted and glorious, 
For he is deſcribed as one who could, without 
arrogance, or the leaſt diſloyalty, claim independ. 


ence; claim full equality with the Father. Hence | 


it was by his own voluntary condeſcenſion that he 
became incarnate, and took upon him the form of 
a ſervant. And, by the ſame free act of his will, 
he was made under the law, to perform that obe. 
dience in our ſtead, to which, as a divine perſon, 
he was in no ſenſe obliged. 

The nature of our Redeemer's work, as Media 
tor, made it neceſſary that he ſhould be both God 


and man, in one perſon. Deity alone was too 


high to treat with man; humanity alone was too 
low to treat with God. The eternal Son, there. 
fore, aſſumed our nature, that he might become a 
middle-perſon, a Mediator between God and men, 
capable of * laying his hands upon both,” and of 


bringing ſinful man and his offended Maker intoa” 


ſtate of perfect friendſhip. He could not, in office, 


have been a Mediator, if he had not, in his natures, 


been a middle-perſon. * | ; 
The conſtitution of FO eee perſon 1s 


the effect of infinite wiſdom, almighty power, and 


unbounded love. It is here that the foundation is 


laid for our hope of everlaſting happineſs. There 


is 
* See Booth's Reign of Grace, Chap. xi. 
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us, J enough in this ſubject to excite aſtoniſhment, 
out I gratitude and joy through eternal ages. It is not 
nd. Winficient to ſay that it is myſterious; it is myſtery 
ice ilk; the myſtery of godlineſs; the wiſdom of 
he WCod in a myſtery. Yet the truth and certainty of 
of Wt are clearly revealed; and though it be a ſtone of 
l, Wiunbling, and a rock of offence to them who 
[fumble at the word, being diſobedient; yet to 
hoſe that believe, it is, and for ever will be pre- 


cious. 
Though the proof of our doctrine concerning 
the perſon of Chriſt is derived from the ſacred 
ſcriptures, yet the teſtimony of the firſt chriſtian 
[writers 18 not to be deſpiſed, becauſe it ſhews 
what their ſentiments were who lived neareſt the 
poltle's days, and how they underſtood the ſacred 
oacles, For the ſake of brevity, I ſhall only re- 
fer to one. 

Juſtin Martyr, whom we have mentioned be- 
bre, flouriſhed in the ſecond century. He was 
anative of Neapolis, a noted city of Paleſtine, in 
the province of Samara, anciently called Sichem. 
He was a Grecian by birth and religion. In his 
Gentile ſtate he was bewildered in the mazes of 
the vain philoſophy which was then taught, and 
ter many ſearches and reſearches concerning 
God and 6 full of darkneſs, full of 
anxiety, 
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anxiety, and as a benighted tis: not knoy. 
ing which way to take, 1t pleaſed the Almighty 
length to lead him into the path of truth and peace, 
He met with a ſimple, plain old man, who di. 
refted him to the ſacred ſcriptures. In examining 
theſe divine writings, his mind was illuminated, 
his wounded conſcience was relieved by the dif. 
covery of that remedy which God has provided 
for the recovery of ruined man, and he found rel} 

to his ſoul. | 
_ Having found the pearl of great price, he went, 
to uſe the words of our divine Redeemer, and 
ſold all that he had, and bought it. All the vain 
treaſures he had amaſſed together, from the writ. | 
ings of the Pythagoreans, Peripatetics, Stoics, and 
even from thoſe of his beloved Plato, he freely 
renounced, as uſeleſs incumbrances to his mind, 
and embraced that precious goſpel, the doctrine of 
Chriſt crucified, which was to the Jews a ſtum- 
bling block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. He 
did this, at the certain expence of every worldly 
comfort, and even of life itſelf ;, for he ſuffered 
martyrdom, and that with holy boldneſs and re- 
ſignation, in defence of the truth which he had 

fo heartily eſpouſed. 
Juſtin was at Rome, when the perſecution againk 
the chriſtians broke out afreſh, under the reign of 
| the 
, 


un 
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the emperor Antoninus Pius. Here he wrote his 


Apologies for the chriſtians, the firſt at leaſt, if not 


the ſecond. I am far from undertaking to vindt- 


cate every thing contained in theſe books,” which 


| ze valuable chiefly for their antiquity, and for the 


account they give us of the faith and practice of 


| chriſtians at this early period. The deſign of them 
Is to lay before the emperor, the ſenate, and the 


people, the injuſtice of their proceedings againſt 


the followers of Chriſt. He obſerves, that they 
were hunted after with all the art and diligence 


which malice could invent, and, when diſcovered, 


inhumanly dragged to the tribunal, where, againſt 
al the known rules of equity, they were con- 
demned, not for any crime, but ſimply on account 
of their religion. If a man did but own himſelf a 


chriſtian, he was, Without n trial, een to 


the worſt of deaths. 


In matters of doctrine, this writer ſometimes in- 


dulged his fancy too far, and endeavoured to ex- 


plain, by philoſophical reaſonings, thoſe my ſte- 
nous truths - which do not admit of any efforts of 
that kind, but ought to be received with humble 
implicity, on the authority of him who has revealed 
mem. But ſuch paſſages as the following are 1 
nluable, and deſerving of peculiar notice. 

There were of old, among the ers, certain pro- 
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phets of God, by whom the prophetic ſpirit made 
proclamation of things to come, long before they 
were in being. Theſe prophecies, juſt as they 
were delivered, were committed to writing by the 
prophets themſelves, in their own Hebrew mother. 
tongue, and the books put into the ny of the 
kings of 7udea. 

© Now, in theſe books of the prophets, we find 


- it foretold, that there was one to come into the 


world, who, being born of a virgin, and grown 
up to man's eſtate, ſhould cure every diſeaſe and 
malady in nature, and raiſe the dead; that this Jeſus, 
our Chriſt, ſhould be treated with ſpite and igno- 
miny ; ſhould be faſtened to a croſs and die; that 


he ſhould riſe again, and aſcend up to heaven; that 


he being truly the Son of God, ſhould be wor. 
ſhipped under that title; that he ſhould ſend out 
ſome to preach theſe tidings to every nation; and 
that the Gentiles ſhould be brought to believe in 
his name, in greater numbers than the Jews. 

12 4 FA prince of prophets, thus exprelsly 
ſignified, © The ſceptre ſhall not depart from 
Juda, nor a law-giver from between his feet, until 


Shiloh come, and unto. him ſhall the gathering of 


the people be; binding his foal unto the vine, and 
waſhing his garments in the blood of grapes.“ I. 
18 incumbent on you 2 Romans) to make diligent 

a 4 inquiry, 
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inquiry, how long the eus had a prince or ruler 
properly their own; and you will find that, after 
the coming of Shiloh, or Jefus Chriſt, our Maſter, 
you yourſelves reigned over the 7ews, and re- 
| duced their whole kingdom into a Roman province. 
* The © binding his foal unto the vine, and waſh- 
ing his garments in the blood of grapes,” was a 
fgnificant ſymbol of what Chriſt was to do and ſuf- 
fer; for there ſtood the foal of an aſs tied to a 
vine, at the entrance of a certain village, which 
he ordered his diſciples to go and bring him; upon 
this beaſt he rode into Zeru/alem, where the ſtately 
temple of the Jews then was, which you ſince 
| have raſed to the ground. To fulfil the ſequel of 
the prophecy, he was afterwards crucified. ” For 
* waſhing his garments in the blood of grapes,“ 
prefigured the paſſion he was to undergo, purifying 
by his blood ſuch as ſhould believe in him. For 
by what the divine Spirit calls his garments, are ſig- 
nified the faithful, in whom the Logos, we aka 

| of God dwells. 
I [aiah, another prophet, ces the ſame 
things, but in other words; * There ſhall come a 
lar out of Zacob, and a rod ſhall come forth out of 
the root of 'Zeſſe, and to it ſhall the Gentiles ſeek.” 
This ſhining ſtar out of Jacob, this rod out of the 
root of * Ve, is Chriſt ; who was conceived by the 
P 2 | power 


= o _ 
COND TIEN DER ©; D. TY = =_ - 
EE OTE „ 


22 


l SEE be 
F 


ORE 
op 5 


9 


2 4 64 
3 


— —— — 
n 
1 


wed 


= = = Fo - : 
ED] TAE e 
Es abs SAO 08 R 
C 


I. 1 
1 


—— ——— . 22 * 


e eee ON EO 


CO” ND "ISIS ne 


174 CURIST PRECIOUS | 
q,, ＋ , - ee 


power of God, and born of a virgin, of the ſeed of 
Jacob, and Fe, according to this oracle, was 
reckoned among his anceſtors; but he was the ſon 
of Jacob and Judah in a lineal ſucceſſion. Con. 
cerning Chriſt's being born of a virgin, hear the 
expreſs words of the fame prophet ;. © Behold, a 
virgin ſhall conceive, and bear a Son, and ſhall 


call his name Immanuel, that is, God with us, 


Such things as were, in the opinions of men, in. 
credible, God, by the prophetic Spirit, ſoretold 
ſhould come to paſs. The mother of Jeſus con- 
ceived in the pure ſtate of virginity. The angel of 
God, which was ſent to her, delivered his meſſage 
m theſe words; Behold, thou ſhalt, conceive in 
thy womb by the Holy Ghoſt, and bring forth a 
Son; and he ſhall be called the Son of the Higheſt; 
and thou ſhalt call his name Jeſus, for he {hall fave 
his people from their ſins.“ So the e | 
whom we believe, have taught us. 

* David, another prophet, ſays, * They 1 


my hands and my feet, and upon my veſture did 


they caſt lots. David, who ſpake this, ſuffered 
nothing like it. But the hands of Jeſus Chriſt 
were pierced, and extended upon a croſs, while 
the 7ews reviled him, and denied him to be the 
Meſſiah. When they had crucified him, they parted 


his garments, and caſt lots upon his veſture; tor the 


truth 


* 
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truth of which you may ſatisfy yourſelves from the 
as of Pontius Pilate. 5 

Alter the citation of many other prophecies con- 
cerning Jeſus Chriſt, the apologiſt adds, What. 
motive could ever poſſibly have perſuaded us to 
believe a crucified man to be the firſt begotten of 
the eternal God, and that he ſhould come to be the 


Judge of all the world, had we not met with thoſe 


prophetic teſtimonies of him, proclaimed fo long 
before his incarnation ? Were we not eye-witnefles 
o the fulfilling of them? Did we not ſee the deſo- 
lation of Fudea, and men out of all nations proſe. 
ted to the faith by his apoſtles, renouncing the 
ancient errors in which they were brought up? Did 
ve not find the prophecies made good in ourſelves, 


and ſee chriſtians in greater number, and of greater 
lncerity from among the Gentiles, than from an 


tie Zews and Samaritans! 9 


It may be obſerved in general, that though this 


writer appears to be ſomewhat bewildered and ob- 


ſcure, eſpecially when he attempts to explain to 


tie heathens the ſonſhip of Chriſt, yet he bears 
us teſtimony to the dignity of his perſon again and 
gain. Thus when he quotes that paſſage. * No 
man knoweth the Son but. the Father, neither 
knoweth any man the Father ſave the Son, and he 
to whomſoeyer the Son will reveal him,” he adds, 
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Chriſt himſelf accuſed the unbelieving 7ews of 
being ignorant concerning both the Father and the 
Son ; for they who affirm the Son to be the Father, 
18006 not the Father, neither do they know the 
Son, who being the Logos, and firſt- begotten of 
God, 1s alfo God (2: P05 vnzpye.) 

He addreſſes the emperor and the ſenate with 


176 


great boldneſs, and ſays, I could with you to take 


this into ferious conſideration, that what we ſay is 
for your own good. For it is in our power, at any 
time, to eſcape your torments, by deny ing the faith 
when you queſtion us about it; but we ſcorn to 
purchaſe life at the expence of alie. | For our ſouls 
are winged with deſire of a life of eternal duration 


and purity, of an immediate converſe with God, 


the Maker of all things. We long to finiſh our 


_ courſe of faith, being fully perſuaded that we ſhall 
arrive at that bliſsful ſtate. When you hear us ex- 


preſs our expettation of a kingdom, you raſhly 
conclude, it muſt be a kingdom on earth, notwith- 
landing” all we can ſay to the contrary. We pro- 
feſs ourſelves chriſtians upon examination, when 
we know death to be the certain conſequence of 


ſuch a profeſſion. But were our thoughts fixed 


upon a kingdom in this world, we ſhould ſurely 


deny our religion for the preſervation of our lives, 
and oe recourſe to all the methods of conceal- 


ment, 


7 
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nent, in order that we might enjoy the object of 
ot wiſhes. But ſince our hopes do not fix on 
ings preſent, the preſervation of our lives is not 
ſo weighty a concern with us. We know that all 
nuſt die, and our murderers can but cut us ſhort a 


{ew days, of what might rationally de nn * 


be the period of our exiſtence here. 
He concludes thus; So far as theſe things mall 
appear agreeable to truth and reaſon, ſo far we deſire 


| you to regard them: if they ſeem trifling, regard 


them as trifles. However, do not proceed againft 
the profeſſors of them, who are a people of the 
molt inoffenſive lives, as ſeverely as you would 
xainſt your profeſſed enemies. For I muſt tell 
you, that if you perſiſt in this courſe of iniquity, 
you cannot 'efcape the vengeance of God in the 
other world. But be that as it may, you ſhall 
hear us contentedly cry out. The. an e Go be 
done ['* eſto > 36143 074-9790] 19 Wl 
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hearts of them that believe. He is called by a va. 
bey of names, to ſet forth chat variety of excel- 
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' miniſter peace to the diſtracted boſom, healing to 


- ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins 
love thee.”*- As ointment and perfume rejoice the 
2419 11.31 | heart, 


I am fully perſuaded, in my own mind, that the 
r 
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lencies which meet in him. The prophet gives u 
a pleaſing catalogue of ſome of thoſe in one verſe: 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoul. 
der! and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful, 
Counſellor, The mighty God, The everlaſting Fa. 
ther, The Prince of Peace.“ Every one of theſe 
names is inſtructive, ſignificant, and expreſſive of 
what he is in himſelf, and what he is to us, wretched 
ſinners, who are enriched by his benefits. They 
may well therefore be precious to us. They ad. 


the broken heart, and conſolation to the deſponding 
mind. Fo OS K 

. Some have been at the pains to reckon up 
above one hundred and fifty different names, by 
which the divine Saviour is called in the Old and 
New Teſtaments. It may ſuffice us to ſingle out a 
few of theſe. In that divine paſtoral, the Song oi 
Solomon, where many of the amiable appearances 
in nature are employed to ſet forth his love, the 
excellency of his perſon, and the happineſs ol 
thoſe who have communion with him, we have 


the following beautiful paſſage, Thy name is 2 


Song 
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prod oo 44 | | 
heart, ſo thoſe titles given to our Redeemer, which 
xe peculiarly expreſſive of his work, his grace, or 
lis glory, afford pleaſure and edification to thoſe 
| who 


' W617 of Soloman is a part of that ſcripture which was 
Fa. given by 1 of God. There never was any 
heſe Ncontroverſy about its authenticity among the Tes, 
Jo whom were committed the oracles of God, They 
e of fy in their Miſnah, All the ſcriptures are holy, but the 
hed WW dong of Songs ws the holy of holies. Chriſtians of all 
wes, a few only. excepted, have always eſteemed it 
acred and venerable. Ancient Councils included it 
ad. in their catalogues of the canonical books of ſcrip- 
ture, and ſome of the firſt chriſtian writers publiſhed 
comments upon it, as Euſebius informs us. {4 
ing t agrees with other parts of the ſacred. writingss 
The forty-fifth pſalm, which was written by David, 
Solomon's father, is exactly in the ſame ftrain with this 
0? ong, and bears a ſtriking reſemblance of it, both as 
by No its ſubject, and its ſtyle or manner. In many of 
n our Lord's diſcourſes, as recorded by the Evangeliſts, 
there are manifeſt alluſions to this book. -A few in- 
a lances ſhall ſuffice: ee of ts 
of Draw me, we will run after thee, No man can 
come to me except the Father draw him,——Awake, 
es WO north wind, and come thou ſouth, and blow upon 
ne ny garden. —The wind bloweth where it liſteth. 
Peaſant fruits, new and old, which I have laid up 
br thee.— Bring forth out of his treaſure things new - 
ve ad old. He let out the vineyard unto keepers.— 
as ke planted a vineyard, and let it out to huſbandmen. 
——1 ſleep, but my heart waketh.— The ten virgins 
u lumbered and ſlept. So when our Lord calls him- 
he elf the Bridegroom, and his diſciples the children 
Jof the bride-chamber, he adopts the ſame figures which 
ac uſed throughout that book., -, | + | TH 
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who are deſirous of giving their choiceſt affection 


— — — N 4 


Make haſte, my Beloved. —Behold, I come quickly:| 


note from Dr. Owen: ſpeaking of communion with 


Ghoſt therein, It is a gracious record of the divine 


municate unto him an experience of their power. But 


book itſelf is much neglected, if not defpiſed. Yea, to 


laſt days, who ſhould walk offer their own ungodly 
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to him. 
1 


That John, in his book of Revelation, refers tg 
the Song of Solomon, ſeems undeniable, when he ſpeaks 
of the marriage of the Lamb, of the Lamb's wife, and 
of the joyful folemnity of the marriage-ſupper, The 
glorious perſon of Chriſt is repreſented by both writer 
by figures which have a near reſemblance to one ano. 
ther. John deſcribes the drowſy ſtate of the church, 
and Chriſt ſtanding at the door and knocking, ju 
as Solomon had done before him. The two books in 
queſtion are both concluded in the ſame manner.— 


Amen, even ſo come, Lord Jeſus. 
I hope the reader will excufe me, if I add a ſhort 


Chrift, he fays, As this is intimated in many place; 
of {cripture, ſo there is one entire book defigned to 
ſet it forth. This is the divine Song of Solomon, who 
was a type of : Chriſt, and a penman of the Holy 


communications of Chriſt in love and grace unto his 
church, with her returns of love to him, and delight 
in him. And then may a man judge himſelf to have 
fomewhat profited, in the experience of the myſtery 
of a bleffed intercourſe and communion with Chriſt, 
when the expreſſions of them, in that holy dialogue; 
give light and life to his mind, and efficaciouſly com- 


becauſe theſe things are little underſtood by many, the 
ſuch impudence have ſome arrived, in foaming out 
their own ſhame, as that they have ridiculed the exprel- 


fions of it; but we are foretold of ſuch mockers in the 


lujts; they are not of our preſent confideration.' 
* Glory of Chriſt, Page 105 
5 
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1. The name I Ess, which ſignifies a Saviour, 
and was given to him becauſe he ſaves his people 
from their ſins, is a name very dear to thoſe that 
believe. They have ſeen the exceeding ſinfulneſs 


tions 


I, 


ers to 

peaks ol fin, and beheld themſelves in a periſhing condi-- 
11 ton becauſe of it; as ſuch, the news of a Saviour 
riters ic to them as life from the dead. That intelligence 
ano. 


of his name and ſalvation, which the goſpel brings. 
to their ears, is like the breaking and pouring forth | 
wy of a box of precious ointment, removing that ſad- 
ly: es and ſorrow-of heart, which are occaſioned by 
15 alight and ſenſe of their own ſin and miſery. 
vith Biſhop Pear/on ſeems. to have ſet the etymology. 
* of the name Ze/us in the cleareſt light, by obſerv- 
who ing that JaH, one of the incommunicable names of, 
oh God, enters into the compoſition of the Hebrew 
11 name 7choſuah, to which Jeſus anſwers, * | This 
gut N deri vation moſt plainly ſhews, how Chriſt's being 
ah called Jeſus was, as the ſacred hiſtorian ſuggeſts, 
if, in eſſect, an accompliſhment of. the prophecy, that 
ue, WY ic ſhould be called Immanuel. . Thou ſhalt.call, 
zu li vame Jeſus. This was done that it might be 
the E ulilled which was ſpoken of the Lord by the pro- 
* piet, ſaying, They ſhall, call his name, Fame! a | 
rel. which, being interpreted, is, God with us. Ib is = 
40 mimated here, * the name 7 Ne 15, in F =_ 
| 8 1101. tion, 1 
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tion, equivalent to that of Inmanuel, or God in 
our nature. He muſt be man as well as God, and 


God as well as man; otherwiſe he could not be the! 
Saviour of ruined ſinners. But being both in one 


perſon, he was capable of ſuffering what was ne. 
ceſſary to be ſuffered, and of performing what was 
needful to be performed, in order to accompliſh 
the great e c 

The reaſon given by he bers meſſenger, 
why he muſt be called Jeſus, ſerves to Tet forth the 
ſignification of the name, For he ſhall ſave his 
people from their ſins.“ To ſave them 18, on the 
one hand, to reſcue them from evils which it is not 


in the power of language to deſcribe; and, on the 


other, to confer upon them an infinite good. 
Some of the grandeſt titles of tlie Almighty are 


joined, in the Old Teſtament, with this term g. 
MOour. ho I, even I, am Fehovah, and beſides me 


there is no Saviour, —T am Zehovah, there is no 
God elſe beſides me; a juſt God, and a Saviour; 
there is none beſides me.—Tam the Lord thy God, 
the Holy One of- Iſrael, thy Saviour. — All fleh 
ſhall know that I the Lord am thy Saviour, and 
thy Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob. — 0 the 
Hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereof! Of ſuch 2 
Saviour we wretched ſinners ſtood in need, and 
ſuch a Saviour Jeſus is, as appears from the united 
teſtimony of the inſpired writers, 1 
o 
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3 
| How full of comfort then muſt this precious 
name be, to every believing ſoul! Jeſus, the 
Griour, God with us, the Son of God in our na- 
ture, full of tenderneſs, unbounded in love, al- 
mighty in power, able to offer up a ſacrifice for 
dur fins of infinite value, able to conquer all ene- 
mies, to overcome all oppolition, to beſtow every 
laing bleſſing upon us, and to fulfil in us all the 
pod pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work of 
ith with power. The bleſſedneſs derived from 
tim is immenſe and everlaſting. All that 1s 
experienced of it in this world is but an earneſt of 
what is reſerved for that which is to come. Well 
[may every chriſtian ſay, My foul doth magnify 
he Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my 
dariour! He has a name above every name, that 
the name of JEsUs every knee ſhould bow, 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.“ 


Jeſus! I love thy charming name, 
'Tis muſic to mine ear; 

Fain would I ſound it out ſo loud 
That earth and heav'n ſhould hear, 


Yes, thou art precious to my ſoul, 
My tranſport and my truſt : 

Jewels to thee are gaudy toys, 

And gold is ſordid duſt, „ 
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All my capacious pow'rs can wiſh, 
In thee doth richly meet; 

Not to mine eyes is light ſo dear, 
Nor friendſhip half ſo ſweet. 


Thy name ſtill dwells upon my heart, 
And ſheds its fragrance there ; 
The nobleſt balm of all its wounds, 
The cordial of its care. 


I'll ſpeak the honours of thy name 
With my expiring breath; 

Then ſpeechlefs claſp thee in my arms, 
And thus be bleſt in Geath. 


4 
2. He is called MEssS1An, and in that charafter 


is alſo precious to believers, With a lively faith 


they behold in him the exact accompliſhment of 
the various prophecies of the Old Teſtament con- 


cerning the Redeemer of mankind. The ſeed of 


Abraham and of David born of a virgin, poor 
and obſcure, and yet one whom David called his 
Lord; a great king, an everlaſting prieſt, though 
not of the tribe of Levi; born at Bethlchem; a 
prophet like unto Mo/es, but greater than he. 
They behold him as one who ſhould preach good 
tidings to the meek and the poor; as one who 
ſhould proclaim liberty to the captives, ſhould com- 


fort the mourners, and heal the broken in heart; 
5 Who 
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ded 8 460 
rho ſhould publiſh his goſpel firſt in the land of Ze- 
bulon and Naphtabk, in Galilee of the Gentiles, and 
then throughout the coaſts of Z/rae/; who ſhould 
have a forerunner in the ſpirit and with the power 
of Eli jak, crying in the wilderneſs, Prepare ye 
| the way of the Lord, make his paths ſtraight. 
They fee from the prophets, that the Meſſiah 
was to be one who ſhould come unto the daughter 
of Zion, meek, lowly, and riding upon an aſs's 
colt; who ſhould work miracles more than Mofes 
and all the ancient prophets, miracles of a mild, 
merciful, and beneficent kind ; who ſhould open 
the eyes of the blind, unſtop the ears of the deat, 
make the tongue of the dumb to 8 and the . 
man to leap as an hart. 

They perceive that the Meſſiah was to be one 
who, notwithſtanding all the diſplays of his power 
and goodneſs, ſhould be rejected by the greater part 
of the Jews, to whom he ſhould be a ſtumbling- 
block, and a rock of offence. They ſee that he 
vas to be one who ſhould be deſpiſed and afflicted, 
a man of ſorrows, and cut off from the land of the 
WT living; who ſhould have numerous enemies, that 
| WF vould hate him without a cauſe. They ſee that 
ole was to be accuſed by falſe witneſſes, betrayed 

by a pretended friend, ſold for thirty pieces of 
. liver, which money ſhould be given for a potter's 
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field, after it had been thrown away by the perf. 


ſit at the right hand of the Father, be crowned with 
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dious traitor, who ſhould come to a miſerable end. 
They ſee that the enemies of the Meſſiah ſhould 
uſe him in a very barbarous and ſhametul manner; 


that they ſhould buffet him, and ſpit in his face; 


that he ſhould be led like a lamb to the flaughter, 
not opening his mouth, ſave only to intercede fo 
theſe tranſgrefſors; they ſhould ſtrip him of hi 
raiment, dividing it among themſelves by lot; they 

ſhould ſurround him like furious bulls, pierce his 
hands and his feet, mock him in the midſt of his 
agonies, ſhaking their heads at him, and giving 
him gall and vinegar to drink; that he ſhould be | 
reduced to ſuch a ſtate by his ſufferings, that his 
heart ſhould melt within him like wax, his bones be 


diſlocated, and his tongue cleave to the roof of his 


mouth ; that his hands and his feet ſhould be 
pierced, and yet not one of his bones broken ; that 
in his expiring agonies he ſhould cry, My God, | 
my God, why haſt thou forſaken me?“ They lee 
that he ſhould be numbered with tranſgreſſors, and 
after he had been put to a ſhameful death, be 
laid in the ſepulchre of a rich man, whence he 
ſhould riſe again the third day, before he had ſeen 
corruption ; that he ſhould aſcend up to heaven, 


glory 


Ta 


* 
glory and hbnour, ſee his ſeed, the happy fruits of 
the travail of his ſoul, and be ſatisfied. * 

While all theſe, and many other prophecies are 
ſound to have their exatt accompliſhment in Jeſus 
Chriſt, even as face anſwereth to face in a glaſs, 
he certainly ought to be endeared to our hearts. 
We ſhould ſay, with the enraptured Nathaniel, 
that 1/raelite indeed, We have found the Meſfiah, 
of whom Moſes in the law, and the prophets did 
write, even Jeſus of Nazareth ;** he is indeed the 
rery Chriſt, the anointed of God, and the Author 
of eternal ſalvation. 

g. He is called, The Prince of Peace. 

Sin had put an end to all friendly intercourſe 
between man and his Maker, but Jeſus under- 


took to make up the breach. Let others dream 


of reconciliation with God, on the ground of abſo- 
lute mercy, without ſatis faction for ſin; I can form 
no idea of ſuch a reconciliation, as there is a total ſi- 
lence about it in the ſcriptures of truth. Thy mercy, 
0 my God, is never exerciſed to the prejudice of 
thy awful juſtice, The ſeverity of thy juſtice is 
not loſt in the freeneſs of thy mercy, nor the free- 
neſs of thy mercy in the ſtrictneſs of thy juſtice. 
It is daring inſolence in any ſinful creature, to 
A8 imagine 
* See. Dr. Jortin's Remarks on Eccleſ. Hiſtory, 
Vol, 1, page 112. 
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2 eee | 
imagine he can have peace with thee in a way dif. 
honourable to truth and righteouſneſs. 

We have violated that holy law, by which thou 
doſt govern the world. The penalty muſt fall on 


the delinquent, if an interpoſing Mediator does not 


make up the breach. But thy own eternal Son, in 
order to make peace, has brought a price in hi 
hand, a price adequate to the Wrong done to thee, 
O my God, and to the offence committed againk 
thee. A price, which was ſufficient to ſtop the 
courſe of thy awful juſtice, ſufficient to accompliſh 
the wonderful deſign, that thou mighteſt be abun. 
dantly ſatisfied, and well pleaſed with thoſe who 
once were enemies, Thy wrath is laid aſide; he 
that was a rebel and a traitor, being once ſubdued, 
is received into the boſom of thy favour, and en- 
joys that friendſhip with God, which ſhall abide 
for ever. The virtue of my Redeemer's ſacrifice 
is ſuch, that it reaches back to the firſt Adam, and 
forward to the end of the world, and will be as eff. 
cacious then as it was the firſt moment it was ol. 


tered. ; 


« Bleſſed Jeſus, Prince of Peace, there 1s none 


but thyſelf to ſcreen my guilty ſoul from divine 
diſpleaſure. How precious art thou to me, hen! 
conſider, what a fearful thing it is to fall into the 


hands of the living God! Who can dwell with 
| . ” de- 


- 
Fg 


TO THOSE THAT BELIEVE. 189 


pred ooo» 
lexouring fire? Who can endure everlaſting burn. 
ings? Yet theſe muſt have been my portion, if 
thou hadſt not eſpouſed my cauſe. And theſe will 
be the portion of all thoſe who reject thy mediation. 
Were there any other expedient, ſomewhat might 
be ſaid to excuſe their folly. But this is the laſt, 
the ſovereign, the only remedy. 

And may this remedy be ever dear to my heart! ! 
Dearer than the light which ſalutes my eyes; dearer 
than the food which ſupports my life; yea, dearer 
than life itſelf, To thee, bleſſed Saviour, my ever- 
fling thanks are due, for thy kind interpoſition 
in my favour, to make peace by the blood of the 
croſs, Without this, I could never have had ac- 
cels to the Father; I could never have enjoyed 
communion with God here, nor the pleaſing hope 
of being admitted into his preſence hereafter. But 
anew and living way is now opened. Through 
the Prince of peace, I have boldneſs and acceſs 
with confidence, And the bleſſing of reconcilia- 
ton is permanent as well as great. Jeſus ever- 
aſtingly maintains that peace which he hath once 
procured. It is a laſting bieſbog, ſince he hath ob- 
taned eternal redemption for us.“ | 

4. He is called © The Lord of glory.” 80 the 
2poltle Paul, in his former epiſtle to the Corenthi- 
ans, ſpeaks of him: Which none of the princes 
| of 
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1e... 
of this world knew ; for had they known him, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.” Hi; 
perſon is glorious. His works are glorious, The 
liberty he grants to thoſe who had been the cap. 
tives of ſin and Satan, is a glorious liberty. The 
goſpel which reveals him is a glorious goſpel. The 
church, his myſtical body, 1s a glorious church; 
| ſuch indeed it will be, when he preſents it to him. 
jelf, without ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing, 
His kingdom is a glorious kingdom, and his throne 
18 the throne of glory. 

His eſſential glory, as God, and one with the 
Father, is not only unſpeakable, but inconceivable, f 
His honour, his name, his eſſential properties and 
perfections, his nature, and his will are the ſame 
with thoſe of the Father. Of this he aſſures us, 
when he ys 2 2 _— that we Father hath 
are mine. 

The glory which vides to him as mediator, 
and head of the church, is exceedingly great. Of 
this the apoſtle ſpeaks, when he tells us, that © God 
hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name; that at the name of 
Jeſus every knee ſhould bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Jeſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 


$ 
* 
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ey As he is the Lord of glory, he has that at his 
10 liſpoſal, and will beſtow it on his followers. Thus, 
he Wl when addreſſing his divine Father, he ſaid, © The 
p. W gory which thou gaveſt me, I have given them.” 
he MW He will therefore appoint unto them a kingdom, as 
ne che Father hath appointed unto him. They know 
\: WW that when he ſhall appear, they muſt alſo appear 
n. WT vith him in glory. Their ſouls ſhall be filled and 
. adorned with glory, and even their vile bodies 
je ball be faſhioned like unto his glorious body, ac- 


cording to the working whereby he is able to ſub- 
due all things unto himſelf. 


courſe which is carried on between a glorious Re- 
deemer in heaven, and his ſaints on earth. Let us 
ſuppoſe the true chriſtian, in his retired moments, 
1 addreſſing God in ſome ſuch manner as the follow- 


| ing: 


Thou, O God, art unchangeable i in thy nature, 


glorious in thine eſſence, wonderful in thy perfec- 
tons, wiſe in thy counſels, and holy in all thy 
works. It is my greateſt good, and higheſt happi- 


neſs to enjoy thy favour, and to behold the glory 


of thy countenance, Permit me to ſay, with thy 
| ſer- 


His name, as the Lord of glory, is precious, to. 
them that believe, They deſire to have daily more 
and more acquaintance with him, and to grow in 
the ſweet and powerful experience of that inter- 
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\forvant Moſes, „ beſeech thee, ſhew me thy 
glory.“ I only requeſt ſuch a view of it in thi 
world, as 1s proper for a mortal creature, in the 
midſt of the frailty and imperfection which are in. 
ſeparable from the preſent ſtate. Shew me the 
glory of thy wiſdom, thy holineſs, thy power, thy 


grace, and thy mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, This will 


give me a diſtaſte for the gaudy vanities of the pre. 
ſent world. I ſhall then look with indifference on all 
that after which the covetous are eagerly panting, 


I ſhall pity the ambitious, in their reſtleſs ſolicitude | 


to make themſelves great, and to obtain the venera- 
tion of their fellow. creatures, whoſe breath is in 
their noftrils. Thy divine beauty and infinite love. 
linefs, as diſplayed in the glorious Mediator, will 
captivate my deſires, inflame my love, and excite 
my joy and delight. 

A more intimate view of thy holiieſs will im- 
bitter every fin, and lead me, in deepeſt humilia- 
tion, to abhor myſelf, and repent as in duſt and 
aſhes. Give me ſuch a ſenſe of thy majeſly, 2 
may diſpoſe my heart to reverence thee ſupremely, 
Aﬀord me ſuch diſcoveries of thy omnipotence, 
thy love, and thy goodneſs, as may ſupport my 
fainting heart under the toils of this warfare, and all 
the afflictions attending the ſtate of mortality; that 


l may endure them all as“ ſeeing him who is invi- 
ſible.” 


4 
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by W ble,” Let the impreſſions which thy: adorable 
is WM perlections make upon me be deep and powerful, 


he o as to transform my foul into thy own amiable and 
a. WM holy likeneſs. Thus by beholding the glory of the 
he Lord, may I be changed into the ſame image, from 
„ Wl glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Il «It is habitual, and not tranſient communion _ 
e ih Jeſus, the Lord of glory, that will ſatisfy my 
1 WW tefires, and produce thoſe happy effects which I 
„kek, of nearer conformity to him, in knowledge, 


righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Let me hold daily 
converſe with him, and intenſely contemplate his 


to advance in wiſdom, how much more will com- 
nunion with Chriſt promote that noble end! How 
nuſt it tend to refine the underſtanding, re&ify 
he ſoul, and purify the heart! Grant me, O thou 
Author of all good, by frequent converſe with thee, 
to have my affections ſpiritualized, that I may look 
with indifference on all other objects, and have my 
converſation: in heaven, In fellowſhip with thee 
| ſhall find a ſource of delights, infinitely ſuperior 
toany thing this world can afford; For thy loving. 
kindneſs is better than life itſelf. Thou art the in- 
exhauſtible treaſury of uncreated bleſſedneſs. O 


Lord God of hoſts, bleſſed' 18 the: man that truſteth 
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of my own unſpeakable weakneſs, and would ever 
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5 He is called STRENGTH. The Lord Je: 


| hovah is my Strength, and my Song; he alſo i 


become my Salvation.” It is he that giveth ſtrength 
and power to his people. In him they have not 
only righteouſneſs, but ſtrength. He is precious 


to the believer under this conſideration, who iz 


emboldened to ſay, with the apoſtle Paul, © I can 
do all things through Chriſt, who ſtrengtheneth 


me. 


God has formed all his works, both in nature 


and grace, ſo as perpetually to need his ſupporting 
hand. By ſo doing, he has laid us under a happy 
neceſſity of being dependent on him. I am a weak 
and therefore muſt be a dependent creature. I have 
to ſtrive againſt numerous enemies, ſtronger than 
myſelf, and cannot ſtand my ground without | 
ſtrength from above. When a city is conquered 
by a mighty prince, ſome yield to the victor, and 
eſpouſe his cauſe; but others will be forming de- 


4 ſigns to caſt off the yoke. There is a neceſſity for 


the ſame power to keep it, as was at firſt exerted 
in ſubduing it. Such is the ſtate of my ſoul. It 
relieves me to think, that my precious Saviour 
knows my need, and has promiſed to give ſtrength 
according to the day. Strengthen, O Lord, that 


which thou haſt wrought! 
I would humble myſelf under a ish 


be 
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be ſenſible, that danger is nigh ; but I would, at the 
{me time, rejoice in the happy neceſſity I am under 
of being conſtantly dependent on him, who is mighty 
fave. 5 | 

Lord, thou haſt taught me, by daily expe- 
rience, that I ſtand in need of thy ſupporting power 
on all occaſions. May thy everlaſting arm be un- 
E icrneath me, and thy ſtrength be made perfect in 
my weaknels. Renouncing all confidence in the 
fleſh, may I, by a lively faith, be ſtrong in the 
grace which is in thee, | 

J am not ſufficient of myſelf even to think any 
thing properly and ſpiritually, much leſs am I 
able to perform any holy purpoſe, in a right and ac- 
ceptable manner. It is the Lord who giveth 
ſtrength both to will and to do of his good pleaſure. 
Having formed the ſoul for heavenly motion, and 
regulated the ſprings of attion, his preſence and 
agency are ſtill continually neceſſary to bring it 
forward in the way of holineſs, He is the author, 
tie promoter, and the finiſher of all good. When 
to will is preſent with me, yet how to perform that 
which is good I find not, but as Chriſt ſtrengthen- 
eh me. If I attempt to engage in any ſpiritual 
| exerciſe, I no longer keep cloſe to it than his al- 
| mighty hand upholds me, and leads me on. If I 
vould pray, I know not what to pray for as 1 
ought, unleſs his Spirit help my infirmity. If I 

„ = would 


would hear the IO] I need the ſame divine hand 
bear. In the whole of my chriſtian courſe I find 


Without me, (or ſeparate from me) ye can do 
nothing.“ 


Simeon waited for the conſolation of 1/racl. He 


Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh. A com. 


tidings it brings are glad tidings. 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom, they have nov 


the hope of glory. 


1.96 CHRIST PRECIOUS. 
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to open my heart, that I may profit by what 1 


the words of my precious Redeemer verified, 


6. He is called © The 8 of Iſrael.“ 


is not only a comforter, but comfort itſelf. Other 
comforts, when compared with him, ſcarcely de. 
ſerve the name. True believers rejoice in Chriſt 


mand 1s given them to rejoice in him always. The 
goſpel which reveals him is a joyful ſound, the 


Jeſus may well be called the Conſolation of his 
people, as he ſaves them from everlaſting miſery, 
relieves them under preſent troubles, and advances 
them to the regions of eternal joy and felicity. 
All the confolation they have in this world is de- 
rived from him. If they joy in God, it is through 


received the atonement. If they glory, it is in his 
croſs. If they are of good chear, it is becauſe he 
has forgiven their ſins. If they rejoice in hope of 
che glory of God, it is becauſe Chriſt is in them, 


Hence 
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Hence we hear them that believe expreſſing 
themſelves in ſuch language as this, My ſout 
doth magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour. TI will greatly rejoice in the 


Lord, my foul ſhall be joyful in my God; tor he 


hath clothed me with the garmems of ſalvation, he 
hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, 
33 a bridegroom decketh himſelf with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorneth herſelf with Jewels.” | 

Chriſt is to his people every thing they can need, 
every thing they can enjoy. Happy they who can 
caim intereſt in him who is all and in all to 
them that love him. If they renounce _ the 


pleaſures of (in, wy have joys infinitely beyond 


them. 
Reader, you, like hs reſt of your fellow-crea- 
tures, are 1n queſt of happineſs ; but, permit me to 


W ik, Where do you ſeek it? Do you ſeek it in the 


wealth of this world > That is but a ſplendid in- 
cumbrance. Do you ſeek it in the honour which 
cometh from men? That is but a puff of noiſy 


breath, a glittering bubble, which breaks almoſt 


as ſoon as it is formed, Do you ſeek happineſs in 


the pleaſures of fin? They are but for a ſeaſon; 


they leave a ſting behind, and end in miſery and 


torment, Nay, even while you are in purſuit of 
*. you will find, that, like the briny waters of 
R 2 | the 
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ne 
the ocean to a thirſty palate, they irritate rather than 
ſatisfy. Do you ſeek to get rid of diſquieting 
thoughts in gay and jovial company? Alas! this is 
only a temporary opiate, not a laſting cure. And 
it is well if, like an opiate when its power is 
ſpent, it does not leave the ſpirits diſordered, 
flattened and ſunk. 

Learn to look for peace and happineſs in him 
who is the Conſolation of Iſrael ; in the diſcoveries 
of his boundleſs love, the precious promiſes of his 
goſpel, and the hope of complete ſalvation and 
everlaſting glory through him. Here the true 
health, eaſe, and felicity of .our nature are to be 
found. 


SECT. IV. 


His Offices Me Charafier: are preci ous. 


THE n John tells us, that when 
Chriſt was upon earth, he and others ** ſaw his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa. 

ther, full of grace and truth.” He cannot be un- 
der ſtood to ſpeak here of the glory of his outward 
condition ; for Chrift made himſelf, in this reſpett, 
of no reputation, taking on him the form of a ſer- 
. vant. Nor is this to be interpreted directly and 
3 of the eternal, eſſential yy of his di- 


vine 
4 
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vine nature ; for this cannot be ſeen in the pre- 
ſent ſtate. But the evangeliſt rather ſpeaks of his 
glory as mediator; for it is in the adminiſtration of 
that office that he is full of grace and truth.“ 
7 This indeed implies his divine nature, as“ the only 
4. begotten of the Father.” This glory of the Re- 

deemer was ſeen, not with bodily eyes, but by 
m faith; for 7o4n immediately afterwards tells us, 
es WH that what he ſpeaks of was the privilege only of 
ls thoſe that received him, and believed on his name. 
g God gave to his church, under the Old Teſta- 
e ment, kings, prieſts, and prophets. He anointed 
them to their ſeveral offices, gave them directions 
as to the diſcharge of thoſe offices, was preſent 
with them in their work, and accepted their ſer- 
vices, Theſe offices are all united in the Peri 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

1. He is a Prieft for ever, after the order of 
Melchiſædec. His. prieſthood was foretold in the 
writings of the prophets, and it is particularly in- 
ſiſted on by the apoſtles. The prieſtly office con- 
ſiſts of two branches, the offering of ſacrifice, and 
making interceſſion. The ſacrifice which Jeſus 
had to offer was his life, which-he gave as a ran- 
ſom for many. He offered himſelf without ſpot to 
God; and on this account, he is called the Lamb of 
Cod which taketh away the ſin of the world. For 
R 3 RO the 
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the ſame reaſon he is ſaid to be ſet forth as a propi. 
tiation. Both the parts of his ſacerdotal office are 
mentioned by the apoſtle 7ohn, and their mutual 
relation to each other is hinted at, in the following 
words, We have an advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the propitiation 
for our ſins.” His interceſſion with the Father, as 
our advocate, is grounded on his being a propitia. | 
tion for our fins. But we are indebted to the 
apoſtle to the Hebrews, for the largeſt and clearef 
account of Chriſt's prieſthood, Jeſus may well be 
precious in this capacity to thoſe that believe, for 
his prieſthood 1s the principal foundation of the faith 
and comfort of the church. The ſubject is intereſt. 
ing and important in the higheſt degree; but inſtead 
of a farther diſcuſſion of it in this place, I ſhall 
only add the following aſpiration: 

O thou great and glorious High Prieſt, ho att 
higher than the heavens ; thou didſt condeſcend to 
dwell with men upon earth, and didſt offer up thy- 
ſelf an offering and a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling 
favour. By that one offering thou haſt perfetted 
for ever them that are ſanctiſied. Our fins ſtood 
between God and us, like a dreadful wall of ſepara- 
tion, but by thy glorious and all-ſufhcient atone- 
ment thou haſt effectually removed the obſtruftion, 


and made the way of acceſs to God and happinels 
: free 
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free and open, that the offended Majeſty of heaven, 
and offending mortals when brought to repentance, 
might be united in the bond of perpetual love. 
When ſojourning here upon earth, thou didſt call 


ſinners, by thy own voice, to partake of this privi- 
lege; and thou calleſt them ſtill by the miniſters of 


reconciliation, and by thy bleſſed word and goſpel. 
Thou didſt ſay to the trembling ſinner, © Be of 


good chear, thy {ins are forgiven thee.” Let me 


alſo hear thy pardoning voice; let me know, by 
happy experience, that I have redemption through 


thy blood, the forgiveneſs of my ſins, according 
to the riches of thy grace, Let my conſcience be 


purged from dead works, that I may ſerve the liv- 


ing God. So ſhall I rejoice with the felicity of 


thy choſen, and the gladneſs of thy heritage. | 
Thou who didſt bleed and die for ſinners upon 
earth, ever liveſt to make interceſſion for them in 


heaven. Thou art therefore able to ſave to the utter- 


moſt, Olet me experience the benefit of thy inter- 
ceſſion. Surely thou art precious to my ſoul, in 
thy prieſtly attire. No hope, no peace, no joy 
ſprings up in my boſom, but what is connected 
with thy atoning ſacrifice, and powerful interceſ- 
lon. Send down thy bleſſed Spirit into my heart, 
to ſeal me for thine own; ſay to my ſoul, © I am 


ty ſalvation ;? then ſhall 1 Joy in God through 


Jeſus 


— 
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Jeſus Chriſt che Lord, the unchangeable and ever. 
laſting High- prieſt of ao church, TY whom I noy | 
receive the atonement.” 

2. As King in Zion, all power is given to 
Jeſus in heaven and in earth. He has all the dig. 
nity, and all the authority of a king. He is the 
Lawgiver of the church, who is able to ſave, and 
to deſtroy. All acts of worſhip are to be performed 
in his name. Miniſters preach in his name, 
Chriſtians pray in his name. Believers are bap. 
tized in his name. Chriſtian ſocieties partake of 
the holy ſupper in remembrance of him. Cenſures 
on diſorderly perſons are given in his name. Al] 
the officers in his church militant have their com- 
miſſion from him. And the judgment of the world, 
at thegreat day, will be adminiſtered by him, when 
« he ſhall fit upon the throne of his glory.” 

But the Redeemer could not be precious to us 
in his kingly office, if he were not really and pro- 
perly God, equal and one with the Father. For, 
as a learned divine juſtly obſerves, ſince whatever 


the Father does in reſpect to the church is done in 


and by his Son, if the Son be not poſſeſſed of the 
ſame properties and perfections with the Father, 


the foundation of our faith is caſt down, and the 


ſpring of our conſolation utterly topped. If Chriſt 
be no more than man, or a created being, however 
f dig- 


OW | 
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lienified or exalted, the committing of all rule, 
wthority and judgment to him, is ſo far from 
teing a ſource of encouragement and comfort, 
that it may juſtly be conſidered as the greateſt 
iiadvantage to the church that can be imagined. 
He who is King in Zion, ſhould be always 
preſent with every member of his church; he 
hould know all their hearts, and all their wants; 
ind he ſhould be able to give them immediate re- 
ef and protection in every time of danger. This 
only poſſible to him who is poſſeſſed of infinite 
viſdom, of almighty power, and who is omni» 
preſent, or preſent in all places at one and the ſame 
moment. If Chriſt be able, at all times, to reheve 
us, to ſuccour us, to deliver us, and to ſave us 
from the power of our ſpiritual enemies, he is pre- 


cious to us, while we behold the ſceptre of govern. 


ment in his hands. We may then ſay, © The 
LozD reigneth, let the earth rejoice, let the multi- 


Jude of the iſles be glad thereof.“ But it we once 


ſuppoſe that he, of whom it is ſaid © The govern- 
ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulders,” is not the 
Mighty God, or the Lord Jehovah, our faith, our 
hope, and our joy in him will be effectually over- 


brown. We muſt then hang our harps upon the 


villows, and give way to all the horrors of deſpon- 
dency and deſpair, | 
The 
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The rule of him who is king in Zion, is interna} 
and ſpiritual. It relates to the minds, the ſouls, 
and the conſciences of all his ſubjects. Whatever 
they do, in a gracious way, either in oppoſition to 
{in, or in the diſcharge of duty, is done under the 
influence, the guidance, and the ſupport which 
they receive from him, in the exerciſe of his 


kingly power. His own words correſponding with Y 


the conſtant experience of his people, are a full 
confirmation of this truth; Without me ye can 
do nothing; that is, nothing ſucceſsfully, in the 
chriſtian warfare. In all the internal aQings of 
their minds, they look unto Jeſus, as to one who 


is more preſent with their ſouls than they are with | 


themſelves. And under this confideration he is ever 
precious to them. But no man can depend on 


Chriſt's ſovereign power, who is not perſuaded, 


that all his ſecret groans and ſighs, all the inward 
labourings of his ſoul againſt fin, and after a con- 
formity to his image, are immediately and con- 
tinually under the Redeemer's eye and notice. 
Whoever dare to deny this great truth, Jeſus Chrilt 
hath declared, that all his churches ſhall be con- 
vinced of it. For I will make all the churches 
know, that I ſearch the heart, and try the reins of 
men.” And the apoſtle has aſſured us, that“ all 


things are naked and opened to the eyes of him wit! 


$. 
* 


— 
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whom we have to do.“ Without a full perſua- 


nal 

ale on of this, there can be neither faith in his name, 
* ove to his perſon, dependence on his power, nor 
bedience to his authority.“ But to you that be- 


de! lere the truth concerning him, he is precious. 
ich The day is approaching, when the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt will openly, in the face of the whole aſſem- 


2 oed world, vindicate the honour of his kingly 
11 Weevernment. God has appointed a day in which 
an Wb: will judge the world in righteouſneſs, by that 
be nan whom he hath ordained. For the Father 


judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment 
eren as they honour the Father. And it is highly 


divine perſon, who was buffetted and affronted, 
condemned and crucified, by an ungrateful and 
mjurious world, ſhould then judge his judges, 
and be as far advanced above the higheſt pinacle 
ol human greatneſs as he was once below it. It 
is fit that Herod may ſee that he perſecuted, not 
the infant king of a petty province, but the So- 
rereign of angels and men; and that Pilate and 
the 77ws may be convinced, that he whom they 
called a king in ſcorn, 1s really an Emperor, in- 
finitely 


* See Dr. Owen, on the Perſon of Chriſt, 


to the Son; that all men ſhould honour the Son, 


proper, as Dr. Smith obſerves, that this holy and 
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finitely gener than Cz/ar ; the King of kings, and 


the Lord of lords, for ever and ever. 

g. He 1s precious as the um Prophet of his 
chureh. In conſequence of man's apoſtacy from 
his- Maker, the world is involved in darkneſs, Til 
we are enlightened by the wiſdom which comet 
from above, we fit in the region and ſhadow of 
death. We are alienated from the life of God. 
through the ignorance which is in us, and becauſe 
of the blindneſs of our hearts. That men are in- 
ſenſible of their native blindneſs, is but a farther 
proof of the reality of it. For the natural man 


receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, 


neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpi. 
ritually diſcerned. All who are taught of God, 
learn to know their own ignorance, and conſe. 
quently they are led to put a juſt value on the 
teachings and guidance of n Se in his 


| e office. 


The glad tidings of pardon, of peace, and re. 
conciliation with God, come by him. The gol. 


pel of ſalvation is the goſpel of Chriſt, He 


preached this goſpel himſelf when on earth. © He 


hath anointed me,” ſaid Jeſus; & to preach good 


tidings to the meek.” The miniſtrations of his I 
ſervants in every age, whereby they inſtru— 
mentally turn men from darkneſs to light, are all 


F- 0 
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y the appointment of Chriſt, in the fulfilment of 
his prophetic office. 8 
Nay, the ſame may be ſaid of all the precious in- 
ſructions contained in the ſcriptures of truth; and 
therefore the ſacred writings are emphatically called 
the word of Chriſt,” which ſhould dwell richly 
in us. Whatever has been revealed unto men, of 
the mind and will of God, from the beginning of 
ime, has been revealed by him in the execution of 
that office, concerning which we now ſpeak. 
Hence he himſelf hath ſaid, © All things are de- 
livered unto me of my Father ; and no man knoweth 
who the Father 1s, but the Son, and he to whom 
the Son will reveal him.” He is the Light of the 
world, the glorious Sun, in whom all the rays of 
divine and intellectual light are concentred. 6c All 
he treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge are hid in 
him.” How. precious then muſt he be in his pro- 
phetic office! It is on this account, I preſume, 
among others, that he is ſo often called by that 
name, which no one but himſelf can bear, THE 
Wonp or Gop. 25 0 
The Father ſolemnly pointed him out to men, 
as their prophet, when he ſojourned upon earth, 
by an audible voice from heaven, ſaying. This 
i my beloved Son, hear ye him.” With convine- 
* evidence and authority he has revealed to the 
| S 5 world 


> 
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world the ſecrets which lay hid in the divine mind. 
He brought his doctrine from the boſom of the Fa. 


ther, according to the declaration of the evangeliſt 
John, The only-begotten Son, who is in the bo- 


ſom of the Father, he hath declared him.“ Jeſus 
tells us, that the words which the Father gave him, 
he gave unto us, and that he ſpake to us that which 


he had ſeen with the Father. No wonder therefore 


is it, that the following awful declaration is made 
concerning him, ** It ſhall come to pals, that every 
ſoul which will not hear this prophet, ſhall be de. 
ſtroyed from among the people.“ | 

That ſpiritual illumination, by which ſinners 
are brought to the ſaving knowledge of God, and 
of the way of peace, is granted unto them by Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the prophet of his church. He gives 
unto them the Spirit of truth, to convince them of 
lin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment, and to guide 
them into all truth. As many as are Jed by the 


Spirit of God, are the ſons of God; but if any | 
man, in this ſenſe, have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
he is none of his. How neceſſary, how important, 


and conſequently, how precious are his divine 
illuminations! By them we are favoured with that 
knowledge of God, and of the Mediator, which 1s 
life eternal. . 


How greatly endeared hen. ſhould Jeſus Chriſt 
be 


# 
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he unto us, as our prophet. He who lay in the 
boſom of the Father has made a tuller and brighter 
diſcovery to us what he is, in his admirable and 
glorious perfections, than we can learn from any 
other. The light of nature dictates many things 
to us concerning him, and the ancient prophets 
have given us - farther information, But none 
knows the Father ſo as the Son does, and thoſe to 
whom the Son will reveal him. The knowledge 
be has of the Father, far tranſcends the ideas and 
conceptions of the wiſeſt men that ever exifted in 
the world. He was ſent down from heaven to 
bring life and immortality to light, to reveal the 
will and the glories of the Father, to make him ap- 
pear infinitely lovely and deſirable in the eyes of 
laners, by repreſenting him in all the wonders of 
his compaſſion, and forgiving mercy, That great, 
that juſt and holy Being is lovely and amiable in 
the ſight of guilty creatures, when he appears. as 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, by his Son Je- 
lus Chriſt, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them: 
The great Prophet has informed us, what were the 
eternal counſels of his Father's love, and what kind 
deſigns he formed for our recovery from fin and 
ruin, when, in his own foreknowledge, he beheld 
us fallen and miſerable. He has told us, what 
proviſion the Father made for us, by committing 

+25 WS | us 
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us to the hands of his Son, to be redeemed and 
ſaved by him. It is he who has informed us, that 
God ſo loved the world, as to give his only-be. 
gotten Son, that wholoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have eternal life.“ Whatever was 
ſpoken to men in former ages, by angels and by 
prophets, concerning the great ſalvation, Jeſus has 
confirmed; and he has added many rich and pre. 
cious promiſes of a glorious reſurrection, and a 
future ſtate, and ſet them before us in a divine light, 
beyond what either prophets or angels ever te. 
vealed. * 

How happy are they whom he calls out of dark: 
neſs into his marvellous light! He adopts them into 
his family, and conforms them to his bleſſed image. 
He continues to ſupply them with light and lite; 
he guides them with his counſel, and afterwards 
receives them to glory. 

4. He is the Sbepherd of his lock, to con- 
duct, guard and defend them, to feed them in 
the green paſtures of his grace, to cure and heal 
their diſeaſes, to reſtore them when they wander, 
to gather the lambs with his arm, to carry them in 
his boſom, and gently to lead thoſe that are with 
young. His power, his care and compaſſion are 
infinite. His followers are as ſheep in the midi 


of 
* Dr. Watts. 
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of wolves. We hear one of them ſaying. My 
ſoul is among lions.” Theſe lions may gape and 
roar, they may ſeek to devour, but the ſheep are 
afe in the almighty Shepherd's hands; for he hath 
aid. I know my ſheep, they follow me, and I 
give unto them eternal life; and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my 
hand,” Such a Shepherd muſt be precious. 

5. He is the Redeemer of their fouls, and under 
that conſideration unſpeakably precious. The price 


which he paid for their ranſom was not corruptible 


things, as ſilver and gold, but his own precious 
blood; a price of infinite value. The redemption 
which he hath wrought out is the fruit of his amaz- 
ing love; it is tree, it is every way complete, and it 
severlaſting ; for he hath obtained eternal N 
tion for us. | | 
When Titus, the . emperor, delivered the 
enſlaved Greeks, from their bondage, he was en- 
deared to them in ſuch a manner, that all the night 
long they celebrated the honour of their deliverer 
wich muſic and dancing, crying out in fe e 
of delight, as they ſurrounded his tent, A ſa- 
viour! a ſaviour!” But as the redemption ob- 
tained by Chriſt is infinitely more important than 
the deliverance granted by that noble and victorious. 
prince, it demands ftill more elevated returns of 


. - IK 


gratitude, love and praiſe. 
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„ Chriſt hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law.” This could be done no other way, but by 
his ſtanding in our place, and enduring what we 
deſerved ; or, as it is more emphatically expreſſed 
by the apoſtle, © by being made a curſe for us.“ 
He ſuffered, who was innocent, that we, who are 
guilty, might eſcape. He ſubjected himſelf to that 
very ſentence which the law denounced upon us. 
For it is written, Curſed is every one that con. 
tinueth not in all things.” — Now if Chriſt endured 
| that 


* © This, ſays Dr. South, is ſpoken ſo plain and 
loud, by the univerfal voice of the whole book of 
God, that ſcripture muſt be crucified as well as Chriſt, | 
to give any other tolerable ſenſe of the expreſſions. 

Some of thoſe who deny the ſubſtitution of Chriſt in 
the room of ſinners, are profeſſed admirers of the Ro- 
man poet Virgil. That poet, who was not perhaps in- 
ferior to any heathen writer in the correctneſs of his 
Kyle, and the refinement of his taſte, repreſents one 
man as ſaved by the wounds and living by the death 
of another; the one ſuffers what muſt otherwiſe have 
fallen on the other. Mezentius, when his ſon, inter- 


poſing in his behalf, was ſlain by Zneas, ſays, 


| —— Pro me hoſtili paterer ſuccedere dextræ 
Quem genui ? Tuane hæc genitor per vulnera ſervor? 
Morte tua vivens ? 


| And have I liv'd to ſee : 
My dear-lov'd offspring bleed to reſcue me? 
To ſee my ſon, E ſuch a fon, reſign 
His life a ranſom for * mine? 


*,. 
he WW that very curſe which we deſerved, that by this 


yy eans he might deliver us from condemnation, it 


e W; cvident that he ſuffered in our ſtead. 
d This was abſolutely neceſſary, aortic to the 


nor of the firſt covenant. For, as God had abſo- 


e Whitely declared, In the day that thou eateſt (of the 
it MW vrbidden fruit) thou ſhalt ſurely die,“ no ſecond 
;, im could reſtore the ruins of the firſt, but by 
- Wiking this curſe upon himſelf. The truth and 
| Whjufice of the Moſt High ſtood abſolutely engaged 


t to execute the threatening. . 
d Die man, or juſtice muſt; unleſs for him 
f Some other able, and as willing, pay 


The rigid ſatisfaction, death for death. 
6. He is The Everlabing Father. 


How venerable and amiable, how awful, and yet 
how endearing is the character of a Father ! It 


into endearment. It awes and yet it chears the 
mind. It inſpires the heart with holy boldneſs, and 


2 prudent, a tender and an affectionate father is 
father do for the children of his boſom, who look 


up to him for ſupport, for protection, for inſtruc- 
tion, and for comfort? 
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commands reverence, and ſoftens. that reverence 


flls it with delight and joy. Among men, a wiſe, 


truly an exalted character. What will not ſuch a 


* 7 * * 
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With what pleaſing ſenſations may we contem. 
plate our Lord Jeſus Chrift, as a Father! He often, : 
when among his diſciples on earth, addreſſed them, 
not only as children, but endearingly called them 
little children. As a father pitieth his children, ſ0 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him; for he knoweth 
our frame, he remembereth that we are duſt. We 
ſee all, and more than all the tenderneſs of a Father | 
in the following words, © Is Ephraim my dear ſon? 
Is he a pleaſant child? For ſince I ſpake againſt him, 
I do earneſtly remember him ſtill; wherefore my 
bowels are troubled for him: I will ſurely have 
mercy on him ſaith the Lord.” 

7. He is the Bridegroom of his church, and ſo 
unſpeakably excellent in that view, that neither 
heaven nor earth can ſhew ſuch another, We 
were deformed, polluted, and, in every reſpet, 
unworthy of ſtanding in ſo near and intimate a rela- 
tion to him. There was no excellency in us, to 
render us deſirable in his eyes, but every thing to 
provoke his reſentment. And yet he was  reſolyed 
neſs, in faithfulneſs, and in mercy. 

Sin had reduced us to a ſtate of abſolute beggary, 
want, and wretchedneſs; yet it was his good plea- 


ſure to take us into union with himſelf, that ve 


might be intereſted in his unſearchable riches. Nay, 
| 4 though 
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tough he was rich, for our fakes he became poor, 


boat we, through his poverty, might be made rich. 


Do we ſpeak of the Bridegroom's love? It is ab- 
plutely without parallel. There is nothing of the 
tind among men which will bear any compariſon 
vith it. Though it is immutable in itſelf, yet in 


he progreſſive diſcoveries of it, it is like the waters 


in Ezeliel c viſion, increaſing and rifing from the 


ankles to the knees, from the knees to the loins, 
till at length it becomes as waters to ſwim in; a 


river, a boundleſs ocean of love. Its height and 
depth, its length and breadth are immeaſurable ; it 
paſſeth the knowledge of men or angels. It is 
fronger than death; for Chriſt loved his church, 
and gave himſelf for it, In its commencement, it 
is from everlaſting ; in its continuance, it endureth 
tor ever. The pattern of it, is the Father's love to 
his dear Son; Jeſus himſelf ſays to thoſe who, ac- 
cording to the language of inſpiration, are married 
unto him, As the Father hath loved me, ſo have 
[ loved you.“ The love of the neareſt relations 


among men falls inconceivably ſhort of ſetting forth 


the nature, or the ardency of this love. No huſband 

loves the wife of his boſom as Chriſt loveth his 

church. | | = 
Believers, by their union with him, are advanced 


to great riches and honours. God is their Father. 


They 
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They are 1 of God, and joint heirs with Chril. 
The riches of eternity are their own. They arg 
taken from the duſt and the dunghill, and ſet 
among princes, even the princes of his people, 
The angels in heaven think it no diſhonour to be 
their ſervants; for they are all miniſtering ſpirits 
ſent forth to minifter to the heirs of ſalvation. 


Thy Maker is thy Huſband, the Lord of hoſts | 


is his name.“ The contract is made, and it will be 
conſuminated at the great day, when the marriage. 
ſupper will be celebrated with ſolemnity, .triumph 
and glory ſuited to the dignity of the Bridegroom. 
% Bleſſed are they who are cated to the marriage. 
ſupper of the Lamb.” 

Without enlarging on other particulars, I may 
obſerve in general, that to thoſe who believe in 
him to the ſaving of the ſoul, he is precious under 
every conſideration, He is the bread of God 


coming down from heaven, and giving everlaſting | 


life to their ſouls. By him they are really, con- 
ſtantly, daily ſupported, fed and ſuſtained ; and as 
bread is ſweet and precious to a hungry man, ſo is 
Chriſt to thoſe who hve by him. The entertain- 
ment he gives to them is a divine, a ſpiritual feafl, 
+ Chriſt, our paſſover, is ſacrificed for us, there- 
fore let us keep the feaſt,” 


He 1s to them the-Sun of righteouſneſs; t the 
beams 


, 
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beams of his grace are healing, enlightening, 
chearing, and full of conſolation. If natural 
light be ſweet, if it be a plealant thing to behold 
the ſun, how much more pleaſant to experience 
the irradiating influences of the light of life ! 
„On you that fear my name ſhall the ſun of 
righteouſneſs ariſe, with healing in his wings.“ 

He is the fountain where they bathe their 
weary ſouls, and in which they hope for cleanſ- 
ing from all fin and uncleanneſs. He is the tree 
of life, under the ſhadow of which they fit with 
neat delight, and his fruit is ſweet to their taſte! 
He is a rock, a ſtrong tower, a hiding-place, 
where they find protection from every ſtorm, and 
ſecurity from every foe. He was precious to the 
PMalmiſt under all theſe views. I will love thee, 
0 Lord, my ſtrength. The Lord 1s my rock, and 
ny fortreſs, and my deliverer, my God, my 
tirength in whom I truſt ; my buckler, and the 
horn of my ſalvation, and my high tower. 

All the ſtrength of believers, all their light, 
heir life, their conſolation, and their joy are in 
him, from him, and by him. Through him they 
are brought into the neareſt alliance and friend- 
hp with God, the firmeſt union, and the ſweeteſt 
communion with him that they are capable of en- 


lying in the preſent ſtate, and they ſhall be in- 
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troduced into the preſence of his glory in the 
world to come. 
It 1s therefore the buſineſs of their lives to knoy 


him, to love and honour him with their whole! 


hearts, and to aſpire after conformity to his bleſſed 
image, and his holy will. They are the circum. 
ciſion who worſhip God in the Spirit, rejoice in 


Chriſt Jeſus, and have no confidence in the fleſh, I 


O bleſſed Redeemer, I find in thee all that of 
which my poor helpleſs ſoul ſtands in need, 
Though I have the greateſt reaſon for ſhame and 


humiliation, on account of what I am in myſelf, 


yet in thee I behold every thing to elevate my 
hopes, and to afford me-relief and encouragement, 


May my ſoul magnify the Lord, and my ſpirit re. 


joice in God my Saviour! The characters and 
relations in which thou haſt revealed thyſelf to me 
in thy word, exhibit a balm for every wound, 


a cordial for every fear. —If I am naked, thou 
art the Lord my righteouſneſs; if I am ſick, 
thou art my phyſician; if I am weak and} 
| helpleſs, thou art my ſtrength ; if I am negletted 
and deſpiſed, thou art my compaſſionate and faith- 
ful friend; if I am ignorant, thou art made unto 


me wiſdom ; if I am polluted and enſlaved, thou 
art made unto me ſanctification and redemption; 
if J am nothing but emptineſs and vanity, thou 
art full of grace and truths . 0 
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O if I had a thouſand tongues, 
And could be heard from pole to pole, 
would to all the liſt'ning world 
Declare thy goodneſs to my ſoul, 


SECT. v 


His Blood and Righteouſneſs are precious. 


THE complete W which Jeſus Chriſt 


has made for our ſins, by the ſacrifice of himſelf, 


is the life of the evangelical ſyitem, and that which 


endears it ſo much to the hearts of them that be- 


ieve. Here we ſee pardon procured, and the ſfin- 
ier ſaved, while ſin is condemned and puniſhed; 


—the moſt awful diſplay of juſtice. and holineſs, 
in conjunction with the freeſt exerciſe of mercy ; 
rebels delivered from deſerved puniſhment, and 
alvanced to a ſtate of dignity and honour; and at 
the ſame time, the rights of that divine government 
wainſt which they had rebelled, inviolably pre- 
ſerved and maintained. Through what Jeſus Chriſt 


has done and ſuffered for us, we behold the righte- 


ous law of God magnified, in juſtifying thoſe who 
lad violated its precepts, and brought themſelves 
under its curſe. In the death of that Lamb of God 
rhich taketh away the ſin of the world, we per- 


ceiye at once, the Almighty' s eternal abhorrence 


T | of 
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of that which is evil, and his infinite love to his 
offending creatures. | 
We ſee how precious this ſubject was to the 

apoſtle Paul; * What things were gain to me, 
thoſe I counted loſs for Chriſt. Yea doubtleſs, 
and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency | 
of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord: for 
whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, and | 
do count them but dung that I may win Chriſt, 
and be found in him, not having mine own righte. He 
ouſneſs which is of the law, but that which is u 
through the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which . 
is of God by faith.” He was ſtruck with a king {91 
of horror at the thought of making any thing the | 
ground of his joy or triumph, but the complete Mal 
work of Jeſus, which he finiſhed on the croſs; Wn 
God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croſs Mu 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” While others conſider Wour 
chriſtianity only as an. improvement. of natural reli- lf 
gion, containing a more refined ſyſtem of morality, Noe 
he repreſents it as the religion ſuitable for ſinners, M \ 
Tevealing a method of ſalvation for the guilty, the} 
helpleſs, and the miſerable. © This is a faithful 
ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſinners.“ His 
fellow. labourers heartily concurred with him in 
this; for, ſays he, Mie preach Chriſt crucified.” 
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To a condemned malefactor a pardon ſent from 
his offended ſovereign muſt be precious. So, no- 
thing can be matter of greater comtort in this world, 
than to know that we have redemption through 


me blood of Jeſus, the forgiveneſs of our ſins, ac- 


cording to the riches of his grace. As ſoon may 
light and heat be ſeparated from the beams of the 
ſun, as peace and conſolation from the voice of 
pardon. Hence when our Lord ſojourned on 
arth, the relief which he adminiſtered to the diſ- 
reſſed was generally comprehended in theſe words, 
Son, daughter, be of good chear; thy fins are 
forgiven thee.” 


The blood of our divine Saviour is emphatically 
called precious blood. The ſhedding of his blood 


Inas the finiſhing act of his obedience to the law, as 


wr Surety, in our room and ſtead. It procures 
dur pardon, our peace with God, and our ever- 
ating ſalvation. Being juſtified by his blood, 
we ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him.” 

What he did and ſuffered was not on his own 


W:icount, but on account of thoſe whom he came 


o ſave. To conſider him ſimply as an individual 
5 highly injurious to his character, as Mediator. 
The ideas of ſubſtitution and imputation are neceſ. 
arily included in that character; the imputation of 
bur ſins to him, and of his righteouſneſs to us, 
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ings which Chriſt underwent, had they been greater | 


| was ſmitten of God and afflicted;“ but on what ac- 


Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He 


e081 ͥ hoe 


Without admitting theſe conſiderations, the ſuffer. | 


than they were, could avail us nothing. But the! 


divine word aſſures us, that“ as by the offence of 
one, judgment came upon all men to condemnation, . 
fo by the obedience of one (Jeſus Chriſt) many are I: 
made righteous.” We are made the righteouſneſs i 
of God in him, as he wrought out that righteouſneſs Wl Þ 
by which we are juſtified, not only in our nature, WW ' 
but in our name, conſidered as our Head and Re. MI * 
preſentative. Without admitting the idea of ſubſti- WM 
tution, there is no more ground for reliance on the 
obedience of Chriſt, than for reliance on the obe. WM * 
dience of an angel. In 
This truth, being of- the ella importance to Ju 
our relief and comfort, is ſet forth in the cleareſt Ml te 


light by the ſacred writers. They aſſure us, that in de 


our Redeemer, perſonally confidered, there was lc 
no fin, neither was guile found inthis mouth; he WJ or 
was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from ſin- 
ners. Yet it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him; he 


count? — All we like ſheep have gone aſtray; 
we have turned every one to his own way; and the 


was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed 
for our intquities : the chaſtiſement of our peace 


F Was 


eve 
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Hence his obedience unto death is the only ground 
of our hope and joy. * We joy in God through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom we have now 
received the atonement.'' We look to Calvary, 
and view the ſuffering Saviour, as bearing our ſins, 

in his own body on the tree, and putting them away 


by the ſacrifice of himſelf, Believing the ſalutary 


truth, an acquittal from guilt and condemnation is 
announced to our conſciences, and we are filled 
with the peace of God. 
We ſee that, through what Jeſus Chrilt has done 
and ſuffered, as our Subſtitute, that holy law which 
ve have broken is highly honoured; and that awful 
juſtice which we have provoked 1s completely ia- 
isfied. His obedience in life, his obedience unto 
death, and his obedience in death, is ſometimes in 
ſcripture, by an uſual figure, called his blood, his 
precious blood, and the blood of God; at other 
times it is expreſſed by the term righteouſneſs; 
the righteouſneſs of God which is unto all and up- 
on all them that believe. It is evident that the dif- 
terent terms mean one and the ſame thing, the com- 


plete work of the great Surety on our account, and 


— 


in our ſtead. 
That obedience, which Jeſus thus verformed, is 
every way as excellent as eternal wiſdom itſelf 


X-3 could 


223 


was upon him, and with his ſtripes v we are healed.“ 
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could deviſe, and as perfect as divine 8 could 


require. The Father declares himſelf well pleaſed 
with it. All the divine attributes are glorified by | 
it, while it fully anſwers every ſaving purpoſe to 


thoſe that believe, and enſures the richeſt bleſlings 


unto them, both in this world, and that which is to 
come. On all which accounts it is unſpeakably W 
precious. The evangelical prophet, perſonating | 


the whole church, triumphs in it in the following 


manner; * I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my | 
foul ſhall be joyful in my God: for he hath clothed 4 
me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered 


me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom 


decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as a bride } 


'adorneth herſelf with jewels.” 


SECT... VI. 


His Love 1s hrecious. 


THIS is the moſt powerful inducement that 
can be propoſed to us, to excite our ardent affec- | 
tions towards the gracious Redeemer. Neither the 
reaſonings of philoſophers, the perſuaſions of ora- 
tors, nor even the diſplays of divine goodneſs in the 


works of creation and providence, will anſwer this 
end, if our hearts are proof againſt the attractions 


of a Saviour's love. Can we contemplate the ago- 
T nies 
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3 
nies he endured for us, and thus place ourlelves 
under the beams of his unparalleled love, and not 
ſeel in our melting hearts ſome returns of affection 
ind regard for him! 

The apoſtle John ſpeaks very juſtly, when he 
ſays, ** We love him becauſe he firſt loved us.” 
and another apoſtle makes uſe of very ſtrong 
terms when treating on the ſame ſubject, © The love 
of Chriſt,” ſays he, © conſtraineth us.“ The love 
of Jeſus was moſt ſtrongly manifeſted in his dying 
for us. What can be expected to attract our love, 
ik this do not? He himſelf ſpeaks of it as that which 
mould be efficacious in winning the hearts of men; 

„And I, if I be Ped VP: from the earth will draw 
all men unto me.” 

They who are inattentive to the 1 of a 
dying Redeemer, loſe the ſtrongeſt motive to love 
and obedience. They are acting the part of the 
ſooliſh Galatians, who were carried away from this 
glorious ſubject, by a kind of infatuation, * O 
fooliſh Galatians, who hath bewitched you that ye 
ſhould not obey the truth, before whoſe eyes Jeſus 
Chriſt hath been evidently ſet forth, crucified 
among you.“ O how. deſirable is it to be enabled 
conſtantly to behold him by faith, as crucified for 
us! Surely we ſhould never forget, that, when he 


might haye left us to periſh, ſuch was his love, he 
died 


— % | antes hood 
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died that we might live, he endured the greateſt 
agonies, that he might ſnatch us from the jaws of 


deſtruction, and open to us the gates of everlaſting 


peace and felicity, Well may ſuch a Saviour be 
precious to us. Surely they who love him moſt, 
have reaſon ſtill to be grieved that they do not love 


him more. 


He hath loved us ſo as to ranſom us with his 
blood; ranſom us from a voluntary bondage ; from | 
a captivity the moſt vile and miſerable; a captivity 
from which nothing but almighty grace could have 


ſet us free. Could we have made any pretence to 


merit, the caſe had been different. But ſince we 
were totally unworthy, entirely helpleſs, wretched | 
and undone, human vanity is for ever ſilenced, and | 
boaſting eternally excluded. It was the good plea. | 


ſure of him that ſaves us, to love us freely. 


It is this grace which tunes the harps of heaven, | 
and affords the ſaints in light a never-failing ſubjett | 
of harmony and praiſe, On this theme the ſpirits | 
of juſt men made perfect fix their meditations, | 
They admire the glorious myſtery of the vittorious | 


croſs, and ſing the wonders of redeeming love. 


This love is celebrated by them with peculiar |} 


praiſes ; * They ſung a new ſong, ſaying, Thou 
art worthy to take the book, and to open the ſeals 
thereof, for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 


6 to 
* 
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o God by thy blood, out of every kingdom, and 
tongue, .and people, and nation.—And I beheld, 
ind I heard the voice of many angels round about 
the throne, and the living creatures, and the elders; 
and the number of them was ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands; ſaying with 
a loud voice, Worthy i 1s the Lamb that was ſlain, 
to receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
IF frength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing.” 
What is moſt wonderful of all is, that Jeſus 
ſhould ſhew ſuch love as this for / nful men, for 
men who were the enemies of God. While we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son.” His love to them was dying 
love, and in this the greatneſs of it moſt of all ap- 
pears, When in his agony he ſweat great drops of 
blood falling down to the ground, it was for ene- 
mies. The ſhame and ſpitting to which he meekly 
ſubmitted, the torments inflicted on his body, and 
the inexpreſſible ſorrows which overwhelmed his 
ſoul, were all endured for enemies, to ſave them 
irom ruin, and to exalt them to glory and felicity. 
It was for them that he ſubmitted to have the arrows 
of divine vengeance ſpent upon him, which occa- 
tioned his bloody ſweat, and his awful out- cry up- 
on the croſs, © My God, my God, why haſt thou 


torſaken me?“ His vitals were rent, his heart was 
bro- 
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broken; according to the divine prediction, it 
melted like wax in the midſt of his bowels. Pro. 
bably, through violent fermentation, the crimſon | 


fluid became a mixture of blood and water, partly 


iſſuing from the pores of his body in the garden, 


and partly flowing from his ſide, when pierced by 


the ſpear; Forthwith there came out blood and 


water.” He endured all this for the honour of di- 


vine juſtice, or to take away the diſhonour which | 
we have done to God by our fins, and ſo to com- 


mend or ſet forth his love to us, in the moſt ſtrik. 
ing manner poſſible. h 


O! fot this 3 let rocks and hills 
Their laſting ſilence break, 
And all harmonious human tongues 

The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak. 


| He ſuffered from the hand of juſtice as if his de- 
merits had been infinite, though he was holy, 


harmleſs, and undefiled. The reaſon was, the 
Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
Therefore he was ſtricken, ſmitten of God, and 
afflicted.” It was for our tranſgreſſions that he was 
wounded; it was for our iniquities that he was 
bruiſed. Our peace is procured by his chaſtiſement, 
and our healing by his ſtripes. If ſuch a Saviour 1s 
not precious to us, * can equal our ingratitude. 
He 


1 
DES 
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He died for. thoſe who ſpilt his blood, and who 
mocked him in the midſt of his ſevereſt agonies, 
a is evident from his interceſſion for them, Fa- 
ther, forgive them, they know not what they do.“ 
0 thou loving Saviour! It is meet and right that 
every knee in heaven and earth ſhould bow to thee, 
and that every angel, and every ſaiut, ſhould love 
thee, and adore thee for ever -O my ſoul, 


— Survey the wondrous cure, 
And at each ſtep let higher wonder riſe. 
Pardon for infinite offence And pardon - 
Through means which ſpeak its value infinite! 
A pardon bought with blood With blood divine! 
With blood divine of Him I made my foe!— _ 
Perſiſted to provoke !—Though woo'd and aw'd, 
Bleſt and chaſtis'd, a flagrant rebel All; — 
Nor I alone! A rebel univerſe! 
My ſpecies up in arms !—Not one exempt! 
Yet for the fouleſt of the foul he dies ! 


The gracious manifeſtations of his love to our 
ſouls are exceedingly precious. There be many 
that ſay, Who will ſhew us any good? But, 
Lord, lift thou up the light of thy countenance 
upon us! This will put gladneſs into our hearts 
more than the increaſe of corn, or wine, or oil. 
Thy favour is life, yea, thy loving-kindneſs is 
better than life itſelf.“ | 
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O blefſed Jefus, thy love 1s wonderful ! It is | 
the admiration of angels, the joy and ſong of glo- 
rified ſaints. The experimental ſenſe of it on 
earth ſweetens the bitterneſs of life, and diſarms 
death of all its terrors. It was love that moved 


thee to bow the heavens, to come down and ſo. 


Journ on earth, to humble thyſelf, to take on thee M 


the form of a ſervant, and become obedient unto 


death, even the death of the croſs. Thou didſt 
. Pity me in my loſt eſtate ; thou didſt find me when | 


I ſought thee not; thou didſt ſpeak peace to me 
in the day of my diſtreſs, when the clouds of guilt 
and darkneſs hung heavy on my ſoul, and I was 


brought to the borders of deſpair. Thou halt I 


borne with all my weakneſs, corrected my mil- 
takes, reſtored me from my wanderings, and 


healed my backſlidings. May thy loving-kind- | 
neſs be ever before mine eyes, to induce me to | 
. walk in thy truth. May it be the daily theme of 


my meditations, and the conſtant j Joy of my heart. 
When I am favoured with the light of thy 
countenance, and the comfortable ſenſe of thy 
love, my ſoul is filled and ſatisfied. All the glo- 


_ ries of the world are then darkened, and turned 


into deformity. They are but broken ciſterns; 
thou art the fountain of living waters. The 


ſtreams of created enjoyments are ſhallow and de- | 


: ceitful 
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reitful as a brook ; but thou art the full ocean of 
never-failing delight and ſatisfaction. 

To thy love I muſt aſcribe my whole falva- 
tion ; and through all the ages of a bliſsful eternity, 
| humbly hope and truſt, I ſhall proclaim the 
wonders of redeeming love, and tell to liſtening 
I angels what this love has done for my ſoul. Un- 
to him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins 
in his own blood, and hath made us kings and 
prieſts to God and his Father, to him be . and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 


SECT. VII. 
His Throne is precious. 


THE men of the world are totally ignorant 
of that delightful intercourſe which is carried on 
between chriſtians and their exalted and interceding 
Saviour ; what petitions they daily preſent before 
his throne, and what gracious anſwers they re- 
ceive from him. The eyes of the Lord are upon 
the righteous, and his ears are ever open to their 
cries, Whoever may overlook or diſappoint them, 
he will not. When their ſpirits are overwhelmed 
within them, he knoweth their path. When hu- 
man means and efforts fail, when every thing looks 
dark before them, when their way ſeems to be ſhut 

WET Aike up 
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up on every ſide, and they are brought to the loweſt Wl ? 
ebb, ſtill they have welcome acceſs to the divine Ml t 
throne, where they may tell all their wants, and 8 
unboſom their cares and ſorrows, with the certain = 
hope of obtaining mercy, and Rk . to help 0 
in the time of need. | 

Prayer is not only a duty, but an ineſtimable d 
privilege. The condeſcenſion of God is wonder. Wl i 
ful in lending his gracious ear to ſinful worms, Wt 

When the heart of a chriſtian is under a proper in. 
Auence, he finds a greater. pleaſure in approaching n 
the divine throne, than in any thing this world can Mu 
afford. He obtains more light, ſtrength, comfort MW vi 
and refreſhment by ope hour's converſe with God, Wl of 
than he could do by any other means. 0 
The prophet Danze! fully ſhewed how precious MW to 
the throne of grace was to him, ſince neither the Wh 
| prohibition of the king, nor the threatened horrors Hel 
of the den of lions, could prevail with him to omit Wl of 
one opportunity of approaching it. W 
What an unſpeakable privilege is it to have 0 
liberty of acceſs to God! To have his permiſſion, N fc 
nay, his invitation and command, to come boldly = 
to his throne of grace, and to call him our Father I thc 
in Cbriſt! Amidſt ſurrounding dangers, ſnares and vi 
temptations we may fly to him as our refuge, and IF vil 
lift up our hearts to him in fervent and earneſt 


prayer. To him we may ell a all our inmoſt cares, 
1 and | 
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and open all our griefs. His ears are always atten- 


tive to our requeſts, and the gales of his bleſſed 


Spirit will diſpel the ' gloom in which we are in- 
rolved, and breathe internal peace and fragrance 
on our ſouls. | 

In the exerciſes of retired. devotion, we may 
I cheriſh and expreſs all the holy affections of our 
ſouls, with the greateſt freedom. We may ſay a 
thouſand things to our heavenly Father in ſecret, 
which would not be proper in public devotion, We 
may pour out our ſouls before him, in the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt pathetic ſentiments of holy deſire, and di- 
vine delight. We may tell him all the diſquietudes 
of our conſciences, the ſecretanguiſh and ſhame of 
our hearts, becauſe of thoſe offences whieh are known 
to him alone; we may ſigh deeply, and pour out 
the tears of penitence into his boſom. We may 
tell him how intenſe our deſires are to be aſſured 
of his love, and to be conformed to his image. 
We may rejoice in his light with divine exulta- 
non and holy triumph, in the proſpect of being 
hortly with him in the upper world. | 

Let the favourites of. an earthly prince value 
hemſelves on being permitted to hold converſe 
vith their ſovereign, I would ever eſteem it a pri- 


viege infinitely ſuperior, to have free and welcome 


acceſs to the King of kings. 
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SECT. VIII. 


The Doctrine of Chrijt precious. 


The truths of the goſpel reveal a method of 
falvation every way honourable to God and his | 
righteous government, and every way ſuitable to 3 
our neceſſities. The ground, the ſubſtance, and 
the ſpirit of the glad tidings ſent from heaven to a 
loſt world are, that Jeſus Chriſt died for our fins, | 


according to the ſcriptures, The apoſtle Paul was 


determined, as a miniſter, to know nothing ſave | 


Feſus Chriſt, and him erucified. This theme, and 


the truths connected with it, engroſſed all his 
thoughts. He dwelt ſo much upon theſe ſubjects, 


that it might appear as it he knew nothing elſe, 


and as if nothing elſe were, comparatively .ſpeak- 


ing, worthy of his attention. 
When our Lord, after his reſurreftion, ho- 
noured his diſciples with his company in their 
journey to-Emmaus, he began at Mo/es and all the 
prophets, and expounded to them in all the ſcrip— 


tures, the things concerning himſelf. Did they 


hear the divine truths he advanced with indiffe- 
rence? Far from it. Theſe truths were prectous 


to their ſouls, as appears from their own animated 


expreſſions ; * Did not our hearts burn within us, 
4 while 
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be: 
while he talked with us by the way, and opened to 
us the ſcriptures ! 

The word of Chriſt in general is precious to 
hoſe that believe. The coin of Cz/ar bore his 
mage and ſuperſcription, ſo the divine word bears 
the image of Chriſt, and conſequently muſt be 


I tear to thoſe who love him. They revere that ſa- 


cred injunction, Let the word of Chriſt dwell in 
you richly, in all wiſdom, that ye may be able alſo- 
o admoniſh one another.” | 

David, the king of T/rae] made, while living, 
this public declaration, and left it, when he died, 
to be obſerved by all ſucceeding generations, that 
the word of God was better to him than thouſands: 
of gold and ſilver; that it was ſweeter to him than 
honey, or the honey-comb ; and that it was his me- 
litation all the day. If he taſted ſo mach ſweet- 
neſs in'the leaſt valuable part of the divine word, 
how much richer is the feaſt to us in theſe latter 
days! Since the goſpel is now added to the law; 
the Lord has put his laſt hand to the work, has 
* ſealed up the ſum, and rendered it full of Wil- 
dom and perfect in beauty.“ : 

The divine Redeemer cannot, in this world, be 


ſeen face to face. This 1s the felicity of the heavenly. 


ſlate. But in his holy word, as in a glaſs, we be- 
hold his glory. The lineaments of his beauty are 
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here drawn by a divine pencil. The Bible muſt | 
conſequently be a precious book in the eſtimation | 
of every chriſtian. 

This ineſtimable book unfolds to our view the 8 
path of peace, the way everlaſting. We here learn | 
how the guilty may be pardoned, in perfect con. | 
ſiſtency with the honour of infinite holineſs; how W 
God can be juſt, and the juſtiſier of the_ungodly, | 
who, in themſelves, deſerve everlaſting condemna- | 
tion. We are indebted to this ſacred volume for | 


all the light that ever chaſed the gloom ot doubt, or W 


cheared the boſom of deſpondency; for all that 
gives confidence to. faith, energy to hope, ardency 
to love, or fervour to devotion; for whatever can 
tranquillize the mind in life, or adminiſter conſola- 
tion at the laſt hour. We have here the doctrine 
which is according to godlineſs; we have here the 

words of everlaſting life. ay 


The volume of my Father's grace 

Does all my grief alluage; 

Here I behold my Saviour's face, 
Almoſt in ev "ry page, f 


The general deſign of this divine book is, to 
eſtabliſh the ſoul in believing the teſtimony which | 
God has given concerning his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to 


direct it in doing his will, and to comfort it in all 


; the 
e 
* 
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iſ he ſufferings and afflictions attendant on the preſent 
on gate. The ſacred volume therefore inſiſts much on 
faith, obedience, and patience. The firſt 1s cer- 
ie ainly the ground- work of the other two. 
n W Holy men of God, whoſe ſentiments and expe- 
- WT ciences are here left upon record, have given us 
the moſt magnificent eulogiums of this word. 
They repreſent it as a ſource of felicity. They 
tell us, that it converts and reſtores the ſoul; that 
it gives wiſdom to the ſimple; that it is more to be 
deſired than the richeſt treaſures, or the ſweeteſt 
enjoyments this world can afford; that it 1s adapted 
to inſtru, to correct, to comfort, and to render 
the man of God perfect. They aſſure us, that 
theſe are not mere fancies, deſtitute of ſenſe and 
truth; the inſpired witneſſes unitedly teſtify, that 
they themſelves have known the power of the di- 
vine word by their own experience; that when 
they have made it the ſubject of their attentive me- 
ditation, they have been * ſatisfied as with marrow 
and fatneſs, and have rejoiced in it more than they: 
that find great ſpoil.” ; 

To expatiate on the ſeveral doctrines contained 
in the Bible, and to point out the preciouſneſs of 
each, is not my preſent deſign, © It may ſuffice to 
lay, that they all centre in Chriſt Jeſus, and are all 


Tauable.1 in the eſtimation a] his people on that ac- 
count. 
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count. Does this precious book ſpeak of the love 


of God, the ſource of all good to man? It is in 
Chriſt Jeſus. Does it unfold the ancient counſels | 


of infinite wiſdom and grace? They are the cter. 


nal purpoſes of the Father in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord. Does it ſpeak of redemption-? It is by his 


blood? Of juſtification ? It is through his righte- 
ouſneſs. —Of converſion ? We are called by his 


grace.— Of regeneration? We are quickened to. | 
gether with Chriſt.— Of adoption? We are the 
children of God, by faith in Jeſus Chriſt, —Of per- 


ſeverance ?: Becauſe he lives, we ſhall live alſo.— 


Of eternal glory? It is the gift of God through | 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
How divinely excellent are theſe ſacred truths! 
With what ſovereign efficacy do they operate upon 


the mind and heart, when accompanied by the 


agency of the bleſſed Spirit! How powerfully do 
they awaken repentance, and melt the ſoul into 
holy ſorrow! In what an illuſtrious light do they 


repreſent the majeſty and the grace of the bleſſed 


_ God, and how do they command our humble adora- 
tion! How do they diſplay the wonders of his wiſ- 
dom, and the riches of his mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, 
to produce faith, and attract deſire and love! What 
a bleſſed foundation do they lay for an infinite va- 
* of devout inferences, and pathetic admoni- 


tions ) 
* 
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—— 
tons, ſuited to every caſe! Theſe divine truths 
relieve the ſoul under every diſtreſs; that by pa- 
ence and comfort of the ſcriptures we may have 
hope towards God. The believer lives on the di- 
rine variety of ſalutary and tranſporting. objects ſet 
before him in the ſacred pages. Here he finds the 


buntains of life ſet open, every ſtream flowing with 


holineſs and conſolation. It is his prevailing deſire, 
that all his affections may be under the command 
and influence of the divine word, that while it 
afords him intenſe delight, it may animate him to 
active zeal in the practice of every thing which it 
enjoins, teaching them to deny ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world, while he looks for the 
bleſſed hope, in that which 1s to come. 

A certain martyr, who was condemned to die for 
his inviolable adherence to the doctrines of ſcrip- 
ture, gave this expreſſive teſtimony, in his laſt 
moments, of his regard for that divine book. Be- 
ing arrived at the ſtake, and having compoſed him 
felt for ſuffering, he took his final leave of all 
below, in theſe aſſecting words, Farewell ſun 
and moon! Farewell all the beauties of creation, 
and all the comforts of life ! Farewell-my honoured 
friends! Farewell my beloved relations! And fare- 


well thou precious, precious book of God!” 
| 810 
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SECT. IX:- 


His Promiſes are precous. 


THESE ſhall ſtand in force, though heaven 


and earth ſhould paſs away. Length of time can. 


not diminiſh their efficacy, nor alter what the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken. The ſun may fail to riſe, | 


and men expect its returning light in vain, but the 


promiſes of everlaſting truth cannot be broken. 


The mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be re— 


moved; but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, 


neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be removed, 


faith the Lord.that hath-mercy on thee.” The S | | 
of nature may be reverſed, and all be chaos again; 


but the promiſes of God cannot fail for evermore, 


fince he that made them is immutable, and cannot, 
by any change, deceive the hopes of them that truſt | 
in him. It is-impoſſible that he ſhould promiſe any 
thing that it is beyond his ability to-perform. He | 


is not as a man that he ſhould lie, nor as the ſon of 


man that he ſhould repent, Hath he ſaid, I will 
furely do thee good, and ſhall he not do it? Hath | 


he ſpoken, and ſhall he not accompliſh the thing 
that is gone out of his lips ? 


If he ſpeak a promiſe once, 


Th” eternal grace is ſure, 
F Qur 


* 
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Our fathers truſted in him, and were not con- 
funded, they relied on his faithful word, and 
were delivered. . All the ſucceeding generations 


of his people, from the beginning of time, have 


jaced their confidence in what he hath ſpoken, 
and none could ever charge him, either with want 
Io! compaſſion, or breach of truth. 

< He hath given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promiſes ; that by theſe ye might be par- 
akers of the divine nature, having eſcaped the 
corruption that 1s in the world through luſt.“ 
They are great, as being made by the Moſt High 
Cod, the Poſſeſſor of heaven and earth; and they 
contain the greateſt things that language can ex- 


Ipreſs, or thought conceive ;—deliverance from 


in, and all its conſequences; the beſtowment of 
all grace here, and of everlaſting glory hereafter. 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.“ The 
promiſes are precious in their origin, the free and 
ſovereign grace of God ;—1n their nature, as they 
contain the moſt precious things ;—in their ſuita- 
bleneſs to our caſe, and to all our wants; and—in 
their efficacy upon our ſouls; to ſubdue our fears, 
to ſupport our faith, to calm our diſquietudes, to 
elevate our hopes, to afford us comfort in all our 

| ſor- 
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ſorrows, and to transform us into the divine like. 
neſs; for by theſe promiſes we are made partakers| 
of the divine nature. 


The Commands of our Redeemer are precious, 


THE laws of his mouth are better than thou: 


ſands of gold and ſilver. To be under theſe di- 
vine reſtraints is ſweeter than liberty. 


A practical regard to the commands of Chriſt is 
the beſt evidence that he is precious to us. It is 
very remarkable with what emphaſis he himſelf} 
ſpeaks on this head, how much he inſiſts upon this 


one article, and how often he repeats it. If ye 
love me, keep my commandments. If a man 


love me, he will keep my words. He that loveth 
me not, keepeth not my ſayings. Every branch | 
in me that beareth not fruit, he taketh away; and | 
every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it. | 


Herein'is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 


fruit; ſo ſhall ye be my diſciples. Ye are my 


friends if ye do whatſoever I command you.” 


A holy conformity to the divine will is as much 


the end of all that God does for his people, as fruit 
15 the end of all that the huſbandman does about 
his field or his vineyard. Regard for Chriſt then 


8 18 
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is beſt ſhewn by obedience to his will. He that 
hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it 
is that loveth me.” We have the commands of our 


divine Maſter, but do we keep them? If ye know: 


theſe things, happy are ye if ye do them, He who 
is our Redeemer, is alſo our Lord and Governor, 
If we have a ſincere attachment to him, we ſhall 


be ſubje& to his authority, and take care to pleaſe 


him. Above all other things we ſhall be afraid of 
liſpleaſing and offending him. Our obedience to 


him will be hearty and ſincere, conſtant and impar- 


tial, Our miſcarriages will fill us with diſquietude 
and ſorrow. The genuine language of our hearts 
will be, O that my ways were directed to keep thy 
ſtatutes! Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I 
have reſpect unto all thy commandments. One of 
the diſciples of Jeſus ſays, His commandments 
are not grievous ; ; another, R delight in the law 
of God after the inward man.“ 

Our regard for his laws is ſhewn, not only in 
the ſincerity, but in the willingneſs and chearful- 


neſs of our obedience. Reluctance to his ſervice 


is inexcuſable, wearineſs and dulneſs in it ſhame- 
ful. Our obedience ſhould be univerſal and con- 
tant, We ſhould be ſted faſt and unmoveable, 
always n in the work of the Lord; foraſ- 
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much as we know that our labour 1s not in vain in 


the Lord. | 
We are commanded to love the Author of our 
being with all our mind, with all our ſoul, and with 


. all our ſtrength. To love him with all our mind, is 
to have the higheſt efteem of him, in our judgment, | 
as the moſt excellent and the beſt of beings, and 


as our only all-ſufficient good. To love him with 
all our ſoul, is to chooſe him for our eternal por. 


tion, to give up ourſelves to him as our Lord and | 
Ruler, and to receive him as our God, and our re- 


conciled Father, according to the diſcoveries of 


his grace in Chriſt Jeſus. And to love him with | 
all our ſtrength, is to worſhip him with holy dili. | 
gence, and, according to the utmoſt of our capacity | 
and power, to do his will, and promote his honour ! 


in the world. 
The mere flaſhes of ſudden paſſion, in a devout 


moment, without a ſupreme and ſettled eſteem ot 


God in the mind, and a careful and active obe- 


dience to his commands, are of little conſequence. | 
The hearers who received the word, like ſeed which } 


fell on ſtony ground, are ſaid to receive it with joy; 


but their devotion and religion were only a ſudden 


blaze, Which quickly expired. They endured but 


for a while. On the other hand, they who receive 


the ſeed into good ground, are they, who having 
| . | heard 
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— 
heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience. | | | 

* Lord, let my obedience to thy commands be 
univerſal ; my whole man being ſubject to thy whole 
will, and that continually and perſeveringly, ever 
to the end of life; let it have its root in my heart, 
that it may not wither like graſs which has no deep- 
neſs of earth, but be like a tree planted by the rivers: 
of water, bringing forth fruit in due ſeaſon. Let 
my obedience ariſe from a holy reverence of thee, 
the great Lawgiver; a reverence tempered with 
love and gratitude. I ſhall then account none of 
thy commands either grievous or unimportant, but 
eſteem them all to be right and precious. Under 
the influence of the great truths I profeſs to believe, 
may the vices of my mind, and the diſorders of my 
life be effettually ſubdued and corrected, that in 
righteouſneſs and holineſs I may walk before thee, 
in the land of the living. Engrave thy law on the 
fleſhly table of my heart, that I may love it exceed- 
ingly; then my conſtant ſtudy and endeavour will 
be to exhibit a copy of it in the various actions of 
my life. Then ſhall I not be aſhamed when I have 
reſpe& unto all thy commandments; in keeping of 
them there is great reward.“ 


X 2 SECT, 
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SECT. 1 


His Ways are precious. 


d we are enabled, in ſincerity, 


make choice of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our pro. 


phet, our prieſt, and our king, we feel the force 
of our obligations to him, we ſee the beauty and 
honour of his ſervice, and are convinced that no- 
thing is worthy, in any ſenſe, to ſtand in compe- 
tition with it. And in proportion as he is precious | 
to us, his ways and his ſervice will be pleaſant; fo | 
that we ſhall do the will of God from the heart. 

Thoſe whom our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has purified 


unto himſelf, as his peculiar people, are zealous of 


good works. They give up themſelves to his ſer- 


vice, and make it their principal buſineſs to pleaſe 
him, and to live to him. Their chriſtian courſe is 


compared to thoſe exerciſes in which men exert. 


their ſtrength, and that with the greateſt earneſt. 


neſs and eagerneſs; particularly running, wreſtling | 
and fighting. 
Where love to Jeſus reigns in the heart, it will 


induce a man to att in a manner ſuitable to it. Su- | 
preme love, as an excellent writer has obſerved, 


governs all the active train of human paſſions, and 


leads ham, in ſweet eaptivity, to chearful obe- 


dience. 


* 
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dience. And as the inward affections will be thus 


engaged towards the Redeemer, the outward powers 


will be employed in correſponding exerciſes. The 


way 1n which we are to ſhew that Jeſus is precious 
to us, is by walking in his truth, and fulfilling 
every preſent duty with delight. It is then that we 
find the ways of wiſdom to be ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all her paths to be paths of peace. Love to 
Jeſus Chriſt induces us to account every duty a 


privilege, and to eſteem the ſervice of our-divine- 


Maſter perfect freedom. 


There is nothing in the ways of religion that 


ought to be deemed burdenſome. To walk in 
them with fervour and ſpirituality of mind, and 


with regularity, integrity and circumſpettion, has 


a tendency to make us calm, eaſy, and happy. 


The yoke of Chriſt is an eaſy, not a galling yoke. 


The more we wear it, the eaſier and the pleaſanter 
it is. We ſhould eſteem the worſhip of God as the 
moſt needful part of our daily buſineſs, and the 
moſt delightful part of our daily comforts. His 


laws are the dictates of the higheſt wiſdom and 


goodneſs. It becomes us to rejoice that we are 
under his government, and to ſerve him with the 


greateſt cheartulneſs. 8 


The conſolations which come from above are 


only to be experienced in the ways of religion, and 
A2- . . C 
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the paths of holineſs.* And theſe are no fantaſtic de. 


luſions, but ſubſtantial and divine delights; joys wih 
which a ſtranger intermeddleth not. They ſerve to | 


enlarge the mind, and give 1t a more elevated turn, 
while it derives its ſovereign ſupports from the 


fource of all excellency and perfection, and reſts | 
on nothing unworthy the dignity of an immortal 


foul, on nothing beneath him who 1s the Fountain 
of boundleſs and immortal felicity. 

If Chriſt be precious to us, we ſhall have a high 
value, a ſincere regard for thoſe ways in which he 


has promiſed his preſence with his people. We | 
ſhall be ready to ſay with thoſe of ancient times, 
In the way of thy judgments, O God, have we | 


waited for thee; the deſire of our ſouls is to thy 
name, and to the remembrance of thee. Thou 
meeteſt him that rejoiceth and worketh righteouſ- 
neſs; thoſe that remember thee in thy ways.“ When 
the church deſires to know where the good Shep- 


| herd | 


The life of the negligent and looſe profeſſor of 


chriſtianity, ſeems to be a perpetual ſtruggle to re- 
concile impoſſibilities; it is an endeavour to unite 


what God has for ever ſeparated, peace and fin; un- 


chriſtian practices and chriſtian comforts; a quiet | 


conſcience, and a diſorderly life; a heart full of the 
cares and concerns of the preſent world, and a well- 


grounded and cheerful expettation of the happineſs | 


of the next. An attempt to unite theſe is as vain, as 


an endeavour to put aſunder what God has joined to- 


gether, , 
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herd feeds his ſheep, where he makes his flock to 
reſt at noon, in the heat of the day, ſhe is anſwered 
in the following tender and endearing manner; 
If thou know not, O thou faireſt among women, 
oo thy way forth by the footſteps of the flock, 
feed oY kids beſides the en tents,” 


"SECT: Kir 
His People are precious. 


SO dear are the tollowers of Chriſt to them 
that believe, that they are ready and willing to treat” 


ſuch as brethren, to ſhew kindneſs and good will 


to them on all occaſions, and though they be poor 
and defpifed in the world, to eſteem them as the 
excellent in the earth, becauſe of their conformity 
and relation to Chriſt, We make it manifeſt that 
we have a ſincere affection to ſuch, when we diſ- 
cover a pitiful and tender ſpirit towards them in ca- 
lamity, when we are ready to bear their burdens, 
and willing to ſpend part of our ſubſtance, and to 
ſuffer many inconveniences in our worldly intereſts, 
in order to promote their welfare in ſoul and body. 

Conſider the example of the apoſtle Paul. All 
his epiſtles abound with expreſſions” of an earneſt 
and oyerflowing affeCtion to the followers of Chriſt. 


He 
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He expreſſes his 8 love to them, by calling 


them dearly beloved and longed for. He would 
have them to know the abundant love which he had 


towards them. He ſays, We were gentle among | 


you, even as a nurſe cheriſheth her children ; ſo, 
being aſſectionately deſirous of you, we were will. 
ing to have imparted unto you, not the goſpel of 
God only, ot our own ſouls alſo, becauſe ye were 
dear unto us.' 


The apoſtle 7ohn, the diſciple whom Jeſus 


loved, who was indulged with the ſweeteſt fami- 

liarity with him, and even permitted to lean on his 
boſom, ſays more concerning love to the brethren } 
than any other of the apoſtles. To collect all that 


he writes on this ſubject, would be to tranſcribe a 
conſiderable part of his epiſtles. His addreſſes to 


the children of God are exceedingly tender and pa- | 


thetical, breathing out nothing but the moſt fervent 


love. This ſweet and holy affection had full pol- i 


ſeſſion of his heart, and the expreſſions of it flowed 


freely and abundantly from his lips and his pen, | 
He propoſes the ſerious inquiry, If a man have 


| this world's goods, and ſeeing his brother have 
need, ſhutteth up the bowels of his compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?“ 
He conſiders love to the brethren as that by which 


' we may know that we are paſſed from death unto | 


He. 5 "I 
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If we iove not our brethren whom we have ſeen, 
tow can we love God whom we have not ſeen ? 
All Chriſt's diſciples bear his image; if the original 
be precious to us, we ſhall have ſome regard for the 
picture, however imperfect it may be in the preſent 
late. | 
The love we are to manifeſt to the brethren is 
different, as a ſenſible writer well obſerves, from 
that univerſal benevolence which we owe to men 
in general, and to the regard we have for our na- 
© tral relations in particular, It is an injunttion 
given by our Lord Jeſus to his diſciples ina ſpecial 
manner, A new commandment 1 give unto you, 
that ye love one another. Sometimes it is con- 
nected with the command to believe in Jeſus; to 
ignify unto us, that without faith in him we are 
incapable of loving his followers in a proper man- 
ner. This is his commandment, That we ſhould 
believe on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
love one another, as he gave us commandment.“ 
The love intended, is a love to thoſe who know the 
truth, and that for the truth's ſake which dwelleth 
in them... It is far from being confined to any par- 
icular party or denomination of chriſtians ; the ob- 
jetts of it are, all of every name, place, or nation, 
who give evidence of their being ſaints, and faith - 
ſul brethren in Chriſt Jeſus. | 
e The 
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The motive or reaſon enforcing this love is, 
the regard which the Redeemer has to his followers ;| 
—* As I have loved you, that ye alſo love one an. 
other. To impreſs this injunction the more, he 
repeats it, This is my commandment, That ye 
love one another, as I have loved you.” And hel 
ſhews in what manner he had loved them, in the 


words immediately following: Greater love hath ( 
no man than this, that a man lay down his life for Hh 
his friends.” _ Jeſus did more than this, he laid "M 
down his life for enemies; but as he is here ſpeak. je 
ing of love to one another, as friends and brethren, über 
he enforces his injunction by this inſtance of his 5 
love towards them, confidered as his friends. And H. 
the apoſtle Joln, taking up the idea ſuggeſted by Muc. 
his divine Maſter, ſays, * Hereby perceive we the i, 5 
love of God (the Redeemer) becauſe he laid down ane 
his life for us.” He alfo draws the fame inference . 
from it which his Maſter did, with particular ap- 103 
plication to himfelf, and to thoſe whom he ad- WI... 
dreſſes: Beloved, if God (the Redeemer) ſo] Ky 
loved us, we ought alſo to love one another-—we Hd 
ought (if called to it) to lay down our lives for g 
the brethren.“ This is a new motive to brotherly | ob 
love. A motive peculiar to the goſpel; a motive 
which, in a ſpecial manner, reſpeQts the friends of I c 
Chriſt, for whom he had ſo high a degree of re- 7 


"= 
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„ed, as to lay down his life in their ſtead. In 
le paſſages cited above, it is ſuppoſed, that theſe 
ends of Chriſt believe the great doftrine of 
tonement, and that, as ſuch, they ſhould be in- 
uenced by it to that mutual affection which is 
required of them, by him who ranſomed them 
With his blood. e 

Obedience to this command of our adorable 
@viour, is the grand evidence of our being his 
| rue followers ; By this ſhall all men know that 
'Wic are my diſciples, it ye have love one to ano- 
er.“ Hence it is evident, that the love intended 
WW not a hidden principle in the mind, which diſ- 
1 covers not itſelf in outward acts of kindneſs; for 
ach a love could not point out the ſubjetts of it 
o general notice; it muſt mean an attachment ſo 
incere, ſo fervent, as to be attended with effects 
which all men can ſee; a love which is operative 
ad beneficial; a love indeed and in truth, pro- 
ducing ſuch fruits in all the behaviour of chriſti- 
ans towards one another, as will, in a ſtriking 
ad convincing manner, diſtinguiſh them from 
ll the world beſides, and mark them out to all 
obſervers, as the diſciples of a loving Saviour. 

Nor is this love intended only to produce a 
conviction in others, that the ſubjects of it belong 
o Chriſt; it is alſo to be the evidence of the ſame 

thing 
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thing in their own conſciences. We know that 
we have paſſed from death unto life, becauſe we 
love the brethren : he that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death. —My little children (for ſuch ye 
are to reſemble in true ſimplicity of heart) let us 
not love in word, neither in tongue (only) but 
in deed and in truth. And hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and ſhall aſſure our hearts be. 
fore him. For if our heart condemn us (of being 
deſtitute of this love) God is greater than our 
heart, and knoweth all things. Beloved, if our 
heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
towards God. 1 
Obedience to this new communidment of bro- 
therly love is of ſuch importance in the religion 
of Jeſus, that it 1s evident from the divine word, 
there is no real chriſtianity without it; ſince it is 
not only repreſented as the viſible diſtinction be- 
tween Chriſt's diſciples and the men of the world; 
as the great evidence of our being born of God, 
and having a right knowledge of him ; of his dwell- | 
ing in us, and of our dwelling in him, as the apoſtle 
Jol ſhews; but it is one of the principal evi- 
dences of what is now under our immediate conſi- 
deration; namely, of our regard to Chriſt himſelf, 
or of his being precious to us. Every one that 


loveth him that begat, loveth him alſo that is be- 
6 3 f gotten 
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gotten of him. No man hath ſeen. God at any. 


ime; if we love one another, his love is perfected 


in us.“ As if it had been ſaid, The objects of 


his love, who. bear his holy image, are daily be- 
fore our eyes, that we may have an opportunity 


of teſtifying our love-to him, by ſhewing kindneſs 
% them for his ſake: If therefore we love one 


other, our love to the unſeen Redeemer. pro- 
duces its proper effect, and is proved to be true 


and ſincere.“ Without this operative principle of 
brotherly affection, in vain do we pretend, either 


that Chriſt has the chief place in our hearts, or 
that we are intereſted in his love to us. 


This is that charity concerning which the apoſtle 
Paul writes ſo largely to the Corinthian church. 
He ſhews its excellence above the moſt uſeful and 


extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, and declares, that 
though a man, who is deſtitute of it, ſhould give 
all his goods to feed the poor, and his body to be 
burned, it would profit him nothing. He deſcribes 
this love, as being directly oppoſite to every ma- 


[ lignant. paſſion and diſpoſition ; to pride, ſelfiſh- 
neſs, evil-ſurmiſing, and envy. He ſhews, that 
tis kind, bountiful, and beneſicent; engaging the 


followers of Chriſt, in every prudent and poſſible 
ray, to ſerve one another. He intimates, that in 
the preſent,. imperfe& ſtate, it is requiſite to uſe 

'Y | much 
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much ſelf-denial in maintaining and manifeſting 
this love, and that it requires the exerciſe of humi. 
lity, patience, meekneſs, and long- ſuffering, in 
enduring all trying things, and bearing one ano. | 
ther's burdens. But as on the one hand, it rejoiceth 
not in iniquity, ſo as to bear with a brother in any 
grofs error, or in any practice contrary to the goſ- 
pel, but is ſolicitous to reſtore ſuch a one, in the 
ſpirit of meekneſs; ſo, on the other hand, it re. 
joiceth in the ſaving truth of Chriſt, which ſo glo- 
rioufly manifeſts his love to men. The truth of the 
goſpel is one of the firſt objects of a believer's de- 
light, and his love to the hrethren is juſt in pro- 
portion as he perceives the truth to dwell in them, 
in its power and efficacy ; for he loves them * for 
the truth's ſake which dwelleth in them.” 

'This love, when .compared with faith and hope, 
is ſaid to be greater than either of them, and that 
on two accounts; in the firſt place it excels them 
in duration: for When faith and hope ſhall have 
i ſſued in the ſight and enjoyment of their reſpective 
objects, then love will be made perfect, and it 
will prevail and reign for ever in the regions of 
unfading felicity. And in the ſecond place, love 
may be conſidered as ſuperior to faith and hope, 
even in the preſent ſtate, becauſe, in its nature, it 
is the very image of God. It is one of the prin- 

5 ; cipal 
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cipal things wherein the child of grace reſembles 
his heavenly Father, and is conformed to his like- 
neſs; for * God is love.“ It is that in which the 
believer moſt imitates the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 

the peculiarly endearing, part of his character, his 
love to men. Be followers of God. as dear. chil- 
| dren; and walk in love, as en hath loved us, 

and given himſelf for us. 
= To ſet this article in the molt aciking point 5 
light imaginable, we are expreſsly taught, that by 
this love to the ſaints, as ariſing from love to the 
daviour's name, he will, when he comes to judge 
the world at. the laſt day, diſtinguiſh his own peo- 
ple from all others. Let the reader attentively con- 
ider the account given by the ſupreme Judge him 
ſelf, of what will be the protefs of that awful day, 
in the twenty-fifth chapter of the evangeliſt 
Matthew, They on the left hand will be condemned, 
as having given no proof of attachment to Chriſt, 
by. ſhewing regard to his followers. While to 
thoſe on the right hand the great Judge will ſay, 
Come ye blefſed of my Father, inherit the king. | 
dom prepared for you, from. the foundation of the 
world; for I was an hungered, and ye gave me 
meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave me drink; I was 
| 2X8"... 0 ! 


| * See The Commiſion of Chriſt to hiv Apo TOS 
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a ſtranger, and ye took me in; naked, and ye 
clothed me: I was fick, and ye viſited me; I was 
in priſon, and ye came unto me.—Verily, verily, 
I ſay unto you, in as much as ye have done it unto 
one of the __ of theſe _ Wen; ye have done 
it unto me.” | 
How important then is this evidence of the pre- 
ciouſneſs of Chriſt to our ſouls! How careful 


ſhould we be to cultivate brotherly love, both in 
ourſelves and others! Above all things put on 


charity, which is the bond of perfectneſs; the 


ſweeteſt, the moſt effectual, the moſt perfect, and 


the moſt laſting bond, that ever * united the hearts 
of n men together. e 


SECT. 11. lit 
m Intereſt” 15 precious. | 


IT is not enough for a man to talk in high 


ſtrains of the melting and moving of his affections 


to the Redeemer, to tell of the inward experiences 
he has had, at certain periods, of, love to him, how 
his heart was drawn out to him at this or the other 


time, when, in the general courſe of his life, he is 
indifferent to the cauſe of Chriſt, and unwilling to 


lay out himſelf for the promoting of his kingdom 
among men. We are to. make it manifeſt that 


p 


Chriſt] 


th 
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Chrileis precious to us, by Genet to 
advance his cauſe and intereſt in the world. 


Tranſient elevations of mind may eaſily produce 


words of affection and kindneſs; but words are 
cheap, and religion is more eaſily expreſſed in lofty 
profeſſions than in actions. A practical, ſteady, 


| and perſevering regard for Jeſus Chriſt, is a coſtly 


and laborious thing. It requires much ſelf-denial, 
and vigorous exertions in our daily walk. Men 
are much more eaſily brought to talk about the Sa- 
viour of ſinners, than to hve to him. EY 
We find the true ſpirit of chriſtianity, a as has 


been obſerved on another occaſion, fully exempli- 


fed in the apoſtle Paul. He did not ſatisfy himſelf 


with thoſe ſtrong and ardent expreſſions of love to 
Chriſt, with which his epiſtles every where abound ; 
he exerted himſelf to the utmoſt of his power in 


promoting the intereſt of the Redeemer. 


He expected nothing in fo doing but poverty, 
contempt and hardſhip. He was fo poor, that he 
was frequently under the neceſſity of working with 
his own hands for a morſe] of bread. He chear- 
fully ſubmitted to hunger and nakedneſs, ſtripes 
and impriſonment ; he was content to be counted 
the filth of the world, and the off-ſcouring of all 
things, amidſt his unwearied attempts to glorify 
his divine Maſter, in the converſion of ſinners, and 
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the edification of thoſe who had believed through 
grace. He had eſtabliſhed the kingdom of Chriſt 
in Alia: he had reduced many of the inhabitants of 
Macedonia and Achaia to ſubjeRion to the goſpel; 
he had erected the ſtandard of divine truth in 
Arabia ; yet he purpoſed in the Spirit to go to Spain, 
and then to Feruſalem, ſaying, After I have been 
there, I muſt allo fee Rome.” The univerſe at 
large is but juſt ſufficient to be the field of his vi. 


260 


gorous exertions in the good cauſe, He included 


in the plan of his apoſtolic labours, the metropolis 
and the boundaries of the known world. * 

In this way did this exalted and heavenly man 
make it manifeſt that Chriſt was precious to him, 


And are there left to us no opportunities of proving | 
the ſincerity of our attachment to him? The ſame | 


ſpirit which actuated this noble champion, ſhould 


actuate us, according to our capacity and ability, in 


the more contracted ſphere in which God's provi- 
dence hath fixed us. | 
A period will certainly commence, when the 


kingdom of Chriſt ſhall prevail far and wide; the 


earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as 
the waters cover the ſeas. All the ends of the earth 
ſhall ſee his ſalvation. Princes ſhall be ſubject to 
the Redeemer” 8 ee and Ethiopia ſhall ſtretch 

forth 


ws Hervey. | 
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forth her bands unto God. The folneſs of the 
Gentiles ſhall come in, and all Iſrael be ſaved. 
Our Lord has taught us to pray that his kingdom 
may come; and thoſe who make mention of the 


to preſent their ardent- petitions to him, and give 
bim no reſt, till he eſtabliſh his church through 
the nations, and make her a praiſe in the earth. 

If four hundred millions of our fellow-men are 
yet involved in heatheniſh darkneſs, worſhipping 
the hoſt of heaven, or bowing to ſtocks and ſtones, 
the works of their own hands, the love of Chriſt 
ſhould conſtrain us to exert ourſelves in the pro- 
motion of fuch means as are moſt likely to bring 
them to the knowledge of the true God, and of his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt. We ſhould not ſatisfy ourſelves 
barely with praying for this great event. The ap- 
pointed methods are to be tried, for the accompliſh- 
ment of it, in a dependence on God, and under 
the guidance of his merciful providence. The 
goſpel is ordained to be preached to every creature, 
that its found may go out through all the earth, and 
its words to the ends of the world. 

Many awful events have taken place in Europe, 
of late years, and what will be the iſſue of preſent 
commotions, it is impoſlible for ſuch ſhort-ſighted 
creatures as we are to determine. Our Lord has 
put 
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put a check on our too curious inquiries into faty. 
rity, by ſaying, ** It is not for you to know the times 


or the ſeaſons, which the Father hath put in his own 
power.“ Two circumſtances, however, may ſerve 
to encourage the hearts, and to raiſe the expeQa. | 
tions of praying people :—Amidſt. the deſolations | 


of war, and the daring efforts of infidelity and irre. 


ligion, we have ſeen, on the one hand, a ſurpriſing Þ 


blow given to the root of popiſh tyranny ;* and, on 
| | RT the 


\ 
The capture of Rome, the expulſion of the 
Pope, the overthrow of his ſecular dominion, and the | 
almoſt total annihilation of what has been called, his 
ſpiritual influence, are ſurpriſing events; and they! 


have been effected in a manner equally ſtrange and 
myſterious. That ſuperſtition which produced inh- 


delity, and which, for many ages, had nouriſhed it, 


and promoted its growth in the minds of multitudes, 


is, in theſe eventful days, falling by the hands of its 


own offspring, and its expiring groans reſound in 
every direction. God hath his way in the whirl- 
wind, and in the ſtorm. The wrath of man ſhall 


4 £2 him, and the remainder of wrath will he re- 


rain. Babylon is fallen, is fallen! And the inſtru- 
ment of her deſtruction is infidelity, the fruit of her 


womb.—In like manner, it will hereafter be ſeen, in | 


all probability, that war itſelf will be the means of de- 


ſtroying the military ſyſtem, and of eſtabliſhing the | 


univerſal reign of righteouſneſs and peace; when | 


ſwords ſhall be beaten into plow-ſhares, ſpears into 
proming-hooks, and the nations learn war no more. 
O God! how unſearchable are thy judgments ! Thy 
ways are paſt finding out! FL ies. | 
Confuſion hears thy voice, and wild uproar 
Stands rul'd, | 
f 


th 


| hoods, where it was not known. 
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the other, the zeal of profeſſing chriſtians, of va- 
rous denominations, revived, reſpecting the ad- 
vancement of Chriſt's kingdom, both at home and 
abroad. It is pleaſing to hear of the efforts made 


in different parts of this nation, to turn men from 


darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan 


I unto God, by publiſhing the goſpel, and cauſing 


it to be publiſhed in towns, villages and neighbour- 
Societies are 
formed for the ſupport of itinerant preachers. May 
the Lord of the harveſt fend forth labourers, and 
graciouſly ſucceed the pious endeavours of all thoſe 
who are engaged in this good work! 

Multitudes among us are likewiſe deeply and 
earneſtly concerned for the heathen nations, that 


they might be brought to fee the light of life. 


Liberal contributions are made in different places, 
for the ſupport of miſſionaries, . Many individuals 


have been made willing to leave their deareſt rela- 


tions, to give up all worldly proſpects, to put their 


lives in their hands, and to encounter all the ha- 


zards and dangers to which they may be expoſed, 
in tranſporting themſelves to the moſt diſtant parts 
of the earth, in order to ſpread abroad the ſayour 
of the knowledge of Chriſt amongſt the benighted 
nations. The expence attending theſe undertak= 
ings muſt of courſe be conſiderable ; he, therefore, 
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to whom the cauſe of the Redeemer is precious, | 
has a fair opportunity of manifeſting his regard for 


it, by contributing according to his My for the 
promotion of it. 


It is well known that the efforts of men will not 
be ſucceſsful, without the diſplays of almighty | 
power; but this is no reaſon why the means, which 


infinite wiſdom hath ordained, ſhould not be tried; 


and ſince the hearts of ſo many pious perſons of 

different perſuaſions, and in places far diſtant from : 
one another, are, at this period, affected in the 
ſame Way, there is reaſon to hope that a divine | 


hand is in the work, and conſequently, that the 
iſſue will, in due time, be favourable. 


Reader, is the intereſt of Chriſt precious to * 


Let me then aſk, What have you contributed, 

the way above mentioned, towards the vos 
of it? Poverty is commonly pleaded. in ſuch caſes, 
as an excuſe ; but it is of no avail in the ſight of 
God, ſince, if his word be true, to give is the way 
to get, and to Scatter, the way to increaſe. The 
poor widow, who caſt her two mites into the trea- 
ſury, in the account of God, caſt in more than all 
the reſt, That Jeſus whom we profeſs to love, 
hath ſaid, Gave, and it ſhall. be given unto you: 


good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſhaken together, 


and running over, ſhall men give into your boſom. 
| | For 


Va. 
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for with the ſame meaſure that ye mete withal, it 
hall be meaſured to you again.” —** If there be firſt 


I willing mind, it is accepted, according to that a 


man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not. “ | R 


* When the deſign of the miſſion into India was 
iſt made known, in the year 1799, the author of this 
hook, in a ſhort time, received contributions for the 
zurpoſe, to the amount of two hundred pounds, which 
ie immediately tranſmitted to the treaſurer, Smaller 
ſums have, ſince that time, annually paſſed through 
tis hands, as may be ſeen in the Periodical Accounts, 


Jubliſhed by the ſociety. The miſſionaries, three in 


wmber, are labouring with indefatigable zeal, and 
tient perſeverance, in prayer to God, and conſtant 
reaching to the native Hindoos, to bring them to the 
inowledge of Chriſt, Great numbers attend their 
niniſtrations, and there is ſome hope of ſucceſs ; but 
$ the harveſt is great, and the labourers few, two other 


Inifionaries are to be ſent the preſent year. (1799.) 


The New Teſtament, tranſlated into the Bengalee lan- 
guage, by the unwearied application of our miſſiona- 
nes, is deſigned to be printed, and copies of it diſ- 
rerſed among the natives, as ſoon as poſſible. And 
s great additional expence will be incurred by theſe 
neaſures, it is humbly hoped, that thoſe to whom the 
ntereſt of Chriſt is precious, will manifelt their con- 
cern for the promoting of it, by exerting themſelves 
on the preſent occaſion. | 
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SECT. XIV. 


His Day and Houſe are precious. 


FOR the illuſtration of this, let the reader at- 
tentively obſerve the ſpirit and import of the fol. 
lowing paſſages: „One thing have 1 deſired of the 
Lord, and that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell | 
in the houſe of the Lord all the days of my life, to 5 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
his temple. As the hart panteth after the water. I 


brooks, ſo panteth my ſoul after thee, O God; 


my foul thirſteth for God, for the living God: 
when ſhall I come and appear before God !—My | 
ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, 
in a dry and thirſty land, where no water is: to 
ſee thy power and thy glory, ſo as I have ſeen thee | 


in the ſanctuary.— How amiable are thy tabernacles, } 


O Lord of hoſts! My ſoul longeth, yea, even faint- 
eth for the courts of the Lord : my heart and my 


fleſh cry out for the living God.“ The pious man, 


ſenſible of the diſeaſes of his mind, waits with 
eagerneſs and conſtancy at the pool of divine or- 
dinances for relief, in humble expectation that he 
who prevents the needy and the helpleſs with his 
mercy, will look upon him, and heal him. 


The 


9 


* 
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The day which is to be ſpent in converſe and 
communion with God, in the public and private 
exerciſes of devotion, muſt needs be precious to 
thoſe who love Jeſus. It is the Lord's day. The 
hours of 1t are all his own, to be employed in his 
immediate ſervice, On this day we attend upon 


bim in his ordinances, we ſing his praiſe, we hear 


the words of everlaſting life, and we pay our vows 
to God in the preſence of his people. Surely, a 
day in his courts is better than a thouſand ſpent elſe- 
where, and we ſhould rather chooſe to be door- 
keepers in the houſe of God than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedneſs. Hear what he ſays to us by 
his holy prophet, © If thou turn away thy foot from 
(profaning) the ſabbath, from doing thy pleaſure 
on my holy day; and ſhalt call the ſabbath 
DELIGHT; The Holy of the Lord, Honourable; 
and ſhalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, 
nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking thine 
own words; then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the 
Lord; and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth (to riſe above this tranſitory 
world, and live a heavenly life) and feed thee with 
the heritage of Jacob thy father ; y ide the mouth of 
the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ 

The ſeveral parts of public worſhip to be ebe 


on his holy day, are ſuited to work upon our ſenſes, 
_ 0 and, 
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and, by that means, to awaken pious affections 


within us. In finging the praiſes of God, ſolemnly 


calling upon his name, and hearing the bleſſed pof. 
pel, we find a variety of holy defires, hopes and joys 
excited, and our ſpiritual intereſts greatly promoted. 


-On this day we ſometimes approach to the Lord's 


table, and enjoy that precious-ordinance which is 


wiſely and graciouſly deſigned to revive in our 


minds the remembrance of him who gave his life a : 


ranſom for our ſouls. This inſtitution is happily 


contrived to repreſent, in a lively and ſtriking man- 


ner, the love, the ſufferings, and the death of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, together with the benefits which 


we derive from them. When we unite in this ſo- 


lemnity, all the ſprings of pious affettion ſhould be 
let loofe, while we contemplate the dying agonies 


of the Prince of Peace. We ſhould feel the ſweet | 


meltings of godly ſorrow, and the warmeſt exer- 
tions of gratitude, love and joy. 


The Lord's day, and the worſhip of his houſe } 
are precious, as they are emblematical of that happy 


ſtate and world, 97 


Where congregations ne'er break up, 
And ſabbaths have no end. 


It is in the worſhip and ſervice of God, that we 
are, by _—_— prepared for the enjoyments and 
employ» 
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employments of heaven. How glorious will that 
change be, when we are called from theſe earthly 
courts, to join the general aſſembly and church of 
the firſt-born'! Here we are attended with much 
frailty, infirmity and fin; we are ſometimes ſo op- 
preſſed with a conſciouſneſs of our own vilenels, 


that we are aſhamed to lift up our faces towards 


heaven. But there the pure in heart ſhall ſee God 
without confuſion, Here, we abide not in his ta- 
bernacles, but go and come, as vilitants. There 
we hope to dwell, as inhabitants for ever. And if 
the ordinances of God's houſe be the joy of our 
hearts in this world, if a day in his courts be pre- 
ſerable to a thouſand ſpent elſewhere, what will 
be the worſhip.and the enjoyments of heaven! 


er, 
His Benefits are precious. 


Io be raiſed from a ſtate of death in fin to a 
livine and ſpiritual life; to be brought out of dark- 
neſs into marvellous light; to be delivered from 
ruilt and condemnation; to be juſtified freely by 
the riches of grace, diſplayed in the redemption 
which is by Jeſus Chriſt ; to have welcome accels 
to God; to be treated by him as his adopted chil- 


dren : and to be made heirs according to the hope 
"a8 of 
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of eternal iſe - theſe are ſome of the benefits which | 


we receive by Jeſus Chriſt; benefits which reſult 


from his mediation, and hang cluftering on his 


croſs. And as they are of infinite value in them. 


ſelves, they muft be precious to thoſe that believe, | 
While the chriſtian contemplates theie favours, he | 
is often ready to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, What 
ſhall I render to the Lord for all his benefits to. 


wards me!“ 


Theſe are benefits which will extend their dura. 
rion and happy effects through eternity, In the 
bertowment of them, the God of all grace raiſes } 
us from the duſt and the dunghill, to ſet us among 
princes, even among the princes of his people, 


They are bleſſings worthy of him that beſtows 
them, and ſufficient to exalt the riches of his abound- 
ing grace, to the admiration of all the hoſts of hea- 


ven, and of redeemed men on earth. Theſe are 
the things into which the angels deſire to look. 


They will furniſh matter of admiration, joy, grati- 
tude and delight to thoſe who are intereſted in them 
for ever and ever. How they are affected with 


them, and how precious they are in their eſtima- } 
tion in this world, may be learnt from their own 


language: Blefs the Lord, O my ſoul, and for- 
get not all his benefits. Let all that is within me 
bleſs his holy name. Who forgiveth all thy fins, 
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IC: 
and healeth all thy diſeaſes. Who rotten thy 
lite from deſtruction, and crowneth thee with lov- 
ing-kindneſs and tender mercies.—Bleſſed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
© bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly 
places (or things) in Chriſt ; according as he hath 
choſen us in him before the foundation of the world, 
that we ſhould be holy and without blame before 
him in love.-—Behold, what manner of love the 
J Father hath beſtowed: on us, that we ſhould be 
called the ſons of God! It doth not yet appear what 

we ſhall bes but we know that, when he ſhall ap- 
pear, we ſhall be like him ; for we ſhall lee him as 
be is.“ | 
In the day of his glorious appearance, he will re- 
ceive us with acclamations of joy and triumph, into 
his own palace in the new Feruſalem, where we 
ſhall have the bright viſion of his face, and be made 
partakers of ſuch exalted felicity as 1t cannot now 
enter into our hearts to conceive. There are no 
benefits like thoſe which our divine Redeemer be- 
| ſlows; there are none to be compared with them. 
How precious are thy thoughts and deſigns of love 
unto me, O God, how great is the ſum of them ! 
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SECT. XVI. 


Ihs Chaſtiſaments are precious. 


THE believer's love to Jeſus Chriſt not only 
continues under the rod of correction, but is quick. 
ened and increaſed by it. Thus it is diſtinguiſhed 
from that pretended love, which ſubſiſts only in 
proſperity. The afflicted chriſtian is enabled to 
conlider, that whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, 


and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth, and 


that he affliéts us not for his own pleaſure, but for 
our profit, to make us partakers of his holineſs. 
The Lord can ſo manifeſt himſelf to his afflicted 
people, and cauſe his goodneſs to paſs before them 
in {ſuch a manner, that the ſeaſon of affliction ſhall 
be to them a ſeaſon of great conſolation. He is to 


them a fountain of life, of ſtrength, of grace and 
comfort in the trying hour, and of his fulnefs they 


receive, as their neceflittes require. The men of 


the world are totally ignorant of theſe divine ſup- 


ports. As they have no guide in the time of proſ- 
perity, but are carried along with the ſtream to- 


wards the gulph of perdition, ſo in adverſity they | 
bave no reſource, but muſt teel all the bitterneſs 
of affliction, without finding divine ſupport under 


it, or deriving ſpiritual advantage from it, 


* 
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The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a ſun to enlighten and 
chear his afflicted followers, and a ſhield to defend 
them. He is a hiding- place from the ſtorm, a co- 
vert from the tempeſt, and as the ſhadow of a great 
rock in a weary land. | Pe 

All the afflictions of his people are deſigned, un- 
der his gracious management, to prove, to make 
manifeſt, and to exerciſe thoſe graces and virtues 
which he has* implanted in them. Though afflic- 
tions in themſelves are not joyous but grievous, 


nevertheleſs they yield the peaceable fruits of 


righteouſneſs in them who are exerciſed thereby. 
They ſerve to quicken the ſpirit of devotion in us; 
to rouſe us from that formality and indifference 
which frequently attend a long courſe of eaſe and 
proſperity. We are conſtrained to feek God with 
lincerity and feryour, when his chaſtening hand 
is upon us, ſince we then feel our abſolute need of 


that help and deliverance which he only can give 
us, © b N 
They 


* When the lofs of a temporal enjoyment caſts us 
into exceſſive deſpondency and deje&ion, it is evident 
that what we have loſt was the object of our inordi- 
nate love. The moſt innocent attachments ceaſe to 
be innocent, when they preſs too ſtrongly upon us. 


To cleave to any created object, and to look for hap- 


pineſs from it, is to ſet it up in God's throne, and 


make an idol of it, Should this object be a ns a 
| | | | bro- 
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They ſerve moſt effectually to convince us of the 
vanity of all that ihis world can afford; to remind 
us that this is no! our reſt; and to ſtir up our de. 
fires and hopes reſpecting our everlaſting home. 
They produce in us a ſpirit of ſympathy towards 
our companions in tribulation, They give og. 
| fion for the exerciſe of patience, meekneſs, ſub. 
miſſion and reſignation. Were it not for the whole. 8 
fome and neceſſary diſcipline of affliction, theſe } 
excellent virtues would lie dormant. How then | 
could it be known by ourſelves or others, that we | 
have the mind in-us which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus? 
They ſerve to convince us more deeply of our own 
weakneſs and inſufficiency, and to endear the per- 
fon, the grace, the promiſes and the ſalvation of 
our 


brother, a wife, or a child, the idolatry is ſtill odious 
in the eyes of that God to whom we owe our chief 
affection. Our warmeſt paſſions, our moſt fervent 
love, our defire, our hope and our confidence, ſhould 
always have him for their object. The perfect felicity 
of the ſaints, in the life to come, will conſiſt in the 
enjoyment of God; and it is his pleaſure that their 
preſent happineſs ſhould not centre in any of the 
good things of this life.—Loſfſes and diſappointments 
are the trials of our faith, our patience, and our obe- | 
dience. When we are in the midſt of proſperity, it 
is difficult to know whether it is a love for the Bene- 
factor, or only for the benefits, which attaches us to 
religion. It is in the midſt of adverſity that our piety 
is put to the trial. | | 


_ Affliction is the good man's ſhining ſcene, 
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L Aww | 
our Redeemer, more and more to our hearts. Thus 
we are taught to eſteem his very chaſtiſements 
precious, on account of the benefit we de- 
rive from them; even as Mo/es efteemed the re- 
proach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures 
of Egypt; and the apoſtles rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of 
Jeſus, © We glory in tribulation alſo, becauſe 
tribulation worketh patience, and patience expe- 
rience, and experience hope.” 

An eminent French Proteſtant writer ſays, * Love 
to God is not only continued in a chriſtian under 
the rod of correction, but it is inflamed, or in- 
creaſed ; contrary to that falſe love which ſubſiſts 
only in proſperity, and is quite extin& in adverſity. 
For falſe love in religion flows only from temporal 
intereſt, and is dependent on irregular ſelf- love; 
but true love to God regards his glory and our ſal- 
vation, two things which can never be ſeparated ; 
becauſe God has united them ſo, that they conſti- 
tute the very eſſence of religion. Whenever, then, 
it pleaſes God to chaſtiſe us, theſe two great in- 
tereſts, his glory and our ſalvation preſent them- 
ſelves before our eyes; and whether we con- 
fider chaſtiſements as the fruits of our own fins, 
which have offended God; or as paternal ſtrokes, 


to eſtabliſh us in holineſs, they cannot but ſerve 
| to 


. —— — 
— — 5 — — — — 
- 9 — — 
— 


VP — — ee — — 


—— ee 


—— nt 1 1 
—_— — —_— — —— "EF " _ . 

> : — — - —— SG Cm 

"Ma Se — - 8 — ——— thy AA 

_ LC ng — — —— 
. ron en gon — — —— 
. * x Lacs! MAID o 8 — 
—— — — — — 3 15 27 ——— 
: —— 
— * oo j — — —— — — _ * = a2 
3 — AN 2 — Sonu, 2 — a - 
— == 2 2 


4 „„ 2 — — — 
Be rr 
TO et AE NR —— Io 
: — — 
— 5 by Re 
- » 


———ä — FE 


— ———— — 


uh 
18! 
i: 

©] 

; 

it 

7% 

} 
"tt 
i} 
+ 
1 ; 
i 

I 

F. 7 
$ 15 
1 1 
15 
$i : 


— — 
. — — ͤ 
S „ 


— — Da > ne. de 8 
1 


I Ws 2 — ' 2 MASS 4 
—— — 8 4 


276 CHRIST PRECIOUS: 


„% 4. 46+ 


to promote our love. Add to theſe, that, when a a 
believer ſees his God frown, he cannot but fear, 
in ſome ſenſe, that his wrath will go farther, | 
Hence theſe expreſſions of the Pſalmiſt, Forſake | 


me not, O Lord ; O my God, be not far from me!” 


When he is apprehenſive that God will torſake | 


him, he ſtretehes forth the arms of his love to- 


wards him, he weeps on his boſom, he follows | 
the example of the two diſciples with reſpect to 
their divine Maſter, they conſtrained him, ſay- | 


ing, Abide with us.“ * 
Afflictions are not to puniſh, but to purity the be- 
Heving foul. They are not in wrath, but in mercy. 


Amidſt the diſtreſſes and miſeries of life, it is a 


felicity to belong to him, without whoſe permiſ- 
ſion or appointment no evil can befal us; who 
only permits affliftions for our good, who knows 
by experience what it is to ſuffer them, and whoſe 
kind hand will ſpeedily put a period to all the 


pains we feel, when we have derived from them 


all the good he intends to do us by them. 

An ungodly man, in affliction, is like a ſhip at 
ſea in a ſtorm, without pilot, without anchor, 
without cable, chart or compaſs, or even the moſt 
diſtant view of the haven of reſt and ſafety. It is 
far otherwiſe with the afflicted believer. The 
le in] ſtormy 
* Monſ. 9 
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ſtormy winds and raging waves of the ocean, in 
all their fury, beat upon his little bark, and he 
ſometimes cries, © All thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me; my ſtrength and my hope are 


periſhed from the Lord! But in this diſtreſs he is 


ſtill ſupported, when he is enabled to reflect, that 
his God and Father ſitteth upon the floods, and ruleth 
the raging of the ſea; that all the waves thereof are 
at his direction, and though they ſeem to threaten 
his ruin, they ſhall anſwer the purpoſes of his final 
afety, by bringing him nearer and nearer to the 
haven where he would be. He has much fatis- 
faction from a review of his chart and compals ; 
he perceives that he 1s in a right courſe, though 
for the preſent the ſea be rough and ſtormy. His 
anchor too 1s good, his pilot is able and ſkilful; 
he confides in him who fits at the helm, with the 
greateſt ſecurity, and, at ſome ſeaſons, the withed- 
for port of peace and reſt appears in view. He 
then rejoices in proſpe& of the triumph which 
will attend his ſafe arrival, when he ſhall ride into 
the harbour, amidſt the acclamations of thoſe who 
are waiting to receive him, to partake of their un- 
mingled joy, and live in eternal repoſe. 


How many, how ſuitable, how ſovereign are 


the ſupports our heavenly Father affords to his 
afflicted children! They make the affliction, 
which 
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which in itſelf would ſeem heavy and tedious, ap. 


pear to be light, and but for a moment. It is hap. 
pier to be in the furnace of affliction with theſe 
ſupports, than to be in the higheſt proſperity with. 
out them. Bleſſed with the hopes and comforts 
of religion, the true chriſtian would prefer the lot 


of Lazarus, with all the poverty and diſtreſs which 
he endured, to that of the rich man, who, amidſt | 
all the ſplendour and affluence which this world 


could afford, lived a life of alienation from God, 


and deſtitute of the ſovereign ſupports which can 
be enjoyed by thoſe only who love and fear him. 


SECT. XVII. 


His Example is precious. 


AMONG all the advocates for morality | 


which ancient or modern times have furniſhed, we 
cannot find one complete pattern of . purity. But 


in Jeſus we have a perfect example; an example 


which has the force of a law, and contains the 


ſtrongeſt inducement to holineſs. We ſee, in our 
divine Leader, the ſeveral precepts of God's word 


drawn out in living characters. We behold them 
reduced to practice, and repreſented to the life, in 
the Whole of his conduct towards God and man. 


We e fee one in our nature, amidit all the aſſaults of 
F 4 temp- 
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temptation, amidſt all the oppoſition which ma- 
lignity could invent, and all the allurements of this 
guilty world, behaving in a manner exactly agreea- 
ble to the dictates of the divine law, and leaving 
us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps. 
And ſurely, it muſt be delightful, not only to con- 
template his character, but, to the utmoſt of our 
power, to imitate the moſt perfect pattern that ever 
was exhibited. It muſt be deſirable, by conſtant 
and ſtrenuous exertions, according to our meaſure, 
to endeavour to trace the ſteps of his lovely feet. 
„He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf 
alſo to walk even as he walked.” 

It is impoſſible to contemplate the character of 
Jeſus, with ſerious and devout attention, and not 
be charmed withit. We ſee in him all the human 
paſſions in the higheſt perfection. His joys were 
grave, his griefs were juſt ; his gentleneſs and his 

ſeverity, his inflexibility and his humanity, were 
| in perfect harmony with each other. He diſco- 
vered great tenderneſs and genuine affection on all 
occaſions, Senſibility to human woe was his real 
character. a | 

As he did no ſin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth, ſo, on the other hand, every ſhining virtue 
was exemplified in him to a very high degree. His 
'owlineſs and meekneſs; his contempt of the world; 
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his heavenly temper; his love to the Father, and 
zeal for his honour; his activity and diligence in 
doing good; his ſubmiſſion to the Father's will; 


his patience amidſt the heavieſt and ſevereſt ſuffer. | 
ings; his conſtancy in the exerciſes of retired de. 


votion ; and his praying for his enemies who ſpilt 
his blood, can never be ſufficiently admired. * 


Let me imitate his example of goodneſs, now he | 


is ſeated on his throne of glory.—Has he pardoned 
my fins? Let me learn to forgive my offending 


fellow-creatures. Has he had patience with me, | 
and borne with my manners from year to year? 
EET 17 Let 


* The command of Chriſt is our rule, his life is 
the copy which he hath ſet us. If you would walk | 


holily, you muſt not only endeavour to do what 
Chriſt commands, but labour to do the work as he 
did it, Let the various actions of your lives be per- 
formed in a holy imitation of him. Thus you will re- 
preſent Chriſt on earth, and hold him forth to all that 
{ce you. | 
Set Chriſt in his holy example before you, as the 
painter would the perſon whole picture he intends to 
draw. This is a pleaſant and ethcacious way of main- 
taining the power of holineſs, | 
When you are tempted to any vanity, ſet the bleſſed 
Redeemer before you, confider his example, and aſk 
vourſelf, How would my Lord and Maſter have atted 
in ſuch a caſe? Would he have ſpent his time upon 


ſuch trifles? Would he have ſpoken ſo and ſo, or 


done this or the other thing which 1 am ſolicited to 
do? And ſhall I give way to that which would be a 
manifeſt deviation from his gxample? God forbid. 
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Let me ſtrive to exerciſe patience towards un- 
grateful men. Does he ſcatter his favours abroad, 
and communicate felicity to his creatures? Let me 

imitate him in being ready to diſtribute. Is he 
continually mindtul of me, are his cares for my 
welfare and ſalvation inceſſant? Let me be con- 
cerned for the preſent and everlaſting well-being 
of others, who are united to me by the ties of na- 
ture, of- ſociety, and of religion. 

Mark his unwearied attivity through the whole 
of his life in this world. He who laid the foun- 
dations of the earth, and by his excellent wifdom 
made the heavens, who ſhakes the ſyſtem he has 
made, and the pillars thereof tremble; who ſeals 
up the ſtars, and ſpeaketh to the ſun, and it ſhineth 
not; he diſdained not to fix a mark of honour upon 
induſtry and diligence, being employed in the 
humble occupation of a carpenter, before he en- 
tered on his public miniſtry, The Zews faid- of 
him, Is not this the carpenter?” _ 

O chriſtians, fix your eyes intenſely. on the 
great exemplar, Thus you will, through divine 
grace, daily grow in love with his meekneſs, pa- 
tience, and” lowlineſs of heart. Can you grow 
angry and impatient at trifles, when you view the 
Son of God enduring ſuch contradiction of fin- 


ners aan himſelf, without the leaſt complaint? 
A a 2 Can. 


— 
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Can you repine under any afflictions, though ever 
ſo ſevere, when you conſider, how it pleaſed the 
Father to bruiſe the Son of his love, while he, with 
divine ſubmiſhon ſaid, © O my Father, if this cup 
may not paſs from me, except I drink it, thy will 
be done!“ 

The more I contemplate his amiable character, 
while he ſojourned on earth; the more I am de- 
lighted with it. To have the ſame mind in me 


which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, and to tread in his 


ſteps, ſhould be my conſtant aim. Thoſe who are 
received by him to the poſſeſſion of everlaſting 
felicity in heaven, have humbly traced his footſteps 
upon earth. Of them it is ſaid, * Theſe are they 
which follow the Lamb whitherſoever he goeth.” | 
They are led by him, even in the celeſtial world, to 
the enjoyment of ever-new delights, and of plea- 
{ures for evermore. 

* Blefſed Saviour, may thy holy example be 
ever before mine eyes, in its moſt illuſtrious and 
transforming light! O that all the devout affections 
which reigned in thy heart, when thou didſt ſo- 
journ with men upon earth, might alſo, in ſome | 
meaſure, reign in mine. O that I could copy out 
the wonders of thy zeal for the honour of thy Fa- 
ther, and of thy love and compaſſion for the ſinful 


and miſerable ſons of men. Thy holy affettions 


were 
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were engaged in every act of worſhip, with divine 
ardour and fervency. I am aſhamed to think of the 
coldneſs, the dulneſs, and the formality of my 
prayers and praiſes, O let the ſacred fire of true 
devotion be kindled in my boſom. Melt down my 
hard and unfeeling heart, and mould my ſpirit after 
thy likeneſs. Inflame my whole ſoul with love to 
thee, as a happy preparative for the enjoyment of 
thy preſence in glory. 


. eo · 5 · 1. . 4.4 4 44 
HAP. V. 
Improvement of the Subject. 


HAT has been ſaid on this ſubjett may 
| ſerve to convince us, that the evangeli- 
cal ſyſtem is a righteous and an equitable one. It 


has been objected againſt it, that while faith in 


Jeſus Chriſt is ſo much inſiſted on, as the point of 
diſtinction between the good and the bad; the grand 
criterion, by which the ſtates of men will be finally 
determined, we derogate from the holineſs and 
juſtice of God, as if he paid no regard to their diſ- 
poſitions of mind, or their moral characters. It 
appears, from what has been advanced, that none 
poſſeſs any moral excellence in themſelves, pre- 


2 © viouſly | 
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viouſly to their believing in Jeſus Chriſt, with the 
faith of the operation of God; but that divine 
grace produces a difference; and ſuch a difference, 
as proves that the Zudge of all acts agreeably to his 
own perfections, both when he ſaves, and when he 
condemns, | 

It will be found at laſt, that the real cauſe of 


men's rejection of the truth, is. a rooted averſion 


to that purity of heart and conduct which it re- 
quires. © This is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darknels ra- 
ther than light, becauſe their deeds were evil. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth the light, leſt his 
deeds ſhould be reproved.“ This is a plain ac- 
count why ſo many continue in unbelief; an ac- 
count which cannot be controverted. Sinners are 
obſtinately attached to wicked habits; they ſtumble 
at the word, being diſobedient; this is the grand 
reaſon aſſigned for their infidelity. On this ground, 
if they are not happily brought to repentance, the 
ſentence of condemnation will be pronounced 
againſt them at laſt; and the equity of it will be 
acknowledged by. angels, and the whole aſſembled 


world. | Ee po, | 
On the other hand, while the true chriſtian 1s 
juſtified freely by divine grace, he is, at the ſame 
time, renewed in the ſpirit of his mind. In conſe- 

quence 


oP 
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quence of this, a total change of conduct takes 
place; old things paſs away, behold, all things be- 
come new. To him that believes, Jeſus is precious; 
this is evidently proved by the whole of his beha- 
viour, both towards God and man. And at the 
laſt day, though he will be far from preferring 
any claim of merit, yet his works will be taken no- 
tice of, as the fruits of his faith, and as evidences 
of the ſincerity of his love. His holy practice will 
then be a public and undeniable teſtimony, that 
God hath ſaved him in a way perfectly conſiſtent 
with that love of righteouſneſs which is eſſential to 


his nature. 


© Their faith and works brought forth to 2 5 
Shall make the world confeſs | 

My fentence of reward is right, 
And heav'n adore my grace.” 


2. We hence ſee how neceſſary it is, that men 
ſhould he thoroughly convinced of their abſolute 
need of ſuch a Saviour as Jeſus is. He is precious 
to none but thoſe who know that they are abſolutely 
undone without him. To you that believe he 1s 
precious; but no man believes in him without a 
ſenſe of need. Sufficient proof of this has already 
been offered. 


Sinner, you have violated the holy, juſt, 3 
| righ- 
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righteous law of God, your Maker and Sovereign. | 
That law condemns you for ten thouſand tranſgreſ. 
ſions committed againſt it. Look into the records | 
of your own conſcience. Conſider what you have 
done from your infancy to the preſent moment. 
Remember that your ſins expoſe you to the wrath 
of the Almighty, and render you deſerving of ever. 
laſting puniſhment ; for the wages ot fin is death. 
You are every moment in danger of eternal deſtruc- 
tion. Your condition is miſerable. God is ſtrictly 
juſt, and, to impenitent ſinners, a conſuming fire. 
In yourſelf, you are utterly helpleſs. \ Nothing you 
can do will be of any avail for your, relief. Be 
deeply ſenſible of your undone condition, your ab- 
ſolute miſery; and know that there is no help, no 
ſalvation for you but in Chriſt. Without this con- 
viction, you will remain in a ſtate of indiflerency 
towards him. You will never fly to him for re- 
fuge, as the only hope ſet before you; you will 
never believe in his name, nor love his perſon. 
You will never put a proper value on his atoning 
facrifice, as that alone which delivers from the 
wrath to come, procures pardon, peace with God, 
and. everlaſting ſalvation. Conſider theſe things 
with all ſeriouſneſs, and without a moment's delay. 
Life and death are ſet before you ; life, if you be- 
lieve in the Saviour's name; death, if you diſregard 
him. Con- 


* 
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Conſider the caſe of a malefactor, condemned 
to die for the violation of the laws of his country. 
The ſentence is paſſed upon him, and the day ap- 
proaches for the execution of it. His ſtate is awful, 
his danger 1s great, but not to be compared with 
yours. O that you may be deeply and abidingly 
convinced of your perilous ſituation! On this con- 
viction your ſafety depends. 

3. It will appear, from what has been advanced, 
that the number of thoſe, to whom Chriſt is pre- 
cious, is but ſmall, The groſsly ignorant have no 
regard for him, becauſe they know not his worth. 
Thoſe who are notoriouſly erroneous do nt love 
him; for they who do not believe and receive the 
truth of Chriſt, do not love his perſon. * If any 
man love me, he will keep my words;“ by his 
words we are to underſtand the doctrines which he 
taught, as well as his precepts and commands. The 
openly wicked and profane can ſurely pretend to no 
regard for Chriſt. They are juſtly characterized 
haters of God. © His citizens hated him, and ſaid, 
We will not have this man to reign over us.” All 
thoſe who perſecute the godly are confeſſedly ex- 
cluded; for how can they love the Head who per- 
ſecute the members of the body ? To the covetous 
and worldly-minded Chriſt is not precious; for 


* love the world, and “ if any man love the 
world, 
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world, the love of the Father is not in him.“ They 
who are under the dominion of fin are not the per. 
ſons in queſtion; for the dominion of fin conſiſts | 
principally in the love of it, and, by conſequence, 
in a willing ſubjection to it. Now, the prevailing | 
love of fin is inconſiſtent with the love of Chriſt, 
All mere formal profeſſors of religion, and all ſelf. 
righteous perſons ſtand excluded in this inquiry, 
They have confidence in the fleſh, and therefore | 
rejett the ſure foundation laid in Zion. 

When all theſe different claſſes of mankind are 
ſet aſide, the number left will be but ſmall. Mul- 
titudes are either groſsly ignorant, enemies to the 
truth, openly profane, perſecutors of the godly, 
lovers of the world, under the dominion of fin, or 
ſuch as make an empty profeſſion of religion, and 
go about to eftabliſh their own righteouſneſs, 
Hence, thoſe to whom Chriſt is precious are but 
few. * Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life; and few there be that find 
it. While, wide is the gate, and broad is the way, 
which leadeth to deſtruction; and many there be 
which go in thereat.“ | 

4. Let every man beware of concluding himſelf 
| a believer in Chriſt, upon flight and inſufficient 
grounds. The primitive ſocieties of God's people, 
in all probability, had fewer mere nominal chriſti- 

ans 
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ans among them than the churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt generally have at the preſent day. There 


were not many, who, from their infancy, were 
trained up in the ways of religion and godlineſs. 
So that the danger of deception is, in ſome reſpedts, 
greater now, than it was in the days of the apoſtles; 
ſince it is the common cuſtom among us, to make 
a ſort of external profeſſion of chriſtianity. 

But let us remember, that the true believer em- 
braces the truths of God in his underſtanding, and 
acquieſces in them with his whole heart; his medi- 
tation is fixed on the attributes of God, and the 
lovelineſs, worth and excellency of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt; he ſets the Lord before him, and ſteadily 
aims at a conformity to his will, to his image, and 


to his example; and he experiences the powerful 


efficacy of the divine word, to eſtabliſh him in 


virtue and holineſs. I cannot be a true diſciple of 


Jeſus, unleſs he teach me by his grace, renew me 


by his Spirit, waſh me by his blood, and form my 


heart to obey his commands, and imitate his meek- 
neſs, humility, condeſcenſion, zeal and love. I 
muſt ſubmit to his authority without heſitation, and 
be ready to reduce to praftice the knowledge I 
have of his truths and ways. True faith transforms 
the whole man. It delivers the ſinner from the 

| ty- 
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tyranny of his paſſions, and purifies both the heart 
and life. 

5. As it is life eternal to know Jeſus Chriſt, ſo 
it is death eternal to be ignorant of him. The 
knowledge of him is not only neceſſary to all the 
graces, to all the duties, and to all the comforts of 
chriſtianity, but it is neceſſary to the very exiſtence 
of chriſtianity. They who know not Jeſus Chriſt, 


know not the way of peace, and if they die in FO [9 


ſtate, their end will be miſerable. 

If you have not that knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
which is attended with love to his name, you lic 
under a moſt dreadful ſentence of condemnation. 
* If any man love not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let 
him be anathema, maranatha,” that 1s, let him be 
accurſed when the Lord ſhall come. Will he, at 
his coming, annul this awful denunciation? No; 

he will deſcend from heaven in flaming fire, to 
take vengeance on them that know not God, and 
that obey not the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Conſider this, O thou who haſt no ſincere regard 
for the precious Redeemer. Where wilt thou hide 
thy guilty, thy defenceleſs head, when he ap- 
peareth? It will, by and by, be ſaid, © The great 
day of his wrath is come, and who _ be able to 


ſtand!“ 


6. Conſider, my dear 6 that as 
Jeſus 


* 
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Jeſus Chriſt is the Former of all things, you were 
made by him, and therefore you ought to love 
him. He has endowed you with a rational and an 
immortal foul, a foul capable of knowing and of 
loving him ; and will you with-hold that love from 
him which he ſo juſtly demands ? Perhaps you are 
are a profeſſor of religion, yet if Chriſt is not pre- 
cious to you, your profeſſion is unprofitable, In 
that divine book called the Bible, you have the 
hiſtory of his life, his ſufferings, and his death; 
you have a clear diſplay of his dignity, his glory, 
his power to ſave, and his infinite and unbounded 
love to ſinners. Can you read all this, and not 
love him? 

Can you love thoſe inferior objects, in which 
you apprehend there are ſome comparative degrees 
of excellence, and can you not love Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is altogether lovely, and the ſum of all excel- 
lence and perfection? Do you reſpett thoſe on 
whom God hath conferred ſome meaſure of honour, 
authority and power; and do you not love Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is the Lord of glory, and to whom, as 
Mediator, all power is given, both in heaven and 
earth? Do you reſpe& a fellow- creature poſſeſſed 
of wiſdom and learning, and do you not love Jeſus 
Chriſt, in whom are hid all the treaſures of wil 


dom and knowledge? Do you eſteem a man who. 1s 
| IG liberal, 
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liberal, generous or bountiful; and have you no 
love for him, who giveth us all things richly to en. 
Joy, and who, by giving his life a ranſom tor 
our ſouls, is become the Author of eternal ſalvation, 
with all its glorious bleſſings and privileges? You 
profeſs to have a ſincere value for your friends, 
'who have ſhewn you many acts of kindneſs; and 
will you not love the Friend of ſinners ? Remember 
his words; Greater love hath no man than this, | 
that a man lay down his life for his friends.” He 
only can reſcue you from eternal deſtruction; he 
only can beſtow upon you pardon, righteouſneſs, 
peace, and everlaſting felicity ; and ſhall ſuch a 
triend have no place in your heart? 

Do you love liberty? and can you be indifferent 
towards him, whole othce it 1s to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the priſon to 
them that are bound? There is no deliverance from 
the condemnation of the law, the hand of avenging 
Juſtice, the tyranny of Satan, the dominion of ſin, 
and the power of death and the grave, but by him. 
Do you love peace and pleaſure; and can you dil- 
regard the Prince of peace, who reconciles ſinners 
to God, by the blood of his croſs, and gives true 
peace of conſcience, together with joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory? 

There is every thing in Chriſt to encourage poor 


F un- 
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ſinners to apply.to him, to look for ſalvation in his 
name, and to inſpire their hearts with love to his 
perſon, There are motives and arguments of every 
kind to excite you to chooſe him for your Saviour; 
your Friend, and your portion. You are guilty ; 
but his blood cleanſeth from all fin, You are mi- 
ſerable ; but he is rich in mercy. You are helpleſs; 
but he 1s mighty to ſave, You are impoveriſhed; 
but his riches are unſearchable. His treaſures of 
grace are inexhauſtible. Approach unto him, be 
not afraid of a diſappointment ;. he has aſſured my 
he will in no wiſe caſt you out. 

There is an inexhauſtible fulneſs in him, an- 
ſwerable to all your neceſſities, be they ever ſo 
many, or ever ſo great. He 1s the ever- flowing, 


the overflowing fountain of living waters. He is 


able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
aſk or think. It hath pleaſed the Father, that in 
him all fulneſs ſhould dwell; and from his fulneſs 


needy ſinners receive, and grace for grace. His 


kindneſs and mercy are unbounded. If the kind- 
neſs of men has a tendency to win your hearts, 
how much more ſhould the infinite love of Jeſus 
conſtrain you to love him! He is the only-begotten 


Son, the moſt dearly beloved of the Father. He 


is worthy of the Father's love, who ſays of him, 


«IMB my beloved Son, in whom. I am- pleaſed.” 
| B b 2 _ Surely 
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Surely then, it is reaſonable, it is highly proper that 
he ſhould be the object of your love. 

7. Let thoſe who regard the comfort, the peace 
and the proſperity of their own ſouls, apply them- 
ſelves to the ſtudy of Jeſus Chriſt, and daily aſpire 
after more knowledge of him. All that is excellent, 
all that is deſirable, all that is comfortable is con- 
centered in him. He is fairer than the children of 
men, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand, and alto- 
gether lovely. O how unſpeakably, how infinitely 
precious! Itis life eternal to know him. No know- 
ledge ſo enlivening, ſo chearing, ſo comfortable 
as the knowledge of Chriſt. It 1s ever new, ever 
freſh in excellency, to thoſe who aſpire after it. 
If we deſire to be conformed to his blefſed image, 
we ſhould labour to have our thoughts, as much as 
poſſible, employed in contemplating his excellency ; 
that we may be able to comprehend with all ſaints, 
what is the length and breadth, the depth and height 
of the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, 
This is the way to increaſe in holineſs and in hap- | 
pineſs; or, to uſe the more emphatic language 
of the apoſtle, to be filled with all the fulneſs of 
God.” For while we with open face behold, as 
in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
into the ſame image from glory to glory, even as 


50 the Spirit of the Lord.“ 
5 It 
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It is not probable that Jeſus Chriſt ſhould be 
very precious to thoſe who are not acquainted with 
the glorious pertettions of his perſon, his tran- 
ſcendent worth, and ſurpaſſing excellency. Love 
is founded in knowledge. When we have ſuitable 
diſcoveries of his glory, our wills are inclined and 
determined to make choice of him, as our Saviour, 
and our all- ſufficient portion. And affection to 


him 1s maintained and continued in its warmth and 


fervour, by frequent meditation on his perſon, his 
love, his infinite excellence and preciouſneſs. If 
we loſe ſight of his ineffable glories, his perfect 
righteouſneſs and ſaving power, our attachment to 
him, as the ſpring of our happinels, will be 
weakened, and the fervency of our regard for him 
will be abated. | 
No motions of the ſoul are ſo ſweet and delight- 
ful as thoſe which are directed to the Fountain of 
happineſs. The out-goings of the heart after 
Chriſt are pleaſant, eſpecially when he is pleaſed 
to manifeſt himſelf unto us, as he does not to the 
world. There is a mixture of heavenly comfort in 
the love we feel to ſo worthy an object. Whom 
having not ſeen ye love; in whom, though now ye 
ſee him not, yet believing, oy reioice with joy un- 
ſpeakable, and full of glory.“ 
8. It Jeſus Chriſt be ſo ſuperlaively precious 
B b 3 | | in 
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in himſelf, we have reaſon to be aſhamed that we 
love him no more. Alas! how languid are our 
affections towards him who is altogether lovely, and 
how eaſily are our hearts captivated with vanity and 
trifles! This is matter of humiliation, grief, and 
ſorrow. It is remarked in the life of 7% Mollus, 
an eminent diſciple of Jeſus, that he was ſometimes 
obſerved to be in heavineſs, and to weep bitterly; 
when his friends inquired into the cauſe of his 
trouble, his uſual- anſwer was, Oh! it grieves 
me, that I cannot bring this heart of mine to love 
Jeſus Chriſt more fervently.” \ 

Is not our love to the Redeemer very ſmall, in 
compariſon with that to which ſome of his followers 
have attained ? Have not thouſands: of martyrs joy- 
fully endured the moſt cruel pains and tortures for 
the love which they bore to him? O what bleſſed 
lives did the primitive diſciples of Chriſt live! 
What divine ſatisfaction, what heavenly ſplendour, 
what convincing power attended their practice, 
while their whole ſouls, with all their affections 
were devoted to their Redeemer, and engaged in 
the affairs of his kingdom! They lived on earth 
as the heirs of heaven ought to do. 

May we not juſtly be aſhamed that we have this 
precious Saviour ſo little in our thoughts. For- 
getful of him, our thoughts range abroad on a thou- 
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ſand ſubjetts to little profit, nay, often to our 
hurt. If we examine our thoughts for one day, 
how few of them have been employed upon him 
who ſhould be our higheſt love, and neareſt our 
hearts! Is not this matter of lamentation? Is it not 
a ſad indication of the indifferency of our minds 
towards him? A warm and fervent love would 
bring him often to-our remembrance. We ſhould 
ſay with the Pſalmiſt, © In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me, thy comforts delight my ſoul.” 
Or, as he ſays in another place, My meditation 
of him ſhall be ſweet; I will be glad in the Lord.” 
Can they rejoice in the Lord alway, who very 
rarely think of him? * Where your treaſure 1s, 
there will your hearts be alſo.” Every man thinks 


much on that which is higheſt in his eſteem, and 


deareſt to his affections. This is a fact the truth of 
which cannot be called in queſtion. But if we 
judge of our regard for Chriſt by this rule, what 
reaſon have we for deep humiliation before him! 
What ſlender proof do we give that he is precious 
to us! How low, how faint and feeble is our re- 
gard for him! 

Thought being the immediate attendant of love, 
where love is ſtrong and fervent, it powerfully 
engages the heart to habitual muſing on the beloved 


object. And therefore when the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
; | « O0 
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„O how love I thy law,” he adds, © it is my me- 
ditation all the day.” 

Is it poſlible that we ſhould ſpend any day of our 
lives without thinking on what Jeſus Chriſt has 
done for us? His aſtoniſhing love, in becoming 
incarnate, ſojourning more than thirty years in this 
wretched and miſerable world, as a man of ſor- 

rows, for our fakes; his fulfilling all righteouſneſs 
for us; his enduring the contradiftion of ſinners 
againſt himſelf; and his laying down his life in 
our ſtead, are ſubjects of contemplation upon which 
our minds ſhould perpetually revolve. \ 

We ſhould think on what he is now doing for us 
in heaven; for he is gone there to prepare a place 
for our accommodation, and he ever liveth to make 
interceſſion for us. He tells us he will never for- 
get us, and ſhall we perpetually forget him ? Hear 
what he ſays, © Can a woman forget her ſucking 
child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſſion on the 
Son of her womb? Yea, they may forget, yet will 
I not forget thee. Behold I have graven thee on 
the palms my hands; thy walls are continually | 
before me. 

It is a proof that our love to the Redeemer is but 
ſmall, when our tongues are rarely employed in 
ſpeaking of him. We all know, that the ſubject 


Fan lies neareſt our hearts will frequently ſlide 
un 
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upon our tongues, and employ our diſcourſe. The 
man of pleaſure talks much of his carnal delights; 
and the man of buſineſs, of the affairs of com- 
merce. *© He that is of the earth, ſpeaketh of the 
earth; for .out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh.“ The man of news talks perpe- 
tually about that in which he moſt delights. And 
have we nothing to fay about him who reſcues our 
ſouls from everlaſting deſtruction, and gives us a 
lively hope of full felicity in heaven! 

Have we not reaſon to be aſhamed of our 2 
gence as to the retired exerciſes of devotion? How 
little time do we ſpend in thoſe exerciſes, aud how 
little pleaſure do we often take in them! Alas! 1 
fear our cloſets bear witneſs againſt us, concerning 
the deficiency. of our love to Jeſus Chriſt. Did 
we love him with a fervent affection, we ſhould 
often retire from the world, that we might con- 
verſe with him, and pour out our hearts before bim. 
A light performance of the duties of the cloſet, is a 


certain indication that our love to the Redeemer 1s 


but ſmall. Conſcience! diſcharge thy office; 


teſtify againſt the negligent reader, how greatly de- 


ficient he is in his love, in this one inſtance. Tell 
him of the greatneſs of the Saviour's love, what he 


| hath. done, what he hath ſuffered on his account, 
and what poor returns of affeion are made to him. 


Tell 
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Tell the negligent profeſſor how inattentive he is 
to the Redeemer's example in this particular. Tell 
him what poor, what lifeleſs, what flight devotions 
he pays to that loving Saviour, who hath promiſed 
Tuch great things to thoſe that ſeek him with their 
whole hearts. | 
Have we not reaſon to be aſhamed, that we are 
To prone to faint in the day of adverſity, and to 
Hhrink back when we are called upon to take up 
our croſs in following Chrift? Had we fervent 
love to him, we ſhould, with courage and forti- 
tude, endure great afflictions and trials in our way 
to the everlaſting enjoyment of him. It has in- 
duced many to glory in tribulation, to rejoice that 
they were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the 
name of Jefus, to take joyfully the ſpoiling of their 
goods, and to eſteem the reproach of Chriſt greater 
riches than all the treaſures which this world can 
afford. Under the influence of this, a dungeon 
has been accounted a paradiſe, a priſon a palace, and 
death the pate of life, Some have embraced the 
ſake to which they were bound, and welcomed 
the flames by which they were to be conſumed to 
aſhes, If we therefore faint in our day of adver- 
tity, which ſcarcely deſerves to be mentioned, in 
_ compariſon with what many have endured, it is an 
indication that our firength 1s ſmall. | 


: Let 
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9. Let your knowledge, your faith and your 
love influence your practice. Shew to the world 
around you, that Jeſus is indeed precious to you, 
in a conſtant endeavour to glorify him, by a con- 
verſation of meekneſs and holineſs, a life unſpotted 
and divine. Nothing convinces like facts. Let 
the powerful operation of the Redeemer's love upon 
your hearts be ſeen in all your intercourſe with 
mankind; and, upon every occaſion, let it be made 
manifeſt, that you neither have believed nor run 
in vain. The pure faith of a chriſtian, illuſtrated. 
by works. of grace and righteouſneſs, ſupported 
under innumerable difficulties and temptations, and 
carried on to a death of triumph and joy, is a proof 
of the truth and reality of the religion of Jeſus, 
| which moſt effectually puts to ſilence the ine 
of fooliſh men. 

Chriſt hath, in ſome ſenſe, intruſted his hem 
to his followers. They profeſs. to be his friends; 
| and his advocates on earth. Hence they ſhould be 
particularly cautious and watchful, leſt his worthy 
name be blaſphemed through, their miſcondutt. 
You will beſt vindicate his honour, and ſet. forth 
his preciouſneſs by a holy, bumble, and heavenly 
converſation, See that ye walk worthy of him un- 
to all well- pleaſing. Thus you will adorn, the docs 


trine of God your Saviour in all. things, and make 
mantle 
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affe ft the virtues of him who hath called you to 


his eternal kingdom and glory. Let thoſe who have 


their eyes upon you ſee that Chriſt is precious to 
your ſouls, by your zeal for his honour, your 
activity in promoting his intereſt, your readineſs 
to deny yourſelves on all occafions for his ſake, 
your ſteady adherence to him in all conditions, and 
your conſtancy in the uſe of all thoſe means where- 
in you may expett to enjoy communion with him. 

10. Thoſe to whom Jeſus is precious have a 
happy lot, whatever their circumſtances may be, 
as to the preſent life. Divine Providence has put | 
a vaſt variety into the conditions of men. Some 
are rich, ſome poor, while others enjoy a deſirable 
medium between the two extremes, Some are 
placed in the moſt eminent ſtations; others live in 
obſcurity, and are, comparatively, of little uſe to 
ſociety. It is no diſhonour for the followers of 
Chriſt to be poor in this world. Their divine 


Maſter had not 8 head. But a ſin- 
cere attachment to the eemer ennobles and dig- 


nifies the ſoul. None in this world are ſo great, 
and ſo hononrable as thoſe who love him. They 
cleave to him who is infinitely worthy of their 
warmeſt affection, and who can and will make 
them completely happy. *© Delight thyſelt 1 in the 

| Lord, and he ſhall give thee the deſire of thine 
=” heart. 
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heart.” Others cleave to objects which are un- 
worthy of the ardours of an immortal ſoul. They 
debaſe themſelves, and will one day be aſhamed of 
their purſuits. But neither the hope nor the love 
of true chriſtians ſhall ever make them aſhamed. 
Amidſt poverty, amidſt afflictions, troubles and 
outward diſtreſſes, they have a refuge at hand, 
ſufficient to ſupport them, to defend them, and to 
afford them everlaſting conſolation, 
They now delight to contemplate the Redeemer” 8 
excellency, and they will confeſs hereafter, When 
they ſee him face to face, and are partakers of his 
glory, that, while on earth, they knew nothing 
comparatively of his preciouſneſs and worth. They 
will then all unite in that everlaſting long. Sal- 
vation to 0UR Gop, who ſitteth upon the throne, 
and to THE LAMB for ever and ever.“ Amen. 
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